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Monſieur VOII URE. 


CONTAINING, 


I His LETTERS, and CHARACTERS 
of the moſt eminent Perſonages in the 
CovurrT of France. Illuſtrated with ex- 
planatory Notes by Monſ. RIC HELE r. 


II. His METAMORPHOSES. » 


III. ALciDaLis and ZELIDA; or, 
the Undaunted LA DV. ARoMAaNCE. 
Compos d for the Entertainment of 
Mademoiſelle de R AMBOUILLET. 


Done from the Paris Edition, by Mr. OzeLL. 


To which is prefix d, the Author's LI FE 
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il n 5501 [7 [1k 
N theſe g ay „Though the 12505 * Graces ſhine, : 
Pi And all the Writer lives in ev'ry Line; 
His eaſy Art may happy Nature ſeem, 
Trifles themſelves are elegant in him. 
Sure to charm all, was his peculiar Fate, 


| Who without Flatt' ry pleas d the Fair and Great; 


Srill with Eſteem no leſs convers d than read; 
With Wit well-natur'd, and with Books well · bred; 
His Heart, his Miſtreſs, and his Friend, did ſnare; 
His Time, the Muſe, the Witty, and the Fair, 
Thus wiſely, careleſs, innocently. gay, 

Chearful he-play'd the Trifle, Life, away, 

Till Death ſcarce felt,-did:o'es bis Pleaſures creepy: 
5 fmiling Infants ſport themſelves to fleep ; 


A 2 Ev'n 


yl Pope's. Char Ken , of, Youre... f 

Evin rival Wits rt 45 Poltit LP Fare de Eplbre, * #5 — 
And the Gay mch pho never wenn d before 
"The rruelt Hearts N Pleite N as 
es Get baren bree yer $4 W 
The Smiles and Loves had dy'd in Poiture's Death, £ 
put that for ever w Hikes they breathe,” r 


let ve brick! Lif of graver Martals be- 33 
A long, exact, 7 an erions Cometly ; — 1 
In ev'ry Sce e Moral let it teach, | 
And, if it ca of once both pleaſe And e : 
Let mi lik Paiznre's, a gay Farce a ar, 
e div ring il) > lows AF 
Haye Humour, Wit, a native Eaſe and Grace, In, 
No matter for the. TY of 995 e and Place. 
Criticks in Wit, or 2 ok ald to pleaſe, 
A* write to thoſe, and none can live to theſe. 
RN 199112 bus ave of1's tba yy A2 
Too ts Jon? Ses 18 By their Tmentinfin'd, } 4 
Severe to all, but moſt to Woman-kind #7/ +! 1+ 
Cuſtom, grown blind with Age, muſt „ 
- Your Pleaſure is a Vice; but not ydur Pride; "i 
By Nature yielding, ſtubborn bur for Fa me; 
Made Slaves by Honour; and made Fools been. 
Marriage may all thoſe petty Tyrants pg RN 
But ſets up One, a greater, in their Place. | 
Well might you wiſh for Change, by*zhoſe 60 
But the laſt Tyrant always proves the worſt. 
Still in Conſtraint your ſuffering e 56 
EEO 5 ee 1 
: e Ga Br +Whiole | 


Mf Pope ChayaZer of Voituxe. "Ul 
Whole Vears neglected, fop. e 6d 5 | 
The fawaing Servant turns 8 haughey . . 
Ah, dul not ache free Inhobe dec of Life t 8 Mo et 
For t he UulkGlary, ufa virtuous: Wife , 1113 f FW" . Fr 
Nor let falſe Shewsz, or empty Titles pleaſe ; 1 
Aim not at Joy; bar rer goki ohh Bae. 
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Gave the gilt Coach and dappled Elanders Mares 0 

The ſhining Robes, rich Jewels, Beds ee 

And tocompleat her Bliſsy.a Fool: for Mate. 

She glare in Balls; Front- Boxes, and . 1055 A 

A. - Who glitt'rlug, wretched:Thing)! 7 
| pʒ and State, but reach her out ward _ 

She 6 lake! wk is no 3 nos MEE re * 


* ? 


. 
* 


ms OHM r ̃Üuùuòß  — =-;, - 
* F * — 
: . 
1 
* $ 4 


1 


But, Madam, if the Fates ws 4 __ you þ 
Are deſtin*d Hymens willing Victim too 
Truſt not too much your no reſiſtleſs "= 
Thoſe Age or Sickneſs, ſooo or late, diſarms: 
Good Humgur only Do Charms to laſt. * | 
still makes new Conqueſts, and matncains the paſt : 
Love, rais d un Beautyz will lixe that decay, 1 
Our Hearts may bear its Nender © Thain a Day; 5 
As flow'ry Bands in Wantonneſs are; worn, © 
A Moruing's Pleaſure, and at Ewning torn : 

This binds in Ties more aſ y, yet more ſtrong, 
The willing Heart, and only holds it long. 
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Ther: Wir kin tee nd heir Flame ſtill warm 


- How, opal bh 54h 2 
Amidſt theſe Lovers, joys his gentle Ghoſt, * (2 
Plear'd while with ene | 
Ang finds a'faiver Rombowitkr:im you. 12 pal e 
The brighteſt Eyes of Nyante inſpird nis Muſe, 
The brighteſt᷑ Eyes of Brit ain now peruſe. 
| And dead as living, tis our Author s Pride, 
Sully to rn het who charm the World befil 
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| When by his Nuvnans eſs 
109 2 111} 19753; 

KL — T being I Lene ha hes 
* TEES nohr 2 etnory.of un Uncle 
12.9 98 hom 1, e eſteem d, 
3 DIES and whoſe Image will be al- 
ways dear to me, I thought my 
T7 Reader, ob 8 * when * * bis 


Wrr 


di An ACCOUNT -#f 9 
Writings, to tell you ſomething of his Per-. 
ſon. It I ſpeak of him to his Advantage, 


I hope'I ſhall ner e gal fodpectet; b. 
on Account ot being his Kinſman, 'fnce 


that very Reaſon will make me more re- 
probably be. Had I been left to myſelft, 
I ſhould have wholly omitted ſo juſt a 


x 


Duty. as well becauſe of my Incapacity 
to performit, as of the Repugnance I found 
in my ſelf againſt "publiſhing the Virtues W 
of a Man to whom I was fo nearly related. 
But 1 yielded to the Perſwaſions of his 


Friends and mine, Who fepreſented to me, 


chat ſince T had taken upon me to jablith WW 


his Works, I ought to give the Reader ſome | Z 
8 of his Life and Perſon. I ſhall there- WM 
ore Tay all that the Subject requires, with 


leſs Art and Ornament, łhan Freedom and 

Truth: And to give you an Idea of his 
Soul, that may go beygnd what appears 
in his Writings, however beautiful and 1 
agreeable they may he, I dare aſſure you, 
that he had many Qualities beſides. which 
were full as conſiderable as his Wit, and 


which were of themſelves ſufficient to {et A 

: TT TO. SEAL 4 i 
him above the Generality of Mankind, ard 
to obtain him the Reputation of being the 
Glory of the Age he livd in. He had ſevera! 


Talents very 2dvantageous in the Com- 


merce of the World 5 and among others, 9 
; 4, ** as Ls = 1 „ that * 


chat of hawing wonderful Succeſs in famili- 
lar Cobverſation, and ef doing and ſay ing 
every Thing with an uncommon Gracetul- 
ness. Tho he: ſpent moſt Part of his Life 
ina che Diverſions! qf a Court, yet he had 
audy d Very hard, and ad great Know- 
edge ofcgobd Authors. Ele was thoroughly 
IJ $klfd an zucht, wescall the belles, Lettras; 
and. which adds / to their Value, knew por 
fectly well how to make a right Uſe of 
them, When he talk d upen any .Pbint. 
of Learning, or gate his Sentiments upon 
= any: Topickj he- ficht very much to the 
Satisfattion aaf that heard him, becauſe 
he hit it offein abgenterl) lively Manner, 
without any Thing of the Peeviſhneſs or 
Contention oi Pellant. He was a perfect 
Maſter of Rallery andi agreeably us d that 
«Quality: ainom the ade e Dilcqurſks. 
8 — Quickneſs of Wit e K 
him a good Reception among the c Ic 
Lords at-Gourt,” and among;Princes: them- 
$ ſelves. He had a commendable. Aſſurance 
in making himſelf known, join d to an 
extraordinary Syeetneſs and Ciwility, with 
which he:always behavid himſelf in the 
Company of the Great: by whom be was 
careſs d, far above his Rank; and we 
may boldly ſay; that no Man of his 
Condition and Birth, ever carry'd it ſo 
high as he did, or had ſuch noble Friencs 
9:5 a 2 Puts and 
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Ws 5 firſt Ae rede in ; 


Court, where he was — iy: 55 J 
pointed to be Maſter" of the Edi monties BY 
to his Royal Highneſs g by Means of which 
— ployment, ahd by his dyn Merit, he I 
unddnptediy have hall nuch greater 
— had he been willing to a ty 
to Buſineſs; but he was born for ſomethii 3 1 
elſe, and it would have been no finalt Loſs 
to the Muſes, and to the Age he livd in, 
if he had given himſelf up entirely to Eni. 3 
ons Aﬀaiys.” Not but that he had ſome | 
2 honourable Employments: He was | 
a long Time at /the'Gourt of Spain, ron un 
Meſſage from his Maſter, (the -Duke of | 
Glam where he grew acquainted with 
the Conde Duke D Olivaret, and other 3 
Gremdees! w¹H.ů had Particular Eſteem 
for his Wit. "4s be rape how "the 
Language of that Country, and did al. 
terwards make another Journey thithet, | 
he became ſo perfect a Maſter of it, that 
he wrote ſome Spaniſb Verſes Which w_ x 
aniards themiebves imagin d to be Lops 
Viega, one of their beſt Authors. He 
_ vals alſo ſent” thelats King to We G test 4 
Duke, to notify to bim rhe Birth of His 
Preſent Majeſty; and theſe two Journies 
made him Perfeer VERN Nr | 1 
er dry. pant 1 1 


8 J ate; Wein 4 v 
2 He might have obtain'd ſeveral otherho- 


3 en Employ ments, but the Love 
8 = he slways borg to, Letters, would 
+ Ft ſuffer him to path, Into: Buſeſs, to- 
hs © ii he pretert᷑ d Kepaſp. He natural- 

of Wy. lovd;Men ok. Wit and. Learning ot 
£ | .hatever Quality, and was: equally be- 
= 4 e ee . Coal 
4 jon, and who are.now.empl 4 in t 

| niniſtration:..ob 1 Monſieur 


Not fail Ake eig Jule 8 Mon- 
eur de Chavigny afterwards. help d to 
Eſtabliſh it, the Marks of Efteem: 
hich he "Oy him. The Mareſchalk 
1 Fe and Gframmunt, honour d hin 
4 vith a Te ſtrict er and. to go 
+ | Wigher, - the late Prince all his Fa - 
hat ily were pleas d to look, upon him with 
the . gracious Eye. Tl preſent Prince has 
7 5 taken Pleaſure in his Converſation, 
2. Ind gave him Leave to write to him 
feat r great Familiarity. The Prince of 
"His him; not forgetting here the Eſteem and 


anti began to conceive a very great Liking 

8 apa | en which: his Maſter, che Duke: of 
raus, always teſtif 'd for him. He was 
He We unknown to t King and Queen 
3 l | A 3 them - 8 


*. 


vi An &GCCOUN:Twf 
themſelves; and his preſent Lordſhip, the 
Cardinal, ſometimes gave him Ptoots of 
his good Will. But he was particularlx 
in the Favbur of that celebrated Fami: 
iy,.. where; Virtue has been always en! 
courag d and hbnour'd; I mean that of 
Rembouillet. Beſides the Marqueſs and 
Marchioneſs, all the polite Perſons of both 
Scxes, Who reſorted to their Houſe, were 4 
extreamly ſond of his Company. Among 
the Learned that were in à Condition 
more upon a Parallel witch his dun, 
Monſieur de Balzac, Monteur Chapelaine, | 
and many others, whom it would be too 
tedious to name, had a great Eſteem ior 
him while he was alive, and have ſtill a 
great Reſpect and: Love for his Memory. 
nd we may Ay, that of all thoſe who 
have any Reputation at preſant for Wit. 
there is hardly pne that does not admire 
his; and I am confident, that the whole 
Academy, of which he was a Member, will 
be far from diſowninß what I ſay in his 
Favour. But 1 don't think that the O- 
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qualifyd, is more advantageous te hin, 
then the Approbation of thoſe illuſtri- 
ous Ladies, who placd the Chief of their 
Diverſions. in his Converſation and Wri- 
tings. That Sex has a very exquiſite Taſte 
tor the Delicacies of Wit; and an Ti A 
errant . thor 
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| e You dun. 1 15 
Ithor muſt write. x FX correct] N. = 
Y Karr be b en * 47 A Tia 113 2 
E Ladys 9 7 5 1 5 
1 bis e Was 8 exact — 
0 15 practis 418 0 Tate 0 N WIC 'fays 


* ol "of: Skill” vp "ayes 
43 ies 5 His ndeayours'y were 
to pleaſe-t 101 that. move in a differen 
Sphere, I 1755 the 17 of which VE 

I 11 Sex is the greateſt Gnome, 100 
"I 15 te I nz. mi three wh 0 W1 

. I ee 19 5 W. 11 them he. Vote 

. 05 Conſent: every, od; Ma! 

1 15 much ffs. . eſs. 1 "he 8 


exit. 
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1 : 8 7 Ate If 
I: 5 ki KYLA 0 t a 
B i, FE BE 57 her Mother, for 
ad vantages of it, which ſhe poffeſſe 181 
(Lb A Bi x. Deg! ree; Of ber Father, ſhe 


It 1 iſdom and "Quick 
5 pe a hog, all: manner of Bi 
meſs ; 1 5 9 other, the Xtra 
a «My make that Prin. 
111 117 et as the Mifacle of our Age. 
7 o theſe; ſhe has added mehr races, And 
a many Qualifi ede which ſlie has at, 
ain d by reading the beſt Books, that foreię 
T ations juſtly ſtrive with France which ſha 
. a 4 praiſe 
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vili . An A 6+ 68 owe . i 
25 her moff l. he Wor ek looks upon der 4 

N 1 upon the Statue of an 
hien was ſo per. 


a . 771 Ak I 3 of a Lot 2 
derte Dilcernment, I don't fay between 
Good and Evil, 5 between Good and 1 
Better; the Juſtnieſs, Strength, and 555 4 

| tenlive eſs 0 her Capacity, which | 

ra Penetration, into the moſt. Fen 

Genres, * ee her a to Right A 

ennitfiv in Matters of bw 
2 8 Ski Wachen de Sable; and 
Madam AMontauſer are no ſooner nam d, 
than. our Souls are fill d with the mage 
of two Perſdns cop pRing in themſelves, 

=” x3 £) ; Ning, Gat my Wake a 

4 comple 27 1 t undertake their A I 

— Hig but I know tha 1 


alladors, : and Secretaries of "State, preferve \| 4 
their, 2 as the true Models of rea- 


Jonable. Thoughts, and of le. 
* 175 believe, er that = | 1 
19 5 2555 will not be offended "= L 
ring that they "thought our i 
3 cl n all Qualif cations .. cone 
very near to 7 the Standard which 4 f 
Seen ſet for what the 1 7 call 2 7 =| 4 
IM - Coyrtier,. ey" ae Freach a galla 
an. © : 
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But 'tis Time to let yo ow ſome- 
J Ee ef his Manners“ 5 Were no 


an ez commendable an n —.— Ae 
7 Sompliſtynents. © n 5 
4 Friend, which: 048 ons eos. 
hy he had ſo many. 1 The Prbfidant ds - 
2 eu lowd im wa and gave ſe 
5d Feral generous Teſtimonies dt his AL 


e 'as' Well te Him, 1 5 to 1 Rklatie 


rns, eben, uffef hi K. | 
i e rontiatted 2 50 Wilk any Bo. 
en þ „he never did es hb [contrary to , 
0 + he e ftricteſt Rules it: 7 aß it was 

u baus fonnded>*mbre: möre upon the Virtue 
. Me of * bis Friends, than upon Theix Fortune - 
1c, ality] it never ceas'd' upon Account: 
E | vp eir Misforrmes. He had ot the 


Witt Annnoſity in him, and never en 
74 the Writitigs of Another Mat, or 
bs "he: might "obtain y boy Go 

of Things without ny une 


„ J Pers Leo Plenfire' in Scandal, or 

T feng” apy and; Reputation. In Re 
. A Relen, hne Al had che Sentiment . 
= 1 vo the Poor; and : hoſe 


Me him (bm! bis very © Yonth, , 
Fee e ee 1 — ed ai 
3 Fate Looſeneſs di Prop neneſt The 
. he was a great Lover of Rallery, 1 
q * never wit _ — Saen, 


x A ACCOUNT 


and in all his Writings, there i — nothin m1 
but what is to the Advantage 
he {peaks of: This laſt Gale ed 
engage the Reader to. uſe his Reputation . 
as tenderly; as be did that ef all the 3 
World: I dor t doubt but that there are 
ſome Things in his Writings, Fc, 
be liable to Cenſure, as indeed there is in 1 
the Works of the: greateſt Authors, no 1 
body having yet iſcover' the Art of | 
Writing fd a8 to [pleaſe all; but theſe 
ought. not to be taken by Retail, but 1 
in Grols,, not the Words, but the A 
ter,ought tobe weigh ld z beſides; . Would | 4 
m ſome Meaſure be confkider dh tha he dd 
not write for the Publick, but for his 4 
Frienga,Jat yyhoſe: :kmpoxtnuiry alone his 24 
Works Were publuttd. = Thete is pot in 1 
9 atedzous Vniformity-of Style, 
but. they e tell of Inventigns e e A 
the Words are very. much yay djcand eve. 
ry Th ho them 3siwrit in an eafy Mean - 
ner, With a logs Ar, 7 an ineem. 
eren e Beauty. ps: his- Maenner of 
Writi e max fem 19" naliir;:confider:: 1 
ing ** e Rank of the Perſens he hrt tens 
hut pe had gein A the Privilege by. 
ſton and by Permiſſion fm the Perſons. 4 
themſelves, . who - ſuffer q hat in him, 
e they wen fot: haya-donezin 3: 
> 2 uy | 3 


"Monſieur VOLTUR ES. xi 
M y body elſe, However, he usd this 
ne | . — e with Diſcretion, and always 
n Pehav d tee a . deal, of. Pru- 
ion 1 Was, q 
the - 4 e | op: 9 8 e 15 
are . Sex, hom, 
lay n Polens he has e 
in Shad the good Fortune to pleaſe and di- 
no 1 Fert ; and alter having left the Men to the 
4 veefom ofthe Judgments nts, Imuſt beg leave 
ele © [ o intreat the Apps nof the on omen. Let. 


but ne beg You then, Ladies, to grant him your 
ood 1 oicegand Afplae g * dek une s Works 
i 3 ; f ith as. favdur d. 
uld upon you; defend —— ene aga inſt 
did | ll that ſhould preſume to find Fault with 
his him: And as he 1 ſaid \ 27 Tue 


5 What. = WAS — to 6 * 
ver ſay 3 hap bat rot 0 — 

| IT 5 x 17H that the 'Loves an 14 

4 || he Graces. were born with him, and: 

ve. that they would have uy d too wih . 

an. 1 if · they had not liv d in ou. 

m-. I I ſay too much of ham. in. the 


ws 


8 pf ſome, they muſt attribute the Exceſs 
lor. et Bay. ene to Weg 1 the 
NYS | check L. had for him ang, Fa. a” 
Is: Opinion Gt“ ghd — W 

ns. then minfts af WN 12 
m, 4 Naim 11 No. _ Ls 10 Lit 4925: 
g- 4 NTA Ae nos N <7. } AE Tf 444348 
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TR G 1L. ig! * Mind to 
brit a Poet into the Elan 
Fit elde places hir in the midſt 
of the preateſt Herees; there- 
2. Py do {haw;: arg Genir for 
poetry zuhbeftzit i8:in thigh Begree of 
Peffecrion, ate the Maniwho: pofſeſſes 
t, Ft to Lrve- eon Prilke, $5 ahd- Kings, 
and in ſome fort to be upon A Level wih 
them. An Example ofaghis was ſeen in him 

Eloginm I am now writing. Tho 


** 
LEY 


his 


AT 4 ns Birth was! dut ae 0 — 
75 b ei | $4, the — of: — — 


BY 


Yb HY 
1 


ter ſpend hi 
. e e 1 he 
enteſt Perſons then nt Op ' ; "Gp. I gm BY 
—— = which is more,” 29 5 ove of its 
in append at that Time, a 
8 Preat many ve ht Authors, who! 
— Foind with Balxac i i giving. our Lauguage 
--- ar and Majeſty which was want- 
s to it. et and: ſeveral other 
Peets, hadb eatryd Pof tors mubh bi - 
r Pitch of Perte&ion, than that where 
hey found it: But this Eloquence;. [avid 
—_ bis Poetry, was ſtill of the Luke — 
ich that ok the Ancients TN 
Aifferd as to the more of less.. 
e all: his Wrirings, whethe 
J erſe, had ſuch a genteel Air 
Nallery, and We a beautiful bal en 
s was not to be found in the 2 
Kuthors of Antiquity.” This Talent, be- 
Ing admirable in it ſelf, anf having, 
lides; the additionxü Charms of Novelty, 
mire Bim the Love rand Eſteem of alt 
s Word The moſt conſiderable Things: 
„ Pecame valuable: by: his handling them. 
h- ven Proverhs; which'in our Language do: 
generally make a -Difeourfe mean and un- 
ne, 2 his agreeable, — 
a 
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xiv. An A , O NNT 


had Ocgaſſon to being them in, If was 
in the- Hotel Je Renee, Lat that Time! 1 
Rendezvous cf the Wits) tha. 


his Merit began fixſt to be taken Notice ok. 4 


cher, being, Jefarbusatothawechin abyeys. ” 
near his Perſon, made him hig Maſter of te 


Ky ; am Office which ihe, 8 1 


— Rinfels us, Death, aui of Which 


himſelÞperiealy well, being -N 
i v Poſleſſion of all the Talents and Lam 


guages tlrat ere veqnir d for it. _ ; 1 
Duke ſent him to Spain about me 4 
fairs and being l 0 


croſs diover to Hfrica, a may be een in 


his. Letters. He avas very much: eſteem d 
at Madrid, where he ; writs: ſome ,Snaxi/b 
Verſes;* which: every Body took to be Lo- 
pe de Vega s, the; Diction of them was ſo 
and ſo naturtl. : Dhe Conde Duke 
'Olivarex,; prime Miniſter and Favourite 
af the King of Spain, tockckreat Bleaſure 
in his Converſation, and defird he would. 
write: ito him When he / was return d e 
Hlundera He made tyo Journies 40] Rome, 
and aas ſent to Florens ee theNgws ff 


af the keines Birthe. Head A Blaer Y | 


25 — duper⸗ Intendant 4 nt NF 


made him «his Deputy, not to exereiſe the 
Office, bat only to receive the Salary. _ 4 


322 — d nich; but that he re 1 4 
444 di e 


Non aur Noirure IN; 
addicted to Gaming; chat in one Night he 
oſt fifteen hundred Fiſtoles. Thei Prince 
Fob Conti; even when he was Duke f An- 


—— 


— 


orie, was yu” ta honour him with his: 
Favour and FRriendſhip. The Approbati-: 
Jon of this yqung Heroe; helpid not a little 
to elevate his Sault and mis Heſire toi pleaſe 
"Bd nice a: Tuſten ia perhaps dne pf the prim. 
cipal Cauſes of, the Extellence of his 
Works. This ana be ſenbythe Epiſto- 
lary Poem which he writ to that Prince 
at his Return from his Conqueſts in Ger- 
nam à Piece l wherein t, ds hard. to.) ay: 
Nohich prevails moſt; Wii, Rleaſantry, or 
8 Solidity : Never were the Grave and che. 
W e a more clean and in - 
genieus Rai enfli ' tt 850 Ln as 
Tho heohimſelf) never printed any of 
his Writings, Yet his Reputation extend- 
edi nat only all ever Fraue but alſo in- 
ta maſt foreign: Coumtries; and the Ac 
demy of the Humoriſti lat Rome, ſent him 
Letters of Admiſſion into their, Soeiety. 
His Works were publiſh d after his Death 
.in one Vohime; which was ſo well receiy d, 
| Fthattwa Editions of-:3t were ſold- off in 
I ſix Month's Time, His Proſe is, rather 
more correct tian his Verſe, and has an 
Air. of Gallantry⸗quite throughout, not tg 
be found in any Author but himſelf. His 
4 Poetry is full of Mariety, and has ſome- 
thing in it ſo new / and uncommon; that the 
911137 more 
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ig endeayanr'd te be imitated; the 
— ble e an be. ee 
e eee eee — | | 
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-,, 


his dex i e er d Ge | 
clipſe in a . = a ee; re I mean, 
by praiſing him; for they only udinird 
two or three of his Letters: One; for Ex. i 
ample, which he wrote as from 4 fm to 
a Pi; and another; where the: eie en 2 
Abbeſs f net Tulfering's Car to get co the 
Cheoſe'y andanpraifing fuch as . 
endeavour d to inſinuate, that he xxcell/d. 
ohly il Mea, wo pefceis d 
the Maliciouſnble ——— 
whs Teſo}v'd to"expoſy"them to ull the 
World; and in order to it, made _ 
of al ſuch Paſſages in bis Letters: | 
as are moſt noble — moſt moving. 4A 
Tho one las never ſo often read over the 1 
beautiful Things in their natural Places, it is 
hard ly credible how one is ama d ar den 
When they 2 pear all eee M 
id fer his: Death; Saru Ein! piibfifcb a- flv 4 
tle Pamphlet, card Mis — Pomp, i 
wherein his Life and Manners are very in- 
geniouſſy. deſerib d. This 5s 411. 2dmirable 1 
Piece, and I believe - the- only one _ that 
ND ature, | 
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xvit- 
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= "I's Voiture was 2 e I 

t inni the laſt Age 

at N 8 4 Capital of B. 

= cardy; but he was ncated at 

n -: Paris, and at Court, and bred 
up wr Perſons. of | the firſt Quality. His 
ther was a Wine-Merchant, an © ervd | 
the Court. He ſaid that his Son was 
chang d at Nurſe, becauſe he drank no- 
thing! but Water; for which he was often | 
rally d. One Day, going by Chance into | 
2 | 


_ 


3 n renn * 
Part af" the D Duke 0g Orne Palace, 
here ſome Officers were\carowſing, one cf 


em cry. d out to him, Glaſs im Hand. 
99 c ee ms AG; has M44 


ther e, bore AVE: 
ds erarfotd th re r e 
T2 Vaitüres Sonne the Deu 25 Y _ a 


Thou wy 99 25 fror drinkeft i it. 


N beyond Expreſſion dle. 
Vice ir hyp Bs be hut one :continicd. . 
FF an which the An fo "Night Hall 


Froife$1 | is Wd o7 
ds Voiture ht 
. Wine, F 910M 50 AN vel 


Aer Plus Amide 4.3 
bout Madam Deloger} | are offe + Day at 
Age Proverbs: with F airups, bud not > hong: one 
a yi © | — "IP 9 wardh 5.91 A Fombing, . 
at eiture, faick me, rene, fer i 
edt Mon ſcignienrs'de «Baſſavtpierse, v 13, el 
His have broke. the following: Jeſt» upon 
rvd oiture > Des a thouf MNities be mas; not 4 
18 . Fatber Trade ʒ or being J fond at b 
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f wett Thins, yr "would baus drabm 
en | othing bat eee, erde 
into is 1 n | 
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han -i Bow, ee, Tk 901 155 | 
de'ra upon the bjeck . | 

and im rh Font he” was Very 4 
A Aan ef Wit Bid benſe, tho'dt mean kN 2 
rentage, is möre valuable khan a Man of 
Quality” without Parts or e ? 

Monſieur # Avanx- introdue d Voiture at 
Court, Having contracted a Friendſhip 
with him at School; Monſieur daChaudebor: ii 
ne carry d him to the Hotel de Rambouillet. 
Afterwards he was taken into the Family 
of the Duke of Olea, who ſent him about 
ſome Affairs into „ from whence, 
dat of mete Curioſtty; 1 Africa. 
He had ſeveral Penſions, and might have 
dyd rich, Bad it not been for*his Love. of 
Play; for he loſt more than à Man of his | 
Condition could poſſibly bear. 

Voiture was good - natur d, civih amordus, i 
or atteaſt retended do he and he boa- 
ſted, that de had * om foe Scepter 
10 le Hon 8 owet to the 
romid-eat” p, Ne 3 ut fffiß 
Years of Age Ne wk lh K d, dreſs d 
well, and 1 hinge in a-yery polite 
Manner; the Wortes he lies left üs, ate gloxi- | 
dus Proofs of his Wie His Profe, Which 
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BOOKS: — printed for- A ak 
I. Fembertan, and K. Curll, * 1h 
1 it; ga i o3-39T+ 3611 1755 9 fo TH = 
HE History and Antiquities 0 oo 4 
1. Breor's Ghaurah at Mel minſers contain 
ing all. the Inſcaptions; Epitaphs, Sen up 
on the Graves and TombStones;-with the $ 
Lives, Marriages, aud: Iſſue of the moſt e 
minent Perſonages therein Ard Ts an | 


their Coats of Arms truly emblazon'd. 4 


dornd with Draughts of the Tombs, cu 3 
riouſſy engraven. The Second Faking 4 
Price 75. 6d. 2 

The whole Works of... Monſieur. del 
Br nyere. In two Volumes. Price 9. 
Ihe Hiſtory, of the moſt ſerene Houſe of 


Armfpick Linn in all the Branche 
thereof, from its Origin, to the Death d 
Queen ANNE. |, Containing the illuſirſ 4 
ous Actions of thoſe. Princes, - th in Pe⸗ 
and War; with many curious "Memoinf 
concerning the Succeſſion of that Famil 
to the Crown BY Great Britain, &c. al 
a Deſcription of his pu Majeſty's 00% 
neee eee 1s.Genealo fron 
the Origins a done at Brunſwick ſince hi 
happy  Acceflipn io the Thrope ; and af 
Appendix; of ancient Records, and othell 
valuable l: Fine Price 6. 
'd, the Second Edition of 
The ASE 25 IurorENc Debated, uf 
the late famous Tryal at Paris, =} 
thi 


A Catalogite uf Books. 


e Marquefs dr Goſvrcs Andl His Eady, WhO 
rer a_ Marriage, chmmenc'd a 
| it againſt him for Impotency, vip the 
eadings at large on both"Sides. 
ecedents on the” me Subject, as ik d 
op England) viz The Dryal between the 
Wc! of Ke and e Lady Howard The 
arl of Caftlthaijefs yal before his Peefs; 
he Caſe of the Dune un Dütcheſs of N- 
K,, The Lord Raſes Caſe; The- Earl of 
5 cle? 8 Caſe, Sr. "All in four neat 
itionſhocket Volumes. Price 1 . year 


„Memoirs relatin Bo tothe 100 hh 

4 omas Fart bf Danby, (now eds) 
0 the Year 1678. When ine Affe 
wie 0 


WW thoſe Times Are Rac reſentefl in a juſter 


ncheight than has hitherto aypeard! With 
ih cl n Farbe ontaining tie Procetling ps 
laſtriſ Parliament, original Papers, x 
Peace. The Secand dition. Price 4. l 
M0188 The Life of Mr. Thoma Betterton, the 
amil\WWte eminent Tray edian. wherein the Aci. 
„Alf and Utterdnce'st the Stage, Bar, and Pul- 
Is Dot, are diſtinctty conſider d. With the 
y from idement GH the late insentols Monſieur 
ce big St. Evremohd, whott the Tala and French 


nd ank and Opera's. in a Letter to the 
Make of Brokingbam. * 12 which is added, 
be Amorous Valor, or, The Nanton Wife, 
Comedy, written 'by. Mr. Betterton, now 
rſt printed from the original Cory. s 8 o. 
rice 3 . 6 d. ; 


ted, i 
et Wee 5 


The 


A Catalogue of Books. 
The young Mathematician's Guide; be 
ing a plain and eaſy Introduction to the 
Mathematicks, in five Parts, viz. I. Arith- 
metick Vulgar and Decimal. II. Algebr 
III. The Elements of Geometry. IV. 
nick Sections. V. The Arithmetick of In 
finites, explain d, with its Application tq 
Geometry; with an F of practical 
Gauging. By Jahn Ward, Phalomath. The 
Second Edition. 8vo. Price 6 5. | 
Ovid's Triſtia, containing five Books d 
mournful Elegies, which he ſweetly com 
pos d in the midſt of his Adverſity, whilk 
he liv'd in Tomos, a City of Pontus, whe 
he dy'd after ſeven Years Baniſhment from 
Rome. Newly tranſlated into Engliſh by 
J. B. Price bound 1 s. | 
The Works of Anacreon and Sappho, dong 
from the Greek by ſeveral Hands, with the 
Lives prefixd. To which is added, thi 
Prize of Wiſdom, a Dialogue between 414 
creon and Ariftotle, by M. Fontenelle. Alſe 
Bion 's Idyllium upon the Death of Adonis, by 
the Earl of Winchelſca. Price bound 15. 6 d. 
A Cap of gray Hairs for a green Head; 
or, the Father's Counſel to his Son, an A 
prentice in London, containing wholeſome 
Inſtructions for-the Management of a Mans 
whole Life. The fifth Edition, with Ad 
ditions of Precepts adapted to each Chaj 
ter, by Caleb Trenchfeld, Gent. Price bound 


1s. 6 d. 
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To Mademo iſelle * p. AUL E TY | 


LETTER I. 


ADAM; 


i | Was much more my Inte- | 

Wo a reſt than it was yours, to | 
1 the Riches you had 
ſent me, from falling into 
©" other Hands than mine. L 
— Y Bad rather loſe all I have 

the World than thoſe Things you 
ake me a Preſent of; and ſo long as 
enjoy theſe latter, I could almoſt diſpenſe 
vith every thing elſe. If the Stones you 
Vor. I. B have 


* She was the Dang hter of Charles Paulet, Secretary 
F the King's Bed - Chamber This Lady: was one of thoſe 
ho had the firongefs Paſſion for Monſieur Voiture, who 
145 not inſenſible to the fair One, for ſhe was rich and 
eſerving. She was call d the Lyoneſs, on account - of 
ter high Spirit, and yellow Nair. i 
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5 Tome eur Yeo! Tv RE's Letters. 


to him. I was in his Se, . | 
your Letters were dels to me; he 
either knew, or gueſs'd it was" 


your 3 
b Fun Superſeripti f eh 


Ta 1 . 
Nx but that it W 


: he Curie Ti y 5 
10 look firſt Kio Aa 25 er e ſeen; il 
More heavy. than any. 0 of the re and* da- 
1 ving Seen it, 1. | pallon in hik Prefer : | 
- Bracelet more bri handfofer Hiarle 
than any Fever ſaw, dre 75 mpoghble 


40% tell you, how much; Mag Os to 


find a thing I ſo little expected from 
Non and that I had been {6 indie e 
An the very firſt Favour you ever; dill 
ane. My Blood flew. all into my. Face, 
and made me redder tlun the wery . : 
pe al ſent me; and. he before 


aſſum' d A Cotntenance 49. cy | 


1 SE ſevere, as 1 it N been siwen me by 
ſome 


* 


Monf* eur VolTV RES Lees. 


ſome Miſs. Bu upon x ading y 

ret, I found oh 25 I EN Wo — 
for a Favour, was only” a "Nedititie 5d 
"that the Bracelet was not Tent tö a Ga- 
ant, but to a poor ſick Patient. What 
ever you may think; Madam, tis f 
Opinion am v 800d for I, WhO ol! d 
have given all 1 have in the World to 
have Rad this Preſent from vo by Wi 
ef Gallantry, Was however contented tho 
it wðwas not one; and Was! extreanily gd 
to find that you appear d Innocent, tho' 
it inade me Teſs happy. Thus tlie Pjade 
en has already done you” 2 Rindnels, -the? 
hel (yon dick net Ex Ker ie ry Fits Vittüe 
1d, has defend urs, Which“ Was 9 

and alm üpoß the Point 'of "bes 
'demn'E. After this, 1 rib: 5 
upon it es very precious; and e 
ftom ſo good Hands, k Rays inighty y Fitch 
: it.“ if zn in nd fia Nvafit B. 
Remedy; i ce . 18 8 
offer” And Whafe Afſiſtenee THEY 

5 ele ſooher From ihe 3 aj 9 

you” can Mt cally tt wink pft . 

cularity, . 8 was Fitts tod 7 
abotſt this. place.. very" m much 
wet be 4 — 
Felt Wat 1 we ij ln dhe 
ont g for thi Falte N 
pit 100 9 gahäant for a Nia it has 
| ſome little Reaſon 18 belte 4 e 
ct (B 2 * ae ! «Your 


4 Monfieur VoiTure's Letters, | 
.your-Favour. I ſhall only tell you, Ma- 


+ dam, that you are very much oblig'd to 
take care je ta for beſides that you have 
had the ſame Diſtemper, I alk inform 
Jou, that this Time mine 8 from 
the ſame Cauſe, and the .Phyſicians of 
Madrid, give me the ſame Preſcriptions as 
-thoſe © of Paris did formerly give you. 
In your worſt Humours, you were never 
more ſolitary, more untractable, nor more 
peeviſh, than I am here: You can't ima- 
Zine how differently. I live from what 1 
us d to do; and youll be aſtoniſnd when 
I tell you that I have ſpent eight Months 
without ſpeaking to a Woman, without 
Teolding, without gaming, and, which is 
moſt ſtrange of all, without ſo much as 
warming my ſelf at a Fire once: The 
very Relation of this is terrible. I have 
endurd -a Winter more cold and pier- 
eing than any we have in Frauce, in | 
Place where there are no Night-Gowns, 
but upon A | 
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| AMonſieur V OITURE's Leiters. 5. 
a- Wane Leave to aſſure her here, that Thaven : 
to more paſſionate Reſpect. for her than ever, 
re | 3 and chat I: ſhould be contented with her 
FA blence, if I thought it had the ſame Eſet 
upon her, as it has upon me; for, upon my 
Word, it has conſiderably increasd the 
Deſire 1 always had to ſerve her, and has 
made me forget all the Things ſhe hat 
done to vex me; ſo that now I only re- 
member the excellent: Qualities which. 
make her ſo * and cha 
Whatever I might pretend outwardly, 

had ſtill ſome little Spite her in m 
Heart; and twas not . V. FR. Lok 
Sickneſs, that I forgave her 


lay d me once in your. 
ET 
of Ware, But now all Defics of 


4 5 


n A | e 
. eee 5 PFF RP ihe 
» . 5 cages F 
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chang d into a to . her, 
r- | my her, and te ſerve ber; and 1 
a there is any one Body 3 in the Werld that. 
„ I love more than herſelf, *ti only one 
a i whom ſhe. too loves. more: than ſhe. 
is 1 . for that * 12 Tho. * 
d always keep a particular 
I my Memory, and in my Tug lt 
F vever bave either, a Companion, or, an 
r Equal in my Affection, no. more than ſhe 
„has in the W orld.; And if my. Love. for 
u vou, were any. thing, elſe but Friendſhaj 
II confeſs I ſhould not love. you. ſp; much 
e as I do her. Don't 2 your. 1 
e 


1 ah I VorruRts OR 


der that 1 Thould, not avoid Fo 
ſs ſhotking Things n my Letter, when 
00. Ve hot, the ſame Couſlidration for 
Ef Fours. For what Occaſſon had you 
Fett” me, that thoſe two Ladies have 
otter "few Acquaintance, who ma der- 
PS r ed 145 their old Fenty ; | 
Yo put t at t nd i= 

> 00 1 80 5 1 8 0 Nee in the World? 
ny Piſtemper might be cured | 

fi . an Ague, by. violent APE 


18 11 957 might be of {om 
* be but little open 


5 Ye me th 
11 9 x6 Tire“ © 0 
„male Thy 
düfte n 
h eh 


5+ ©& 


— 


— 
knw 


* my C2 ae" a | _ 5 hd wy e 


ti 

the 10e 1116 this 
dies ; 1 1. cant he . Nene * at 
5 Jauer "Thins ti S to he at a. great 
Diftance' from Folks. 2 4 word, Ma- 
dam, I know no! Body but you, that 
1 aint 0 br depend upon; for to hold out a- 
ſo long an Abſence,” tis not enough 

to oF conſtant, one muſt be obſtinate. But 
ſince you have been pleasd to put me 
into" the Liſt of your Friends, I am ſure 
my Möstortunes will not make you 
retract it ; neither would you care 
to 
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d fre Chance bring about a Thing Which 
1 rmerly ſo many Prieſts, and 10 many. 
religious People, could never effect. If 
n here is any other. Perſon that does mẽ 
> he Honour to love me, I enjoy that 
_ Happineſs with Fear and Trembling, as a 
„ hing Fam liable to- loſe, and of which 
4 maybe every Day Time robs une of 46me 
part. You tell me; that the Miſtreſs 
3 Hot your Fortune has not forgot me: E 
can hardly tell how to unriddle this. 
Pray, is not your Miſtreſs a young Lady: 
whole Eyes ate very livehn and who 
Noſe turns up a little ati the End; Wwha 
is amning, proud, diſdainful, haughty, and 
civil, and good natur d;: who often {colds 
and yet always pleaſes ; Whog is 2a:very. 
good Girl, and yet has a Motheritthat 
leads her a Weary Life:; ancb whamnazt 
lovd once from Baignalets to Gere 
I this be your Miſtreſs, L-can fta :-xvam 

ſmne deſerves to be Miſtrefs of hd hole 
World; and I: have maintain d- cfor: eight: 
Months together in this Court; that there a 
nothing under the Sun, ſogbod, nor ſto 
beautiful as he: All my Goncerrsd un 
together, have not given ine: ſo mud u. 
eaſineſs as hers have, and z haveiſheth 
abundance of Tears, in which he has had 
the greateſt Share. And indeed itt nase 
be owvn'd, tis a 'miſeyable;Fhingitoltifinic 
af, that Her Binh Mondi he 40 affe 
LEES B 4 and 
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am, here Life ſo unliappyiz and- that one 3 
ami the ſame Perſon, ſhould at once have 


all the Graces; and all the Diſgraces in the 
World. I receive the Honour ihe does me, 


1 


Gentleman deſerves all Things, 


mention d her, I ſhould nevertheleſs have 
— does me the Ho- 

the Extenfive- 
io, I cant doubt 
oy tis enough to be: 
—— 2 &% the Afflicted, to be in 
the Number of: her Friends. In the midſt 
A all- the Joy I receive from the Ho- 
5 many” extraordinary” Perſons: are 
—— me, I am. extreamly griev'd: 
that you- ſay nothing to me of 
, whoſe Remembrance of " you 
| now 


IP: your — — 
—— not he I gueſs at, I ſhould. 
your remembring him ſo much z |} 


with all the Reſpe& and Joy it is my Duty 1 
to do, and I pray God to comfort her, as ſhe 
= 2. Goethe wn to be 


em him nothing. Asfor Madam f 1 
vou had not ſo much as i 
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know would be the greateſt Comfort. to 
1 me. I am end 18 nothing, in. all 
| y. Misfortnges, d much as I am with 
ts and there's nothing but whiat L could 
ndure with. more Patience. I am afrab id 
he won't take it well, that I. ſhould 
ef him; but this; nor a0 other. Conſi de- 
ration, can hinder me from gabliſwing in 
Nerery Place where I. come, that there 4 no 
Pian in the World more deſerving the 
Love of his: Friends,, and; Eſteem. of his 
Enemies. If the Count de; Guiche, is at 
Court, pray give me Leave humbly to 
bag bim to think of me ſometimes, * 
to give a Proof of His. Conſtancy, by lo- 
ving a Perſon ſo uſeleſs, and ſo far . 
ſtant. I was very well pleagd. tother 
Day, to find Melemoiſille de Montauſer 
in the Gazette; but I own I never could 
have thought that her Fame wenld have 
reaehd farther than her Brother's. 1 ſhould 
be glad if He were informd, that I am 
fill his moſt humble. Servant, and that 
I wiſh him all the Conqueſts in his A- 
mours he deſerves. But however, I muſt 
24 one Lady. from this W im, upon 
Account T formerly fear" d' him; 
E [| and I muſt here aſſure that Lady herſelf; 
hat ſhe'd be the moſt ungrateful Woman: 
in the World, if ever ſhe forgets me, be 
it for whom it will. For in ſober. Sag*. 
neſs, the Paſſion . tor: her, goes yo 


| ven 


n hs. es. aaett dn O- * ws eZ” 0 AQ cd I 10 " ®- 


| "After all this, 
With. 1 
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yond any Thing ſhe can imagine: But if 
he reward 8 Nuß Paſſion 

1 elity, £1 Fi Re d to uſe Sword, 
"Dagger: „ Poiſon, 1 5 y Thing 18. to be 
e You cap 
"gueſs who 1 ſpeak of; that is 4 Sectct 
too” > important to be truſted to a any Body. 
I only" deſire you to ſhew this Part of the 
F420 to Mademoiſelle du FA But I gray 


= 


iow adcuſtom > to write” long L ters, : And 


” Ain Afraid 1 ſhall tire Ygu: tave'y 


ouſand Things more to ſay to I 
tis not without the reateſt | 
Fic that I content pr elf with & 


Ung you, that 1 am, 4 N — . 


ae, Matlam,: 1 
en oh we yn "11 or .vE1 


us "I Fry 1 r ; "Tour 9 Nee. 


A OS bi 2242 its _ 114 Ht i” 11 
Mig N 7 r 1 va", af er 
ee 1 
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ak 


INE pe] w you did me ig 
writting to me, is not to, be va alyg, 


"0. tis ampoſiible er me 10 deſerve i 


"NOV 
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you ought not to have left it off, tho I. | 
may have ſeem d tottprget acknowledging: 
it! The !Gotwlivian I Was in two Months; 
ago, mad me let the Poſt· man ſet out 
without Writingtto; you; and if this was 
the Reaſon, as tis very likely to be, Why. 
he did not bring: me any. of your Letters, 
I'll aſſure you my Cholick has done me- 
no injury fo great as this. Since they are 
ſo neceſſary, pray, Madam, don't refuſe me: 
your Aſſiſtance; and ſince you are ſo cha- 
ritable tovery* Body in Affliction, why 
ſhould you not be fo to me, who am 
tormentèd with ſo many ow of 2 a 
ries. 2, Jap are. vet more oblig d to be 1o,, 
cent Viet, Fila: that Rach Jen 
dure with moſt Impatience, is ſeeing my 
ſelf abſent from you. If beſides this Grief, 
I have ſome other, tis for Perſons whom . 
you love ng leſs than »-you,do your felt. . 
I moſt humbly beſeech you to be often 
telling them, that the Paſſion I have, for 
them, cannot be told, and keep ſome Place 
for me int their Minds 94yon, who have 
ſo great a Share in them, that at leaſt 
we may be together there. it we cannot 
any where elſe. As for yon, Madam, 

once more beg you nat to deſert me; 
A the Honaut, bf receiving Letters from you: 

Wh 15a Happineſs I durſt never hope: for; 
hut now I am us d togit, tis impoſſible 
for me; ta live without. it. Dom t then 

des B 6 de- 
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uit beſtow'd is upon me;. nor fall off 
at onde from two: Virtues which ave fo; 
natural. to: you; Liberality and Conſtan- 
cy. And ſinee tis not in my Power to: | 
repay this Obligation, at leaft L will wriſh 
1 could, and ſhall. beg nothing of For- 
tune fo: earneſtly, as that it may; be in, 
my: Power to teſtify to you, how much 
more than: I can ſpent, I am, 


Madam, 
| Tors, Ke. 
dein Neem 
To the ſame. 

LETTER I 


Mapa, nts | 1 
JOthing in your Letters ean be more: ä 
agreeable, than themſelves; I found 
i the very Beginning of yours, what _ 8 
would not give me any Hopes of, till al 
the End, and Jou gave me the Satisfaction 1 
you promis d me one: I dont think: 
yew read what was added to it in a:diffe- WW 
rent Hand; and tis net to be beliew'd that 
Fou, who: ſend me nothing but Gald and 
Jewels, | 
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ewels, os Words whieh are even more vn 
aable than either of: them, waeald: ever 
have font me Ahaſes. Vet I muſt own I. 
jo in ſome Meaſure deſerve that which ia 
uten ta me and Tannnot at all gallant, 
ince J had not the Courage to be ſo- with 
you, Tis a b Shame that I ſhould: 
Send you: ſo. many long Letters; without 
2 Word of; that Stile which one: 
your Friends ſays in ſo lie Petry; and 
tha I'm fo many] — —— 
never re to tell you my 
But NN I wont be dif 
honour'd any more for: you; and if 
don't {ee and get me en for theſo 
Reproaches, I am refolvd! to write vor 
Letters full of nothing but Flames, 
. 
antries, t vou ever 
provok d me. I can — Dr. 
it this very Moment, and 1 have — 
Way to reſtrain my lelf from itz than by 
thinking of that axeeticnt Perſon, of whom 
have learnt to foreſee 1 Fhing the 
Inconventencies. that may ariſe from it; 
and the ſole — of her; —— 
me to be reſpectſnl and pradent. Lou, 
Madam, who know every Thing that paſ- 
ſes in my Mind, pray be ſo kind as to tel} 
her in what a Manner ſhe is in in, and with 
how much Gratefulneſs and ſineere Affecti- 
en. I _ the Honour ſhe does me. E 


your 
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think too; being ſo good-natur d as you are; 
vou might by the {ame Means inducèe Ma- 
dam de Clermont to continue to love me; 
and to put me in her Prayeis. Onimy 
Part, I hall do alk I can to make my (elf 
Worthy the Bleflings ſnie may obtain for f 
met and the Deuce is in't, if a Man whom 
828 to, and ſhe prays for, ſhould not 
converted } iBut pray let her Wngw that 
Lam nwredeſirous o her Affection than 
her Prayers; and the I believe the: may! 
make me holy, conſtant, and happy,” I 
don't fo much defire all this, as Ido to be 
belov d by «her. "Twas? with the greateſt 
Joy and Satisfactibm that I read what you 
tell ane ofthe divine Perſon before whom! | 
L formerly made my Epitaph. I cam tell. 


her, that even! when ti had two Fans at | 


my Throat; and was in the. Hands of my 

teſt Enemies, I was not more to be pi- 
ty:d than Lam now ; and that tis more 
Happy to die in her Preſence, than to live | 
from her. After the extraordinary Honour 
ſhe does me I have nothing more to win 
for, in order to make my Glory compleat, 
except it were, that I had been ſo happy as ll 
ta have been remember d by the [young (il 
Lady uctho had like to have been runaway Ml 
with at Bima. But Heaven'1s: abſolutelar: Wl 
reſolv'dithat her! Mother ſniall never have 
her Equal in this World; and that if by 
Chance: there may be ſome one ag hand- 
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Wome at leaſt ſhe ſhall never be ſo g 

Ir chink ſhe for whom I made the Dryades 
laugh on Time, I mean Madam 4 G 
160 belieye chere d be'no Danger if 1 bud 
Write her Name at lege) 1 ſay; Tthink 
ſhe need not be blo 2 St s 
Rebels, as not to flo me the "Honour & 
think Fe Sn ſorhetinies. If what is te: 
porte, „be. Ts Hameély, t it, We hat 4 


Deſign to ſteal her NY A Nac beef Tit 
che e e ner 28 the "Greeks ſtole the 
1 Image of of Pallas front the "Caſtotly "of their 
de Enemies, in a Belief that Happineſs and 
t. Victory Would ahvays Attend that Sic 
u Ks hal er” with, them? But really“ 

n kHew ſoth ng "of tht Deſign ; ; the* derſelk 
I t L Har, 'l ad, any Defipgn' at al 
t oh i het, twas in an hongurable Way; 
7 ſhe ma pledſe to remember, that 

1. ; ge hen of her, was always full of Refpect 


and Decenc And without Lying, whatever 
Love I ma have for our Affairs, I can't 
help having ſome for her. Ever Time L 
conſider. her, 1 reſtrain my Withes, and 
have much ado to adhere to my Party 
as I ought. I have been more gene- 
rous to praiſe her, than ſhe has been to 
remember: meé. Tig. not eight Days a 

Jince I repreſented her here 15 like Netſt F 


thak I got hy . Love, or at *leaft the 
Eſteem. to a high Depree, of a Man who. 
has 1 area Rev t&with well to all her 

Family. 
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If 
Family. Lam your Servant's moſt hunible 
Servant, and I aſſure him, that he has not R 
a greater Paſſon for yon, than I have for 
him. You tell me, Madam, that there is 
ene of your Servants. who thinks of no Wi 
Bedy. ſo much as me, and that a Favour Wl 
ſa unnſual from him, deſerves a very grate 
fil Return; but. yon ſhauld have been il 
more plain, that I might have been ſure ll 
who you mean: Pray Heaven. it be Him 1 
hope it is, twonld comfort me for all my 
orion. you may. eaſily gueſs who I 
wiſh it may he. L don't know whether 'twill | * 
be dangerous for you to ſpeak ta him of me, 
but pray, Madam, dont let that hinder 
von from doing it. Whatever he may ap- 

r. outwardly, theres no need to fear 
him-ſo much; he's better than he ſeems to 
be: I know thus much of him, he cant, 
for the Heazt's Blood of him, help loving i 
thoſe. that love him. I believe, when 1 
go from hence, I ſhall paſs by the Way of 
Granada, and to take. the Advice, or ra- 
ther to obey; the Commands, that I have 
receiv.d, ſhall fail five hundred Leagues 
by Sea, to avoid travelling two hundred 
by Land. The Danger and Inconventency 
A the Voyage don't vex me fo much as 
"twill. not te paſs thro France, Tho Twas 
long ener d to promiſe it, I can hard- 
by tell how to refolye to do it. IF I had 
had my Wall, Ed have taken the great | 


. 
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| [ bad with the ſame Boldneſs and Security- 
ever, and gone directly to Bourg la Reine. 
. WE fancy they that diſlwaded; me from this 
eſign, were not ſo much afraid Lane rcr 
they were afraid of me; and imagin'd' 
Wat my Coming would be known all the 
own over, and that I ſhould run head long 
to all Companies publickly. But I had 
ren a Reſolution to be more diſcreet; I: 
ould have been fatisfy'd with ſerenading 
re or four People or ſo, and away: But 
-11 {muſt be contented to obey, and to believe 
at we are commanded for the beſt: But 
is Submiſſion ought to be taken mighty 
rell, for in my Opinion, tis both Obe- 
ience and Sacrifice together. At leaſt, I 
ght no longer to be accus d of being ob- 
Finate, when I was not ſo upon ſuch an 
dccaſion as this. This Submiſſion, and 
y taking ſo much Pleaſure in writing, as 
6 ot to know how to give over, are two no- 
ble Alterations in me. Forgive me one, 
pr the Sake of the other, and be fo good 
ſemetimes to call to Mind how heartily 
am, EE | 


1 
Madrid. Nu, Kc. 


JW 28 1 moſt humbly: beſcech you, Ma- 
am, to give me leave to anſuer a Word 
| or 
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or fwopwith attithe Mildneſs inmpinable; 
tothe Perſon Who attacks me. in your Eet- 
ter. Thaverſtuady'd a long while to find 
ofit:whs could be that little Man of whom 
fuch great Things are reported, and who is | 
ſet ſo much above and below me. It cant 
be Mr. Vgean, for I am: but two Fingers 
taller than kim, anti hie is but ten times 
more gallant than I. After much Thought, 
Idbeliève chat this is a: Fib, to tell you my. | 
Mind; endlithatꝰtis impoſſiblè there ſhould: | 
he a Man either fo little, or ſo-witty. I 
Beg; Madam, you'd let mec know the Truth | 
ofthe Buſineſs. » ci, tlg, W 2 

dl. 
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MAD AM, 

F your ther Letter was like this I have 
L,zeccard, the Loſs of it is no. mighty 
Misfortune to me; and it were to he wiſh d 
that this ſecond Time too I had only 
lenswnithat ou !hadvioneime the Hönour 
to rte to me itheũt 1 | 


— 
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When fYrſt read w be * 898 
„hat you-had much Ado to erf — 
rour felf to u You pin its, I 

mn | cally” Jetted "10! 8 ind Wherr 1 a 
n, I cond find no other Compliments, - 
TY han that My put me in Mind T'am little, 

ind tell me Pm not at allwitth⸗ -or galland. 
f "theſe v erg all the Compfime ts you" H 


t =o make me, adams there Was no nee 4 of 
our putting then under the beate 55 
nd Whe Valiantèſt  yolhg" Lady in all France: 
- : een tho” they had been alerts ted, th 


onld ever have Witneſs d againſt yori — 
ouring the Rebels; and in hs: Janne? 
your Letter was Written, eu _onght i 
we ve fear teten but its being deliver'® | 
After having been fo deſirous to- 
1 2 75 you, you take the Pains to 
vrite five or fix Lines, wherein you blami 
erfune for daring to attack Things "tha 
yon ſend ; and all that you ſay as to my” 
elf, is this, * We have a Man here, a Foot” 
and a half ſhorter than you, and PII ſwear 
a thonſand times more witty and g gallant. 
his is a fine comfortable Letter Flt 
and theſe Words are mighty likely to mak ce 
e forget all my Auen r; believe, 


ty dam, I have told yon before now, vou 
1 d re fitter for writing a Challenge, than a' 
ly Netter. All you have to do after this, x 


o add,. that 'this you will 1 ; 
he Court of Trebixond, *and® 
A L . 
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ALASTRAXERAA Since yo 
have ſo many wonderful Qualities, and | 
ſo much Power over me, why ſhould you; 
make uſe of both theſe Advantages only 
to do me harm, and be one of the. Faries | 
who delight in nothing but making Miſ. 
chief, and undoing the Good which:others 
had done? When Mademoiſelle Paulet has 
written me a fine obliging Letter, in which 
the. Marchioneſs aſſures me of her Friend: 
ſhip, Madam de Clermmt of her 1 
nd the moſt —— in the World 
of her Remembrance; you come at laſt 


to knoek all my Joy on the Head, and to 
undo all that they had done in my Fa. 
vonr. Tis a. ſtrange 1 ths Fre- 


naan Mountains, which ſerve for Beun- 
daries to two large Kingdoms, ſhenld not 
he. able. to defend me from You ! My Mil. 
2 are ſo. far from appeaſing yon; 
hat you come to perſecute me at the far: 
theft: Corner of the World, and to: tor: 
ment: me even more than my. ill Fortune. 
At. a Time when my very beſt Friends 
durſt not hold any Correſpondence with 
me, and when tis. dangerous to write to 
me, you paſs. by all theſe Conſiderations, 
anly to tell me that you don't think. I've 
the leaſt Morſel of Wit or Gallantry in 
me, and that theres a Dwarf that you 
like a thouſand times better than you. do 
me; Tho I have all the Reaſon, - 51 | 
7 OI, 
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world, Madam, to ſcald at this, Tet, 
not to confirm what you ſay of me, ani 
o ſnew you that I have fome Gallantr 
2 me, I will tell you, Madam, that I 
lou at my Miſeries could receive no A 
eviation, and yet they were aleviated the 
oment I read what yon did me the Ho- 
our to write to me. Not that they were 
eſs great than I took em to- be; but this 
to ſhew that nothing is impoſſible to 
ou, and that you can give a Remed 
ven to Things which are incapable e 
eceiving any. Nevertheleſs, I can't but 
onder that you could do me ſo much 
good, tho you fay nothing to me but 
bat is to the laſt Degree unkind; and 
Fhat I ſhould be ſatisfyd only with ſome 
f your Writing, tho what you write, has 
if othing ſatisfactory in it. Magick Cha- 
agers have not a more wonderful Effect 
han yours have; and this ſhews that 
ou have the Art of giving a ſecret Vir- 
ue to Words, and a Power quite diffe- 
ent from what they have of them- 
elves. That by telling me of my Faults, 
ou ſhould eaſe me of all my Sorrow, 
ind that 1 ſhould receive Pleaſure from 
earing that you-like another better than 
e, is a Miracle I can never comprehend ! 
But I have long forborn, Madam, to endea- 
our to aſſign any natural Cauſe to any 
Thing that belongs to you. I know that 
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This is to teach you, Madam, tai take 


Freu ere what you ſay another Time, ?aud5tp 
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of e you give to the Gen- 


tlemen uf your Province. :I hope that in 
Solitude, he will ſometimes agree. 


1 — ou, by relating to you hi) 


— — h, till :you ſuffer youn 
publiſh, Sal craintptbeichs great. 

eſt in che W World. But whatever Wenden 
ve read of him, it muſt be confeſs'd your 
Fortune 1s us as his; and of all 
the Enchantments —— he put an En 
to, there is not one but what: you could 
have finiſh'd, unleſs perhaps it e-that of 
the Bow o loyal Lovers. In Effect, my 
Lord, you have ſhemn to France a Roger 
more amiable and accompliſh'd, than him 
_of-:Greece, and of Ariofto, and without en- 
chanted Armour, without the Aſſiſtance 


one: of Algui Aiquif or Urganda : In ſhort if 


without any o 
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many Books we have of theirs.- You have 
been the Ornament and Prize of three ſe- 

veral Courſes; yot have known how to 
have Kings for your Rivals, without ha- 
ving them for your Enemies, and to pof; 
ſeſs Their Favour and that of their Miſtreſſes 
at the ſame Time; and in an Age where 
Diſcretion, + Civility, and true Gallantry 
were baniſh'd from this Court, you have 
taken them into your own Perſon, as into 
an Aſlum, where they have been admir d 


: 


by all the World, without Wein imitable 
by any Body. And 1 muſt confeſs, one 
the chief Reaſons which induc'd me to ſen 
you this Book, was to let you ſee what 
Advantage you have even over thoſe that 
were form'd at Pleaſure to be an Example 
to others, and how far ſhort. the Invention 
of the Italians and Spaniards is of your 
Virtue, In the mean while, I humbly 
bes you to believe, that amongſt the many 
Affections at has gain'd you, it has inſpir 
none with ſo much Admiration nor real 
Paſſion as it has me; and that I am, more 
than I can expreſs, and with all Reſpect, 


My Lord, 
Tour, &c. 7 
ry 1 eh? ; ? 357 
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1 | 
| Mademoiſelle de RAMBOUILLLET. | 


LETTER VI. 
 MaDaM, E - £164: 240 

LL the Means that you have taught 
| me to make iny Nl enly, are of no 
Uſe to me in this Country; and the more 
reaſonable yonr Advice 1 ms to be, the 

leſs Cauſe 1 have to be comforted, for ha- 
ving loſt the Pleaſure of hearing one who 
argues ſo perfectly well. Every Body here 
aſſures me that this is a very agreeable 

Place, and there is not one that belongs to 
my Lord's Train, who has not a Highneſs, 
or at leaſt a Princeſs, to converſe with. 
Bnt however gallant the Court of Lorain 
may be, I am as lonely in it, as I was 
about eight Months ago in the Journies of 
la Beauſſe ; and I have ſeen better Company | 
in the Streams of Paris, than I have yet 
met with in the Dutcheſs's Chamber. [l 
can't tell whether tis an Effect of the 
Spleen, which I have been tormented with 
for ſome time ; but in my Opinion, there 
are no more Perſons of Converſation, be- 
© fides thoſe which I ſaw in the laſt * 

; | I ha 
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1 had the Honour to go with you; and I 
could diſcourſe much more agreeably with 
M—— than I could do with the Dutcheſs 
of The Melancholy I have in 
my Heart and Eyes, makes every Face 
appear to me me as if I ſaw it thro the 
Smoke of Brandy, and I can ſee nothing 
here but what ſeems frightfal to me. 
Thoſe Hours which the Marquis calls the 
Hours of Digeſtion, laſt me from Morning 
till Night; and I am ſuch ill Company, 
that M. de Chaudebonne is angry about it, 
and I can plainly ſee that he takes it ill: 
But I have made my Peace with him, by 
promiſing one of theſe Days to talk to him 
tor two Hours together, and that I will 
tell him a Story more agreeable than that 
of Heliodorus, and made by a Perſon more 
handſome than Char iclaa. You will eaſily 
judge, Madam, that tis that of Alcidalis 
my Zelida, which I have promisd him, 
for that can be ſaid of no other. As ſtu- 
pid as I'm grown, don't fear, that in telling 
it I ſhall rob it of any of its Beauty, for 
in all my Misfortunes, I have ſtill preſerv'd 
my Memory ſound, and I believe it will 
ſerve me faithfully when *'tis for you, 
ſince you have as much Share in it as any 
Body, and I am, more than I can expreſs, 


. 8 7 3 Madam, | 
: | 75 | Tour, &c. > 
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ir kale pu 
LETTER VII. 


MA DAM, 
Here never were ſuch fine Enchant. 
1 ments as yours are, and all the Ma. 
gicians that ever made Uſe of Tmages of 
Wax, never work'd ſuch ſtrange Effects 
with them as you. That which you ſent me 
has fill'd all who have ſeen it with Amaze- 


ment, and what is much more admirable, 


and which I believe no Magick can bring 
to pals, it has ſtruck Madam the Marchio- 
nels of Rambouillet with Love, and me with 
Joy, the ſame Day you went away. I cant 
comprehend how this could happen to you; 
but the Letter and Preſent which came from 
you, really made me forget all my Misfor- 
tunes; and 1 receiv'd the little Europa with | 
as much Satisfaction, as if I had been pre | 
ſented with that which makes one of the 


three Parts of the World, and which is di- 


vided into ſeveral Kingdoms. And indeed 
it is of more Value, ſince it reſembles you; 
and Madam the Marchioneſs, under that 
Pretence, robd me of it by Force, and 
{wore by Styx ſhe ſhould not leave her 
Cloſet. Thus Europa has been run awa 
= wit 
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with a ſecondTume,and,in,myOpinion,mnehs 
more glorioufly. than when ſhe was. ſtoln 
away by Jupiter. Tis true, to appeaſe 
me, they have given me two Dogs, with 
ſuch long Snouts, that in my Mind th 

are well worth a Gentle woman; and I don't 
know whether there is e er a one at Paris 
that I would change them for: Indeed in the 
Humour I am now in, I ought no longer to 
converſe with reaſonable Creatures; and 
in my Deſpair I wiſh I were in a Defart, in 
the Claws of the moſt eruel of the Lions, 
I, who ſaid that one ought to love nothing 
but Dogs. Yon, who made them gallant, 
pray make them grateful too, and let them 
ſometimes remember me, ſince J honour 
them more than any one in the World, 


mr, 
| Mademoiſelle, 
Ao, Ke. 


To Mademoiſelle C HAL AIS. 
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12 not care to put you in Danger, any 
more łhan the Marchioneſs, by making 


you read this Letter; but, I believe, Per- 
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fons who have taken the Tincture of Gold, 
cannot be infe&ed. For my Part, I every 


Morning take three Grains of Antimony, 


and ſix of the Fiſhes Eyes, which you know 
of; with this I may ſafely go any where. 
Pray continne to honour me with your 
Love ; for if that once fails me, I ſhall 
take my Antimony unprepard. I am, 


Madam, 
With all my Heart, 
| Tour, & c. 
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To the Marchi. neſ. 4 de SAB L E. 
LETTER IX. 


Maran, © 
Receiv'd with your Letter the greateſt | 
oy I have been ſenfible of fince your 
Abſence. If you conſider with how much 
Friendſhip and Wit all thoſe are written 
which yen do me the Honour to ſend me, 
you would not doubt it; and you would 
not entertain ſuch an Opinion of my Neg- 
ligence, if Fortune had not loft the laſt [ 
writ to yon. Tis a Loſs which you have 
Reaſon to be concern'd for, ſince there was 
| | one 
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one from Mademoiſelle de Rambouillet in it. 
She deſires you to learn of Madam de St. 
Amand, ſor whom tis directed, what is become 
of it, for ſhe is in Pain about it, becauſe of 
ſeveral Things which ſhe tells you in it. 
For my Part, Madam, I aſſure you I take ſo 
much Pleaſure in writing to you, that I 
don't take more in being idle. And my 
Letters are writ with ſuch a true Affection, 
that if you conſider d well of it, you would 
eſteem them more than thoſe which you 
alk of me again. Thoſe proceeded only 
from my Head, . theſe proceed from my 
Heart; thoſe; were a Trouble to me, theſe 
eaſe me extreamly. Is it not true, Madam, 
that I ſhould have made you angry, if I 
had put any more of thoſt and theſe and 
that you would have been amaz d at the 
Novelty of the Style? I had a Thought of 
doing it, to ſee what you would ſay; but 
ſince you were abſent, I have had no In- 
clination for Mirth ; and I ſhould have left 
this Place long ago, had not ſome Affairs 
detain'd me. My Slothfulneſs was born 
under the happieſt Conſtellation in the 
World; it always finds ſome Pretence or 
other for every thing that it does not care 
to do; and I have put off my Journey 
from Week to Week, nor has it been 
my Fault that I ſtay'd here till now. I 
believe, Madam, you won't think this 
TANG F908. wap der ord. 
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here, 
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here, if the Cart of thoſe that were infect- 
ed with the Plague, had not frighten d you 
away. But I am reſolvd to force my ſelf 
away from Paris in ten or twelve Days, 
and I believe I ſhall have no great Trouble 
in it. At leaft the ſtrongeſt Tie that re- 
tain'd me, was remoy'd the Day that you 
Tet out; and if any thing now could keep 
me here, twould be Madam and Made- 
moiſelle de Rumbouillet, who every Day tell 
me I ought to be gone. I can aſſure 
You, Madam, without offending againſt the 
Freedom with which I ought to ſpeak to 
vou, that you are dor d by thoſe two 
Ladies as much as you can defire; and I 
hear them ſpeak of you every Day with 
ſo much Tenderneſs, that one of the chief 
Things for which I loye them, is the Af- 
fection they bear to you. Have no more 
Diſtruſt therefore of them than of me, and 
dont reckon their Friendſhip amongſt the 
Happineſſes which yon might ſpare. I 
am very glad, you have confirm'd the 
others who were not of that Nature, and 
that you have put your Affairs in the Or- 
der you deſir d. I humbly thank you for 
not 1 ot the Care of mine. In 
my Negle . ſuch Things, it would be 


neceſſary for me to know what I have to 
do, from one whom I dare not diſobey, 
and who adviſes and commands at the 
ſame Time. That which gave me ſo much 

| | Trouble 
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Trouble, and detain'd me fo long, is in 
a better Poſture than I could have expected, 
and I believe we ſhall bring it to a Conclu-- 


ſion for a Piece of Money. But I ſhall. 


think my {eli well come off, af it coſt me 
no more than that; and beſides, Madam, 
IL am leſs fond of Money than ever, ſince: 
I am aſſur'd that you have it. Let the 
worſt come to the worſt, with the Secrets- 
I have in Chymiſtry and Phyſick, you 
may very well entertain me; and when 
you have a Mind I ſhould uſher you by 
the Hand, tis but giving me the Habit of 
a Gentleman. You rghtly imagin d that 
I ſhould ſtand in need of your Intereſt with 
Mademoiſelle d Aticbi; and I humbly beg 
you, Madam, to write to her for me. I have 
ſeen her but once ſince your Tan. 
That, and what Monſieur Nerli may have ſaid 


to her, will, I hope, make her believe that 


you recommend to her one who is not in- 
different to you, and whois faithful enough 
to deſerve that Favour of you. If ſhe he- 
lieves thus, Madam, I think ſhe will judge 
better of this than of a great many other 
Things: For tis true, and forgive me, 
Madam, if I do not tell it you With Re- 
ſpect enough, that I love nothing in che 
World ſo much as you; and that I am, 
with all my Heart, 7 01423045 woe 
Madam 

Tour, & , 


C5 


4 To. 


— * 45 — —— — — 

— 8 A 4 > we, TY os Ws * 

* CE Inn - * 1 

1 * oF * E 7 7 

— 7 S— Fa — 8 7 2 4 
5 Sl — — N l _ 3 


— 82 ——— —— 


1 * 
'JI 


— + oo 0 
N «2 
—_ 8 — fr _ 5 
= _ — * waz 8 = 2 4 * * 5 
uo TR ; A ⅛˙ ů . ² ent 


4 4 
| 
| 


34 Mon ſieur VolruR E, Letters. 
Jo the ſame. 


ern. 


MA DAM, 


Y . E Moment I ſaw the Beginning cf 
1 your Letter, I admird your Judg: 
ment; for you did indeed perceive a Senti- 
ment which lay conceal'd in my Heart, be- 
fore I my ſelf did. For my Part, I thought 
I was in mighty Haſte to be gone; but 
however glad 1 always am to hear frem 
. yon, I own when 1 ſaw Nobineau, 1 was in 
à little Conſternation, to think that I had 
then no farther Excuſe for ſtaying here; 
and 1 believe I ſhould have been very glad 
to have been without that Joy for {even or 
eight Days longer. Yet, Madam, what- 
ever Uneaſineſs I may have, I can eaſily 
be comforted, by the Concern you ſhew for 
- my Intereſt ; and I am mightily pleas'd to 
ſee that you have writ more Letters for 
me in one Night, than you have done in 
four Years for Madam de Loges, and Madam 
* FAnbigni. Tis certainly the greateſt Proof 
of Aﬀeion n it is poſſible for me to get from 
you, eſpecially, when I. conſider it with 
e Circumſtance you writ. to me of; and 

I need not doubt, but you would do any 


thing 


— od 
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thing for the Advancement of my Fortune, 


ſince you take Pains for it. I acknowledge 
this Obligation, Madam, with the Heart 
you know me to be Owner of; and beſides 
the Satisfaction I receive in this, with re- 
gard to my ſelf, I am alſo extreamly glad 
to find that you are as generous and good a 
Friend as I always deſir'd you ſhould be; 
and I ſwear I am ſo contented with this 
Part of my Fortune, that 1 believe I ſhall 
neglect it in every thing elſe, and that I 
ſhall deſpiſe the Friendſhip of Queens eve- 


ry Time I think of yours. I deſire you - 


therefore, Madam, to be very well ſatiſ- 
{yd with what you have done for me, 
without giving your ſelf any Diſturbance 
2 bout the Succeſs or Fruit your Letters wall 
bring me; and if you writ them with an 
Intent to procure me either Profit or Ho- 
nour, be aſſur d they have already had the 
Effect. you deſir d. I ſhall not fail to deh- 
ver them with the Order you command. 
You did well in excuſing the Style, for 
really I could hardly, endure that Jargon 
of Mar fcia, Merlin, and Alexis. Yet, amidſt 
ns RT One EE 
wonde 1 and a. t 
Zeal to do ſomething for me. . 
ſay to Mademoiſelle Rambouillet is very co- 
mical, namely, that if Care be not taken, 


I ſhall go to Flanders as I went to Vaugirard; 


and in my Opinion, that one Word is worth 
C 6 a whole 


>> i * * Y 
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a whole Letter. *Tis trne, Madam, had 
it not been for the Care that was taken to 
give me Notice, I ſhould have gone with 
the Meſſenger of Bruſſels. And to tell you 
the Truth, I take this Journey fo unwil 
Iingly, that I can't imagine why I ſhould 
fear being taken up ; and were it not for 
Madam - I ſhould be very well 
contented to paſs the reſt of the Winter in 
a Chamber of the Baſtile, ſo it were but 
warm enough. The 18 entirely 
Tuin'd ; M. de —— was four Months ago 
in ſtrict Friendſhip with him and Mon- 
fienr de Bellegarde : You may well imagine, 
Madam, he will be ne'er the better for it, 
nor I neither. Mademoiſelle d Atichi has 
1 me Wonders, and with as much 
tindneſs as you yourſelf could have done: 
Fl aſſure you, I never deferv'd it of her, 
neither can I tell whether or no I ever ſhall. 
'Yon may be ſecure of Madam de Villery, 
and of every thing elſe. I have receiv'd 
all your Advice, and I ſhall take it. Ma- 
dam and Mademoiſelle de Rambouillet love 
you mightily. I bid you Farewel, Ma- 
dam, with Tears in my Eyes; and give 
Jou my Word, I love you as much as you 
deſerve, and more than you can imagine. 


Ne 


+ 
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” 


To the ſame. 


LETTER AL 
MA DAM, F 
D ally ttis very ungrateful in you, 
8805 to give your ſelf the Trouble 
to ſend me an Anſwer; and being more 
idle even than I my ſelf, is too idle of 
all Conſcience. Whatever fair Excuſes I 
might have, for being fix Months with- 
out writing to you, I could not let Ro- 
bineau go, without aſſuring you, that after 
all, I am more your humble Servant than 
ever. *Tis too true, Madam, that you can. 
never loſe me, be as negligent as yon will: 
I ſhould be very glad, and ſo would Made- 
moiſelle de Chalazs, to fave my ſelf. from 
your Service; and there are ſome cer- 
tain People here, that would not think 
it Labour loſt to ſteal me away, but I 
can never conſent to it; and to me, it 
would be as bad as deſtroying me, to 
fave me in ſuch & manner. Madam de 
Rembonillet commanded me to tell you, 
that to ſupply your Want of an inge- 
nious Perſon, to be in- the Place of her 
you have loſt, ſhe has ſent you Made- 
” moiſelle 
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moiſelle————who, as good Luck would 
have it, had not ſettled herſelf. She 
believes you will receive her as one ſhe has 
choſen for you, and has caus d her to ſet 
out, to come you, two Days ago. I ſhould 
not have writ this Raillery, if I had 
been commanded to do it; for, in ſerious 
Sadneſs, Madam, my Heart's too full of 
the little Regard you have for me; diſ- 


charge it of that Uneaſineſs I beſeech 


Entirely Tour. 
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To the ſame. 


LETTER XII. 
IF you take no Care about wy Pleaſure 
1 or Repoſe, at leaſt take ſome about 
my Fortune. I am no juſt upon the 
Point of being gone, without any further 
Delay, except it be till I have heard from 


you; I am afraid the Letters you have 
given me, will be teo old: If you ſtill 
keep up your Intelligence in that Coun- 


try, I believe it would do me no — 


— 
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if you gave me others, wherein you ſhall 
if you think fit: If you don't, at leaſt, 
you would do well to ſpeak for your 
ſelf, and by your Letters renew the Aſ⸗ 
ſurances of your Fidelity and Service. 
And this, Madam, will howevet be ſome 
Recommendation for me: I humbly beg 
you would ſend them me as ſoon as 
poſſible, for I wait only for them to be- 
gin my Journey: I bid you farewel, Ma- 
dam, with ſo much ction and Ten- 
derneſs, that it would be more dange- 
rous for Nerlt to ſee this than the other; 
and I ſwear I am more concern d at goin 
further off from yon, than at parting wit 
all thoſe whom I leave here. And in- 
deed, Madam, you will for ever be more 
conſiderable to me, than all the reſt of 
the World; and if you knew how true 
this is, you your ſelf would be ſatisfyd, 
you, who can never be contented, unlefs 
on have the ſole Poſſeſſion of all Hearts. 
ſpeak this with the ſame Sincerity, as 
I ſhall do my laſt Words upon my Death- 


Bed: There never will be any Body that 


I ſhall love, honour, and eſteem, ſo much 

as you; and I ſhall always be, Madam, at 

all Times, and in all Places, 
Tour, &c. 


To 


Ro 
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I Return you vu 8 and gg 
Thanks, for not complaining of me, 


and Ell aſſure 7 Body have leſs 5 Jo 
do it, than any in the World. 


amaz d at your — that the Perf; — 


Who do me the Honour to love me, blame 
me for my; Slothfulneſs, and yet are ſo 
flothful themſelves, that they reproach 


me by Proxy. In the Condition I am in, 
it would be much better done, to ſend. 


me Comfort than chide me; and thoſe 
Who are in Afflictiol and Baniſhment, 
d. who have loſt their All, have, but 
little Heart to divert others. When 


1 ſay this, I would not have you think 


I complain of that rare Perſon, whoſe 
Merit and want of Health, ſet her aboye 
all ſorts of Duty: But thoſe who. write 
out ot wantonneſs of Heart, and only to 
ſay fine Things, are not, in my 
to be excus d for omitting to do me that 
Honour. TU aſſure you there never was 
| Melan- 


Monſaur VorTUR E's Letters. 41 
Melancholy equal to mine; and, if I 
P WM durſt write mournful Letters, I eould ſay 
N Things that would cleave your Heart. 
But, to tell you the Truth, I had much 
rather have it remain entire; and I 
ſhould be afraid, if it were once in two, 
it would be divided in my Abſence. Lou 
oy hät wo! can - make of the fine 
ings. I hear you ſay: But pray, Ma- 
dam, do you, <q hows I am ble d for 
that, take care to ſend me ſome now and 
then, ſince I know how to make ſuch 
ens of them, and tranſmit ſome 
Words to me, which I may remember as 
long as I have thoſe. Alf thoſèe which 
I have hitherto ſeen of yours, are ſo in- 
different, that they have not in the leaſt 
taken from my Diſturbance; and I hum- 
bly beg you to ſend me ſome that may 
have more Virtue in them, ſince. you 
can give what you' pleaſe' to thoſe that 
belong to you. If you don't, I ſhall think . 
the haſty - Reconciliation, "which was ſb. 
ſuddenly clapt up before my Departure, 
was falſe; and that there is nothing ſin- 
cere in you, but your Caldneſs and In- 
difference. You may judge, whether nit 
be poſſible for me to live with this Ima- 
gination, and whether you are not the 
moſt miſchievous Body in the World, if 
you put me to ſich imminent Danger. 
I conjure you to have more 9 
0 or 
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for yon are very much bound to do id 
ſince I am more than ever., 


0 Tru 13 Tour, &c. 


P. S. Aſter having writ this Letter, 1 I the 
thought there were five or ſix Drachms Da 
of Love in it; but tis ſo long ago ſince I ſor 
I have mention'd it, that I: could not 
forbear, and then I am ſo little, that you to 
know there is no great Danger of me. th 
The Man you ſpeak of, has been dead in 
this great while; it remains only to bury T 
him, but they have not done it yet, I ſe 
through Negligenee. 
F 5 Tour, &c. be 
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"Madan, CE Ge 

1 Am far from finding any Fault with 

1 your Prudence, ſince it is joyn d with 

ſo much Goodneſs, and is not leſs 155 
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for the Good of others, than for your 
own, I confeſs, I was amaz d to find my 
ſelf the firſt unhappy Wretch that you 
abandon d; and that you ſliould try upon 
me the Experiment of that pityleſs Vir- 
tue, which could not yet be compatible 
with your Goodneſs. And, indeed, ſince 
thoſe Actions, in which there is moſt 
Danger, are moſt eſteem'd, it is not rea- 
ſonable always to expect ſo much Safety 
in doing Good; and you, Madam, I take 
to be 8 oblig d to take care of 
the Unhappy, ſince, by a Word fpeak- 
ing, you may change their Condition. 
Thoſe which you did me the Honour to 
ſend me, have producd in me all the 
Effect you can imagine, and I have ſince 
been grievd at nothing, but at my In- 
ability to ſhew you the Senſe I have of 
them. It muſt be ound, Madam, when 
you are not miſchievous, you are the moſt 
accompliſh'd Lady in the World; and the 
Goodneſs, which in any other is ſo amia- 
able, is much more eſtimable in you, in 


' whom it is better ncoompany than it 


ever was in any other. I ſhonld not ſo 
long have deferrd returning you m 
Thanks for that you have been pleas d 
to ſhew me, if I had had an Opportu- 
nity to do it; and this Letter I put in- 
to the Hands of 5 
able to conceive — 
| ; | 4 
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all the Difficulties and Flames which ſur: 
round us. Let I believe it will be ſo hap- 
py as to eſcape, ſince tis to you that tis 
directed; aid you will not fail to receive it, 
by means of the good Fortune which you 
_ fay attends you in alb inſignificant Matters. 
I have a great deal to ſay to you that 
is not inſignificant, which I ſheuld be 
glad to have you know; but I believe you 
deſire T ſhould be prudent as well as you, 
and not write any thing that will admit 
of Explanation. Yet, tho we are of con- 
trary Parties, I fancy I may ſay, without 
a Crime, that there is no Body, even in 
ours, I would follow fo willingly, as yon, 
and that Tfnall be all my Life-time, with 
all Refpe& and fincere Eſteem, 


5 e : Tour, &e. 
PE 
EET ee , | | e ; ; 


© Ld * 
— 4 . * ; N * 
— "y 7 T x 8 v , , W A 4 % * 0 18 
* . 1 \ 1 33 if OD 1 14 . s 
| F 7 0 it * X 
I 7 194 . 41 £ 30 
* F ” * 1 7 þ N 8 7 bi J 
$a ——— - Gow od 
3 p E p ' - p 
: 4 4 ' F 5 x 


DIR, VE. HOT ter 10t Ane 
I it be true, that I have always kept 
the Rank, which you tell me I have 
held in your Memory, methinks you have 
ſhewn but an — Concern *. my 
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Monſieur Vo1TURE's Letters. 43 
Satisfaction, in delaying ſo long to impart 
the pleaſing News IK and in ſuffering 
me ſo long to be the happieſt of Men, 
without dreaming I was ſo. But, perhaps, 
you were of Opinion, that this very good 
Fortune, was ſo infinitely above any thing 
that I could in reaſon hope for, that it was 
neceſſary you ſhould take Time to invent 
Arguments, which might render it credi- 
ble, and that you had an Occaſion to em- 
ploy all the Power of Rhetorick to perſwade 
me, that you had not forgot me. And 
thus far, at leaſt, I muſt needs confeſs, that 
you have been very quit, that reſolving to 
let me have nothing but Words for all the 
Affection you owe me, the Choice which 
you have made of them, has been ſo rich, 
and ſo beautiful, that, let me die, if I be- 
lieve the Thing they aſſure me of would be 
of greater Value: This, at leaſt, I'm ſure 
of, that they would ſfhce to counterbat- 
lance any Friendſhip but mine. I am on- 
ly diſcontented at one thing, and that is, 
that ſo much Artifice, and ſo much Elo- 
quence, ſhould not be able to diſguiſe the 
Truth from me and that in this I ſhould 
reſemble your own Shepherdeſſes, who 
are too ſilly to be beguild by a Man of 
Wit. But, indeed, you muſt excuſe me, 
if I am ſomething inelin d to ſuſpect an 
Art, which could invent e 
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46 Monfieur VoixuRE Letters. 
for a Quartan Ague, and for Nero, and 
an Art which you have at more Command 
than ever Man had before you. All thoſe 
Graces, and that Air of the Court, which 
I ſo much admire in yours, convince me 
rather of the Excellence of your Wit,than 
of the Goodneſs of your Will. And from 
all the fine things which you have ſaid in 
my Favour, all that I can conclude, even 
when J am inclind to flatter myſelf, is, That 
Fortune has been pleas d to give me a 
Place in your Dreams: Nay, I know not 
if the very Extravagancies of a Soul ſo 


exalted as yours, are not too ſerious, and 


too reaſonable, to deſcend ſo low as to me. 
And I ſhall eſteem myſelf too obligingly 
us d hy you, if you have but ſo much as 
dream d that you love me. For to ima- 
gine, that you have reſerv'd a Place for me 
amidit thoſe ſublime Thoughts, which are, 
at preſent, empluy d in recompencing the 
Virtues of all the World, and diſtributirg 


Shares of Glory to Mankind; to imagire 


this, would be extream Preſumption in me. 
I have too great an Opinion of your Un- 


derſtanding, to believe that you could be 


guilty 


Some Wits, to ſhew their Floquence, have taken 

extraordinary Subjects: One has choſen the Praiſe 

of Nero, another, that of a Quartan Ague, and of 

- Folly; and Furetiere did not diſdain to write a L:t- 
ter to Zack-Catch, 
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guilty of any thing that is ſo much below 
you; and I thould be unwilling, that your 
Enemies ſhould have that toobje& to you. 
Iam perfectly ſatisty d, that the only Aﬀe- 
ction which you can have juſtly for any one 
is that which you owe to yourſelf,” and 
that Precept of ſtudying ones ſelf, which 
is a Leſſon of Humility to all beſides you, 
ought to have a contrary Effect in relation 
to you, and oblige yon tu contemn whate- 
rer you find withcut you. And therefore 
here let me ſwear to you, That, without 
pretending to any Share in your Affection, 
I ſhould have been very well ſatisfy'd, if 
you had preſerv'd,” with never fo little 
Care, the Friendſhip which I have vow'd 
eternally to have for you, and that you 
would have plac'd it, if not amongſt the 
Things which yon value, at leaſt amongſt 
thoſe which you are not forward to loſe. 
But, in leaving me here with that lovely 
Rival, of whom you. made mention of in 
yours, you have ſhewn, let me tell you, 
too little Jealouſy ; and you have ſuffer'd 
her to gain ſo much Advantage of you, 


1 — — 


* Theophile, and Father Geulu, General of the Order 
of St. Bernard, were two of Balzac's greateſt Enemies, 
and thoſe that were the moſt formidiblo. Theophile 
writ a bloody, tho agreeable, Letter againſt that 
Author; and Father Goru, under tlie Name of Ni- 
larchus, writ two Volumes againſt him, which are 
almoſt as dull as The Roman Citizen, 
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that I have reaſon to ſuſpect, that you have 
conſpir'd with her, to do me a Miſchict, 
And therefore I have more Reaſon than you 
to complain, that ſhe has enxich d herſelf 
by your Loſſes, and that you have ſuffer d 


her to get into her Power, that which I } 


thought to have ſecur d from her Tyranny, 
by entruſting it in your Hands, If you 
had been willing to have made never ſo 
little Defence, the better part of my ſelf 
had yet been our own; but you, by your 
Negligence, have ſuffer'd. her to 1ze 
it; and to advance her Conqueſt at ſuch 
rate over me, that tho I ſhould ſurren- 
55 to you all that remains of me, you 
would not have ſo much as one half of 
1955 which you, have, Joſt. Nevertheleſs, 


et me aſſure you, That you have gain d 
in my Eſteem, as much as you have loſt 
in my Affection; and that at the very 

ime that I Was beginning to love you 
eſs, I was fore d to honour you more. 1 
rep. 
parture, which does not go 3 all that 
ou had done before: And by your. laſt 
Works you have the Honour of excelling 
him who fſurpaſs'd all others. It cannot 
therefore but appear ſtrange, 'that when 
you have ſo much reaſon to be contented, 
you ſhould: yet be complaining ; and that 
you yourſelt ſhould be the only great Man 
who remains diſfatisfy'd with you. At pre- 
. | | ent 
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ſent all France 1s liſtening to you, and you 
are indifferent to no Man, who has but 
learn'd to read. All who are concern d for 
the Honour of their Country, are not more 
inquiſitive after what the Mareſchal de Ce- 
qui is doing, than they are after what is 
doing by you. And you are the Perſon 
who can make more Noiſe in *your Sohi- 
tude, than the moſt happy and moſt re- 
nown'd of our Generals, -at the Head of for- 
ty thouſand Men. Can you wonder then, 
that with ſo much Glory, you ſhould be 
obnoxious to Envy; arid that the very ſame 
Judges with whom 79 — was Criminal, and 
who condemn'd Ari ſtides and Socrates, ſhould 
not unanimouſly do Juſtice to your Deſert? 
The People can plead Preſcription for ha- 
ting the very Qualities which they admire 
in any one. Every Thing which tran- 
ſcends em, they think affronts em; and 
they can better bear with a common Vice, 
than an extraordinary Virtue. So that if 
that Law was in Force amongſt us, of 

D | bani- 


* By this Word Solitude, he means the Village 
call'd Balzac. Tis a little Place near Angonuleſme, 


where M. de Blzac was retir'd to ſtudy at Quiet. He 


himſelf calls it, ſomerimes, his Solitude, and ſome- 
times his Hermitage, His Friend Mainard calls him 
the Hermit of Charente. | 

+ Heretofore in Greece, the Cities, where the Peo- 
ple rul'd, often banifh'd thoſe that were moſt 
rich, who had moſt Credit, or were moſt powerful 
in Friends; and this. ſort of Exile wascalPd Oraciſm 
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baniſhing the moſt powerful for Authority 
or Reputation, I make no doubt, but that 
you would ſtand the Mark ef the publick 
| — And I believe evn the Cardinal 
would not run greater Hazard. But, for 
God's fake, have a care of calling that 
your Misfortune, which is but that of the 
Age: And complain no more of the Inju- 
ſtice of Men, ſince all, who have Worth, 
axe of your Side; and that amongſt them 
ou have found a Friend, whom yet, per- 
haps, you may loſe once more; at leaſt, 1 
ſhall do my utmoſt to put you into a Con- 
dition of doing ſo. For every Man's dar- 
ling Vanity, at preſent, is to be accounted 
ours. For my own part, I have always 
in ſo publick a manner profeſs d my ſelf 
Jo, that if, thro ill Fortune, I ſhould not 
be able to love you ſo much as I have done, 
Jet here let me ſwear to you, that you 
ſhall” be the only Man to whom I will 
dare to declare it; and that I will always B 
own myſelf to the reſt of the World, to al 
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be as much as ever, 8 
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Tours, &c. V 
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-- He means Cardinal Richlien, a Miniſter of State, 
the greateſt and moſt fortunate, the moſt fear'd and 5 
moſt hated, that perhaps ever was. He dy'd in 16439 fo 


five Months before Lows XII, 
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To the Marqueſs of RAMBOUILLET, 
Embaſſador. at the Court of Spain. 
"BETTER NV 

My LokD, 8 
Could never have believd it poſſible, 
that I ſhould give you any Reaſon to 
complain of me, or that ever Libels ſhould. 
be written againſt me in Madrid. And to 
deal ſincerely with 72 I ſhould not eaſily 
have been appeas d for the one or the o- 
ther, if, when I receivd that unhappy 
News, I had not, at the ſame Time, met 
with an Account of your Welfare, and the 
great Reputation you daily gain among a 
Sort of Men, who, before they ſaw you, 
could not admire any thing but themſelves. 
But ſince I number all your Happineſſes 
amongſt my own, I muſt think it abſo- 
lutely unlawful for me to be N | 
at a Time when all Europe ſpeaks ſo ad- 
vantagiouſly of you: Nor can I do leſs 
than rejoyce as often as I hear it ſaid here, 
that you have taught the Spamards Humi- 
lity, and that they honour you as much as. 
if you were of the Blood of the Guzmans, 
or that of the Mendoza s. You may there- 
tore conclude, my Lord, that my Spul is 
| D 2 a more 
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more tender than you make it; and that I 
Have this at leaſt common with all the 
Vartuous, that I concern my ſelf in what- 
ever good Fortune happens to you. Tis 
true, I had once reſolvd with myſelf to 
mother this Sentiment, fo as not to com- 
municate it even to you: For amidſt 
thoſe great Affairs, whereof you have now 
your Hands full, I thought it a Breach of 
publick Peace, to occaſion the leaſt Diver- 
1ion of your Thoughts, by any unneceſſary 
Addreſs; and how much Liberty ſoever 
you might have given me to do it, yet 
ſhould I not have had Confidence enough 
to make Uſe of it, if I had not another 
extraordinary Adventure to acquaint you 
with. Be pleas d then to know, that upon 
Sunday the 21ſt of the laſt Month, about 
Tywelve at Night, the King and the Queen- 
Mother, having aſſembled the whole Court 
at one End of the great Hall, in the Lon- 
vre, where nothing appear 'd before, a great 
Brightneſs broke borch on a ſuddain, and 
cooper Mag appear d, amidſt an in- 
finite Number of Lights, a Company of 
Ladies, cover d all over with Gold and pre- 
cious Stones, and appear d as if they were 
newly deſcended from Heaven: But there 
was one amongſt the reſt, ſo eaſily obſer- 
vable, as if ſhe had been all alone; and I 
verily believe that human Eyes never 
Aw any thing ſo excellent. She was the 


very 


* 
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very lame; my Lord, that upon another 
Occaſion, had been ſo n un- 
der the Name, and in the Habit of Pyra- 
mus, and that had another Time appear d. 
among the Rocks of Rambouillet, with the 
Bow and Countenance of Diana. But ima- 
ine not, that you can repreſent to your- 
If above half her Beauty, if you mea-- 
ſure it only by what you have ſeen; and 
know, that this Night the Faines had ſhed 
on her thoſe, ſecret Advantages of Beauty, 


which make the Difference between Wo- 


men and Goddeſſes: For even when ſhe 
had maſk'd herſelf, with the reſt, in order 


to the Ball which they were to preſent, © 


and conſequently had loſt the Advantage- 
her Face gave her. over 'em, the Majeſty 
of her Stature and Carriage, render d her 


as; remarkable as before; and whitherſde- 
ver ſhe went; ſhe dome: glone with herthe 


Eyes. and Heart of all Beholders, inſo- 


much, that renouncing the Error I was in, 


in believing ſhe could not dance excel lent- 
ly well; L now. confeſs,. with 2 great deal 


of Shame, it was only ſhe that could. 


And this very Judgment was ſo generally 
given by all preſent, that tlioſe that cant 
endure to hear her Praiſes, muſt certainly” 
baniſh themſelves. from the Court, This, 
my Lord, acquaints you, that while you: 
receive great Honours where you are, yo 
maſs. greater Enjoyments here; and that 

5811 a 3 For: 
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Fortune, how nobly ſoever ſhe may employ 
,you-elſe-where, does you no ſmall Injury, 

whenever ſhe takes you from your own 
Houſe. For, in fine, now that you have 
»paſs'd the Pyrexean Mountains, if you ſhould 
- paſs that Sea which ſeparates Enrope and A. 
Fica, and proceeding farther, would viſit 
that other Side of the World, which Na- 
ture ſeems to have ito! pls at a great Di- 
| ſtance, purpoſely for the greater Safety of 
her Wealth and Treaſure, you ſhould not 
find any thing there ſo rare or entertain- 
ing, as what you have left behind you; 
and, indeed, all other Parts of the Uni- 
verſe cannot afford you' what may equal 
that which yon have left at Paris. This 
makes me believe your Abfence will not 
be long; and that as ſoon as his Majelty's 
Affairs ſhall give you Leave, you will re- 
turn hither, to enjoy! that Happmeſs which 
none but you yourſelf can be worthy of. 
But, my Lord, I am not ſatisfy d, whether 
- =, Are 2 a Nation that 
has made ſo great Ufurpations upon us, 
to have Austen in cel Ponce, tha ac- 
cordingly fear the Spaniards will be as loth 
to part with you, as la Valteline. This Fear 
certainly would put me into a' far greater 
Diſorder, were I not confident that thoſe 
of the Council of Spain, have not, ſince 
you came into the Conntry, been Maſters 
el their own Reſolutions; and gs" 
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have made too many humble Servants: 
there, to ſtand in Fear of any Violence. 


We may then hope, as ſoon as the Sun, 


which ſcorches Men, and dries up River 

{hall begin to re-aſſume his Heat, you tl. 
return hither and overtake the Spring, 
which you had already pafs d over there, 
and gather Violets, after you have ſeen 
the Fall of Roſes. | For my own part, I 
expect this Seaſon with very much Impati- 
ence; not. ſo much, becauſe it furniſhes us 
with Flowers and fine Weather, as that it 
brings your Return; and I promiſe you, 
I ſhall not think it pleaſant, if it comes 
without you. I am of the Opinion, you 
will eaſily believe what I ſay; for Tam 
confident you'll allow me to be fo good, 
as that I ſhould paſſionately wiſh that Hap- 
1 7 wherein fo many are concern d; be- 
tides that, you know how particularly 


Fam 
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To Madam DE SAINTOT, fent 


with the Orlando Furiofo of Arioſto. 


q Tranſlated into French by du Roſſer. 
LETTER XVII. 


 MaDan, ys | 
His is the fineſt of all Orlando's Adven- 

L tures; and he acquir d leſs Glory when 
he ſingly defended Charlemain s Crown, and 
wreſted the Scepters from many Royal 
Hands, than he obtains from the Honour 
of kiſſing yours. The Title of Furious, by 
which he has hitherto wander'd about the 


World, onght not to diſcourage you from 


granting him this Favour, or make you ap- 
Prehend his Acquaintance ; for I am con- 
fident that he will grow very civil as ſoon 
as he approaches you, and the very firſt ſight 
of you, will make him forget Angelica. At 
leaſt, I know by Experience, that you 
have already done greater Miracles, and 
that you have heretofore cur'd with a ſin- 
gle Syllable, a more dangerous Madneſs 
than his. Indeed, it wonld exceed all that 
Arioſto could fancy, if he did not acknow- 
ledge the apparent Advantage which you 


have 
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have over: his Miſtreſs, and if he did .not- 
confeſs - that ſhe, were ſhe ſet near you, 
would have more Occaſion than ever ſhe 
had, to flie for - Aſſiſtance to the Force of 
her enchanted Ring. That Beauty, which. 
of all the Champions of the World, found 
not one that was Proof againſt her, who 
never yet ſtruck the Eyes of any Man, but 
at the ſame Time ſhe piere d his very Heart 
and Soul, and who fir d as many Parts of. 
the World, as the Sun himſelf enlightens, 
was but a rough Draught of the Wong 
which we admire in — Nor were. all: 
the moſt glittering. Colours of Poetry able- 
to repreſent her ſo charming as Nature has 
painted you. The very Flights of Poetick 
Fancies have been unable to- reach. ſuch 
Excellenee. And indeed, the: extravagant: 
Apartments of Cryſtal, and Palaces glit-- 
tering with Gold and with Diamonds, were : 
a great deal more eaſily fancy d, than ſuch: 
Parts of Beauty as We behold in you; and 
all the Enchantments of imaginary Knights, 
Enchantments which appear ſo incredible 
to you; are not half ſo hard to be beliey'd: 
as yours. To captivate with a Olance the 
moſt obſtinate Minds, and the moſt averſe 
from Slavery, to kindle in them Love, 
which is obedient to Reaſon, and a Stran - 
ger to Deſire and Hope, to raviſh with 
Exceſs of Pleaſure and Glory the very 
Souls from whom at the ſame Time you: 
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take Repoſe and Liberty, and to contrive 
that they ſhould be perfectly pleas d with 
you, Who deſpair of being obligd by you, 
thefe are more improbable unaccountable 
Wonders than flying Chariots and fiery 
Dragons, and all the Adventures related 
in Romantick Legends. I ſhould make a 
Book more voluminous than that which x 
fend you; if I ſhould go on with this Sub- 
je&. But, Madam, this Champion, who 
hes been us'd to give Place to no Man, be- 
Ps to murmur at my having con vers d ſo 
ng with you, and is now advancing to 
entertain you with the Story of his Paſ- 
Ron. This is 4 Favour which I have been 
often refus'd by you. Yet I can endure, 
without being jealous, to ſee Orlando more 
fortunate, ſince he has promis d me, by 
Way of Requita), to preſent you with this 
from me, and to oblige you to read it be- 
fore you do any Thing elſe; which Enter- 
e requird' a no leſs daring: Courage 
f his, and yet the Event is but very 
wneertain. And yet methinks it ſhould: be 
but reaſonable, ſince I oblige him with an 
Opportunity of making his Paſſion known 
to you, that he ſhould acquaint you with 
mine, and that amongſt ſo. many Fables, 
ge ſhould mingle ſome Truths. I am very 
—— that you are ſeldom in a Humour 
o Hear them: But ſince you can never be 
touch'd by them, and they are too incon- 
ST" 9 ſiderable 
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ſiderable to oblige you to have any feeling 
of them, yòu may be told, without any 
Danger, that I eſteem you alone above l 

the reſt of the World; and that I fhould 
be more proud to obey you, than to c 
mand that. Im, btw nant 


Nx xb vd rav ve v5 


To the Marchioneſs of RAM EBOVU- 
ILLET, in the Name of Callot, as 
excellent Engraver, at the ſame Time 
that the Author ſent her a Book. of 
his Figures from Nane. 
LETTER XVII. 
o MAB e ee e 
F all the various Fancies which my 
Mind has produc d, the moſt reaſona - 
ble that I have had, is that of preſenting 
this Book to you; to yoο, Madam, who» 
principally excel in that Faculty of ny | 
which makes great Painters, Carvers, and 
Archite&s, and which is defended by your - 
Example, againſt the old Accuſation, that 
it never appears in an eminent Degree 
join d with a perfect Judgment. For be- 


ſides that Light of your Underſtandipg, 
IP D 6 which 
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which makes Things appear to you as they 
are; you have an Imagination incompara- 
bly ſkilful in diſcerhing their Beauties, 
And as there is not a-Perſon alive, who 
has more Intereſt than you, that perfect 
Things ſhould be valu d, there is not one 
who can be thought to commend them 
with more Addreſs than your ſelf. It is 
but a moderate Commendation to tell you, 
that you are ſkill'd in them, when at the 
ſame Time I might truly affirm, that you 

an produce them, whenever you pleaſe, 
in Perfection. Nay, it has frequently hap- 

nd, that by Way of Diverſion, you have 


nceivd Deſigns which Michael Angelo 


need not have bluſh'd to own. And be- 
ſides, we my juſtly boaſt, that you have 
oblig'd the World with a Maiter-piece, 


which ſurpaſſes all that Greece and Italy 


ever producd of Beautiful, and which 
might eclipſe the Glory of the Miner vn of 
Phidzas. Madam, it would be ſuperfluous 
20 tell you, that I ſpeak of your Daughter, 
in whom alone we may juſtly affirm, that 
Nr have wrought divers Wonders; but a 
Ader Hand than mine is requir d, to paint 
the Beauties which are to be found in yon 
both. That would be a Taſk for which 
Volumes would be too little, tho I under- 
took it, who have the Skill to employ 
whole Armies in one ſingle Sheet, and to 
thew Seas and Mountains in it in their —_ 
. # ro- 
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Proportion. I muſt be contented then to 
tell you, with a great deal of Reſpect, and 
with a great deal of Truth, that Iam, 


Tors, &c. 


CE IEE ALE AEDT IEE TILE TEE >; 


To Madamoiſelle DE RAMBOU- 
| 1L IE. Er te Ml, 


LETTER XIX. 


MAPDAM, 


Ince I have had the Happineſs to ſee 
vou, I have been boy ge" troubled, 
yet have not been unmindful of the Com- 
mands you laid upon me. As I paſt by 
Eſpernay, T went, by your Order, to viſe 
the Mareſchal Strozzi, and was ſo mighti- 
ly charm'd with the Maguificence of his 
Monument, that conſidering the Condition 
I was in, and finding my ſelf upon the 
Spot, I was very deſirous to lie cloſe by 
him. But this was a little ofs iel at, be- 
cauſe it was perceii'd I had too much 
Warmth about me; I refoly'd therefore 20 
: | _ caule 
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cauſe my Body to be tranſported to Nancy, 
nde ar 1a it is arrivd, but ſo har. 
raſs d, and ont of Order, that there are 
many at Reſt in their Graves, that had leſs 
need of reſt. I have lain ſtill eight Days 
to no Purpoſe; for the more 1 reſt, the 
wearier Fam. Beſides, there is ſo great a 
Difference between the fifteen Days where- 
in I had the Honour to be with you, and 
the fifteen laſt paſt, that I wonder how I 
can ſuffer it; and methinks, Monſieur Mar- 
gone, who is a School-maſter here, and my 
ſelf, are the two moſt deplorable Examples 
of the Uncertainty of Fortune that ever 


were ſeen. I am troubled with certain Ob- 


ſtructions and Weakneſſes, which give me 


not one Day's Intermiſſion, there being no 


ſuch Thing here, as Theriacon; and conſe- 
quently, I am ſicker than ever I was, and 
that in a Place where I can find no Reme- 


dy. So that, Madam, I much fear Nancy 


may prove as fatal to me, as to the Duke 
of Burgundy; and that after I have run 
through great Hazards, and oppos d powerful 
Enemies, as he had done, it is decreed I 
ſhall end my Days here. But I will hold 
out as well as Ican; for I aſſure you, I ne- 
ver am ſo much in Fear of Death, as when 
I think I ſhall not have the Honour to ſee 
you again; and therefore have eſcap'd 
Death by the Hands of one of the moſt 
beautiful in the Univerſe, and negle& ma- 
ny 
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ies to de in your Preſence; it 
grieve me very much to come and 
yy my Bones three, hundred Miles from 
you, and to think one Day, when I ſhould 
riſe again, that I ſhould have the Diſſatis- 
faQion of finding __ ſelf once more in 
W 1 N 
: \ Madam, | 


1 FEY 8 To"? bo, — 


* f 
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„ if in the Name of 
Guf tus us Adolphs, King of Sweden. 


LETTER XX. 


Map, 


Ehold the * Lyon of the North, and 
that Conqueror-whoſe Name has made 
ſo much Noiſe in the World, who comes to 
lay his. German Trophies at your Feet; 
and Ne, r Win deſeated TH 


* $0 he B Cd tetariiChe wes really vali 
ant, and the Kings of Sweden bear Lyons in their 
Arms. ni 
+ Tilly, ot one of the greateſt Captains of the Age, 
A of the Emperor's Troops, and of the Duke of 
devaria 's, beaten twice by Guſtavus Adolphus, woun - 
ed in the firſt Battle, and having the ſame Mis fortune 
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and overthrown the Fortune of Spain, and 
the Imperial Forces, comes with all his 
Pride to ſubmit to yours. Amongſt the 
Shouts of Joy, and the Songs of Triumph, 
which I have heard for ſo many Days, 
nothing has ſounded ſo agreeably to me, 
asthe Aſſurance they give me, that I have 
your good Wiſnes; upon that Information, 
I have alter d all my Projects; and that 
Ambition has ſtopt at you, which before 
graſp'd at the Univerſe, This is not ſo 
much to have retrench'd, 2s to have en- 
larg'd my Deſigns. For the World itſelf 
has its Bounds; and the Deſire of becoming 
the Maſter of it, has fallen upon other 
Minds. But the Underſtanding which we 
admire in you, that Underſtanding which 
nothing can confine, and which no other 
can comprehend, that Greatneſs of Mind 
by which you are rais'd ſo far above Crowns 
and Scepters, and thoſe Graces which canſe 
yon to captivate. all Mens Souls,” are infi- 
nite Poll:ifions, to which no one but I has 
ever dard to aſpire; and they who have 
coveted ſeveral Worlds, have in doing it, 
form'd more temperate Wiſhes than mine. 
Should they ſucceed, and ſhould Fortune, 
which makes. me victorious, every 2 
| ee ſecon 
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ſecond my Attempt upon yon, I ſhould 
have little Reaſon to envy the Conqueſts 
of Alexander; and I ſhould believe that 
they who controul'd the Univerſe, were 
never in Poſſeſſion of ſo fair an Empire as 
mine. Madam, I have abundantly more 
to ay to you, but I am ahout to || engage 
the Imperial Army, and to take Nuremberg 
ſix Hours afterwards. I am. ö 


Tour moſt paſſionate Servant, 
Guſtavus Adolphus. 


———_——— — 4 * 
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| Guſtavus Adolphus fought the Emperor's Army three 
Battles, and in the third, whieh was that of Iutzen, 
he loſt his Life, being, at the Beginning, ſhot in 
the left Arm; after which, as they were carrying 
him out of the Fight, he fell among a Body of the 
Enemies, of whom he receiv'd two Wounds of a. 
Muſkgt, one in his Head, and t'other in his Body, 
and dy'd gloriouſly; ſince he triumph'd in hisDeath. 
on | happen'd/ in 1632. See Loccenius's Hiſtoire dg. 
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EEE 
To Mademoiſelle De BOU RB ON. 
„ 1 off oof 6g 
MEDIA: © | 
AST Friday in the Afternoon I was 
toſs d in a Blanket, becauſe I had not 
made you laugh in the Time that was given 
me: Madam de Rambouillet pronounc'd the 
Sentence, at the Requeſt of her Daughter; 
and Mademoiſelle” Panlet. They had de- 
ferr d the Execution to the Return of the 
Princeſs, and yourſelf, but they bethought. 
themſelves ——— not to delay it any 
longer, and that it was very improper to 
put off Puniſliment to a Time which ought 
to be wholly devoted to Pleaſure. *Twas 
m vain to cry out, and make Reſiſtance; 
the Blanket was brought, and four of the 
laſtieſt Fellows they could get, were pick d 
out for this Service. I may venture to at- 
firm to you, Madam, that no Man was 
ever yet in {6 exalted a Condition as I was, 


and I did not believe that Fortune would e- 
ver have raisd me ſo high; at every Toſs 


they threw me out of Sight, and ſent me 
higher than a ſoaring Eagle. I ſaw the 
Mountains crouching far below me, the 


Winds 


. 


he 
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Winds and Clouds travel beneath my Feet, 


diſcover' d Countries that I ne er had ſcen, 
and Seas I neer had thought of. There 


can be nothing more diverting, than to 
ſee ſo many Things all at once, and to dif- 
cover half the Globe at one View, But 'I 
aſſure you, Madam, all this cannot be ſeen 
without ſome Diſturbance, when one is in 
the Air, and certain of falling down again. 
That which frighten'd me the moſt, was, 


that when I was very high, looking down- 


wards, the Blanket appear d ſo ſmall, that 
I thought it impoſſible to fall into it, and 
that I confeſs was ſome Trouble to me. But 
among ſo many different Objects, which at 
the ſame Time ſtrack my Sight, there was 
one which for ſome Moments teok away 


my Fear, and tonch'd me with reat Plea- 


ſure: It is this, Madam; being deftrons to 
look towards Piedmont, to ſee what paſs d 
there, I ſaw you at Lyons, as you croſsd 
the Sone; at leaſt, I ſaw a great Light 


on the Water, and abundance of Rays. 
abou 


the moſt charming Face in the World. 


I could not well difcern who was with yon, 
becauſe at that Time my Head was lower- 


moſt ; and I believe you did not ſee me, 
for you look d another Way. I made Signs 


to you as well I could; but as you began to 
bock up, I fell down again, and one of the 


Tops of the Mountain Tarara hinderd yu 
from ſeeing me. As foon as I came _ 
q told 
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L told them, that I had ſeen you; and, as 

I was going to tell them how you did, they 
all fell a laughing, as if twere a Thing 
impoſſible, and immediately began to make 
me leap higher than before. There hay- 
pen d to me a very ſtrange Accident, which 
will ſeem ingredible to thoſe who have not 
feen it. One Time, when they had toſsd 
me to a very 77 Height, in coming down, 
1 found my felt in a Cloud, which being 
very thick, and I extreamly Light, I was 
. a great while intangled in it, before I'could 
Ell down again; ſo that they ſtay a long 
Time below ſpreading the Blanket, and 


Looking up without being able to imagine 


what was become of me. By good Luck 
there was no Wind ſtirring; for if there 


had; the, Cloud in marching would have 


3 


uff d me on one Side or tother, and ſo I 
muſt h 


| ave inevitably fallen to the Ground, 
which could not have Happen d without 
hurting me very much. But a more dange- 
rous Accident ſucceeded this; the laſt time 
they threw me into the Air, I found my 
{elfamongſta Flock of Cranes, who at-firft 
were mightily ſurpriz d to ſee: me ſo high; 
but when they came near me, they took 


me for a. Pigmy, with whom you. know, ?© 


Madam, they have perpetual. War, and 
thought I came to them as a Spy into the 
middle Region immediately y fell up 
on, me with great Strokes their Beaky, 


and 
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and with ſuch Violence, that I imagin d 
TE my ſelf ſtruck with a hundred Daggers. 
And one of them that had taken me by the 
Leg, purſu'd me ſo furiouſty, that ſhe did 
not leave me till T was in the Blanket. 
This made my Tormenters afraid to ſend 
ne back to the Mercy of my Enemies, who 
"were now got together in great Numbers, 
„and have in the Air, expecting me again. 
Alt laſt they carry'd me Home again in the 
12 Nine Blanket, but ſo diſpirited as never 
vas Man. Totell you the Truth, this Ex- 
ky erciſe is a little too violent for one of my 

tender Conſtitution. I leave it to you, Ma- 
Im, to judge how cruelly I have been 
(dealt with, and for how many Reaſons you 
are oblig d to condemn this Action; and to 
deal plainly with. you, you that are born 
with ſo many commanding Qualities,ſhould 
think it ef the higheſt Conſequence to begin 
betimes to hate Injuſtice, and to take thoſe 
eh chat are oppreſs d, into your Protection: 1 
beſeech you then, Madam, in the firſt 
int Blace, to declare this an Outrage you by 
of no Means approve; and, for Reparation 
oK Nef my Honour and my Strength, to order a 
wy. Nereat Canopy of Gauſe to be ſet up for me 
nd > the blue Chamber of the Palace of Ram 
the ilet, where 1 ſhall be waited on, and 
up- magiificently entertain d for a whole Week 
4 by the two Ladies who were the Cauſe of 
and e Misfortune; that at one Corner of the 
| . Room 
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Room they ſhall be continually making 
Sweet-meats ; one of them ſhall blow the 
Fire, and tother ſhall do nothing elſe but 
put Syxup upon Plates to cool, and bring 
it me as often as I have Occaſion. Thus, 
Madam, Þ + will do a Deed of Juſtice, 
worthy of ſo great and beautiful a Princeſs, 
and I {hall be oblig d to be with the utmoſt 
Sincerity and Reſpect, | 
1 Tours, 8c. 


Ne leck 


Cardinal De la V A- 


To my Lord 
LETTE, 


EET TER XXIL 


Mx Losp, 

I Am ſatisfy'd, that you old Cardinals 

take more Authority upon you, than 
thoſe of the laſt Promotion; becauſe having 
written many Letters to you, without re- 
ceiving one from you, yet you complain 
of my Neglect. In the mean Time, ſeeing 
ſo many well-bred Men, who aſſure me, 
that you do me too much Honour to think 
of me at all, and that J am bound to write 
to you, and to give my Acknowledgments, 
I am reſolvd to take their Counſel, and . 
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paſs over all Sorts of Difficulties and Con- 
ſiderations of my own Intereſt. This then 
will give you to underſtand, that fix Days 
after the Eclipſe, and a Fortnight after my 
Deceaſe, Madam the Princeſs, Mademoi- 
ſelle de Bourbon, Madam dn Vigean, Madam 
Aubry, Mademoiſelle de Rambouillet, Made- 
moiſelle Paulct, Monſieur de Chaudebonne, 
nd my ſelf, left Paris about Six in the 
Evening, and went to La Barre, where 
Madam du Vigean was to give a Collation 
o the Princeſs. In our Way thither, we 
bund nothing worth our Obſervation, but 
mly that at Ormeſſon, an Englih Maſtiff 
came up to the Boot of the Coach to make 
his Compliment to me. Be pleas d to take 
this along with you, my Lord, that as of- 
en as I expreſs my ſelf in the plural Num- 
ber, as for Example, We went, we found, 
or we beheld, tis always to be underſtood, 
that I ſpeak in the Quality of a Cardinal. 
From thence we happily arrivd at La 
Bare, and enter da Hall, where we trod 
on nothing bat Roſes and Orange: flowers. 
Madam the Princeſs, after ſhe had ſuffi- 
nently admird this Magnificence, had a 
Mind to ſee the Walks betore Supper : The 
dun was then juſt ſitting in a Cloud of Gold 
ind Azure, and gave us no larger a Share 
of his Beams, than to ſupply a ſoft and 
teaſing Light: The Air was not diſturb'd 
ther with Wind or Heat ; and it _ 
3 that 
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' carry d the Sight out of Diſtance, we found 


Truth, they reſembled them exactly. AIR n 
the Company was in a profound Silence h 
admiring ſo many different Objects, which . 


that Heaven and Earth were conſpiring 
witk Madam du Vigean, in her treating the 
ſaireſt Princeſs upon Earth. After ſhe had 
paſs d through a great Parterre, and Gar. 
dens full of Orange - trees, ſhe arriv'd at the 
Entrance of an enchanted Wood, ſo thick 
and ſhady, that Authors conclude the Sun, 
ſince the Day of his Birth never enter d it, 
till now that he waited on her Highnels 
thither. At the End of an Alley, which 


a Fountain, which alone caſt up a greater 
Quantity of Water, than all thoſe of Tivoli 
together; about it were placd four and 
twenty Violins, which had much ado to 


A @a __2X Cas r 1 Winne 


make themſelves be heard, for the rumbling 


of the Streams in falling. When we were 


got near enough, we diſcover d in a certain 
Nich, within a Palliſade, a Diana of about 


eleven or twelve Years of Age, and fairer 

than the Foreſts of Greece and Theſſaly had 2 
ever teen : She bore her Bow and Arrows] ; 
in her Eyes, and was encompaſs'd with all x 
the Glories of her Brother. In another} | 
Nich, not far diſtant, was another Nymph, + 
fair and gentle enough to paſs for one of her h 


Train: Thoſe who are not given to believe J 
Fables, took them for Mademoiſelles de 8 
Bourbon and la Priande; and, to confeſs the t. 
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gat once aſtomſhd their Eyes and Ears, 
he | when on a ſudden the Goddels leap'd down 
ad from her Nich, and with à Grace, impofſi- 
- ble to be deſcribd, began a Ball, which 
he laſted for ſome Time about the Fountain. 
ck Twas ſomewhat ſtrange, my Lord, that 
m, in the midſt of ſo many Pleaſures, which 
it, were ſufficient to engage the whole Atten- 
es tion of their Spirits who enjoy'd them, yet 
ch we could not forbear to think of you; and 
nd it was generally concluded, that ſome- 
ter thing was wanting to our Happineſs, ſince 
oli neither you, nor Madam de Rambouillet 
nd were preſent. Then I took up a Harp, and 
to ſung this Spamſh Stanza, x... 


ng a 
er Pues qui ſo mi ſuerte dura, 

125 Que faltando mi ſennor 

NE Ianmbien faltaſſe mi Dama. 1 


ad and continu d the reſt of the Song ſo very 
"SY melodiouſly, and with ſuch an Air of Sad- 
al neſs, that there was not one of the Com- 
her pany, but the Tears came into their Eyes, 
pl and they wept abundantly : Their Sorrow 
had endur d much longer, had not the Vio- 
lins ſtruck up a Sarabrand, with great 
Speed and Preſence of Mind; upon which 


the Company got upon their Feet, with as 
All much Gayery, as if nothing in the World 


had happen d, and fell into the Dance; 
thus leaping, capering, turning round, and 
E hopping 
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Hopping, we return'd to the Houſe, where 
we found a Table ready ſpread... and 
Jerv'd. as if it had been — by Fairies. 
This, my Lord, is one Paſſage of the Ad- 
venture, which is ſo ſtupendious, that no 
Words are capable of expreſſing it; for 
there are neither Colours of Speech, nor 
Figures in the Art of Rhetorick, which can 
deſcribe ſix ſeveral Sorts of Potages, which 
were at once preſented to the Sight. And 
what was particularly remarkable, that 
there being none but Goddeſſes, and two 
Demi-Gods at the Table, (viz.) Monſieur 

Chaudebonne and I, yet every one eat as hear- 
tily, and with as good Appetites, as if we 
Had been neither more nor leſs than plain 
Mortals. And, to <onfels the Truth, a 
better Treat could not have been provided. 
Amongſt other Things, there were twelve 
Diſhes, beſides other Eatables in Diſguiſe, 
which were never {een before on any hu- 
man Table, and whoſe very Names have 
never been ſo much as mention'd in any 


Hiſtory. This Circumſtance, my Lord, by 


{ſome diſaſtrous Accident, has been related 
to Madam la Mareſchalle ; and 
though immediately upon it, ſhe took 
twelve Drams of Opium beyond her ordi- 
mary Doſe, yet ſhe has never been able to 
cloſe: her Eyes from that fatal Moment. 
During the firſt Courſe, there was not ſo 
much as one ſingle Cup went round to your 

| b Health; 
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Health; the Company was ſo intent upon 


the preſent Affair, and at the Deſert, we 
quite forgot it. I beg your Permiſſion, my 
Lord, to. relate all Things as they paſs d, 
like a faithful Hiſtorian as J am, and with- 
out Flattery; for I would not for the 
World, that Poſterity ſhould miſtake one 
Thing fag another; and that at the End of 
two thouſand Years hence, or thereabouts, 
Poſterity ſhould imagine your Health was 
drank, when really there was no ſuch Thing 
in Nature. Yet I muſt give this Teſtimony 
to Truth, that it was not for want of Me- 
mory z_ for, during all Supper-time, you 
were often mention d; all the Ladies wiſh'd 
you there, and ſome of them very hearti- 
ly, or Iam much miſtaken. As we roſe 
from Table, the Sound of the Violins ſum- 
mon d us up Stairs, where we found a Chan- 
ber ſo gloriouſly lighted up, that it look d 
as if the Day, which was now below the 
Earth, had retir d hither, and was aſſembled 
in one Body of Light. Here the Ball be- 
gan again in better Order, and with more 
Grace than it had been danc'd about the 
Fountain; and the moſt magnificent Part 
of it, my Lord, was, that I footed it there 
in Perſon. Mademoiſelle de Bourbon, I 
muſt confeſs, was of Opinion, that I dancd 
auk wal; but ſhe concluded, to my Ad- 
vantage, that I muſt be allow d to fence 
well, becauſe that at the End of every Ca- 

N * dence 
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. ence I put my ſelf upon my Guard: The 
Ball continud with much Pleaſure, till 
all of a ſudden a great Noiſe, which was 
heard without Doors, caus d the Company 
to look out at the Windows, where from a 
great Wood, which was about three hun- 
dred Paces from the Houſe, we beheld ſo 
vaſt a Number of Fire-works iſſying out, 
that we verily belev'd all the Branches 
and Trunks of the Trees had been meta- 
morphos d into Guns; that all the Stars 
were falling from the Firmament, and that 
the Element of Fire was deſcending inte 
the middle Region af the Air. Here, my 
Lord, are three Hyperboles tack d together, 
which being valu d at a moderate Price, are 
xvorth three Dozen of Fuſees at the leaſt. 
After we were recover d out of this great 
Fit of Extaſy, into which ſo many Mira- 
cles had plung d us, we reſolv'd on our De- 
parture, and took the Way to Paris, by the 
Light of twenty Flambeau. We paſs d 
through all the, Or meſſonnois, and the wide 
Plains of Eſpinay, without Reſiſtance, and 
went through the middle of St. Dennis. 
Being placd in the Coach, hy. the Side of 
Madam, Tſaid a whole Miſerere to 
her on your Behalf; to which ſlie reply d 
with much Gallantry, and ho leſs Civihty. 
We ſung in our Journey a World Songs, 


Roundeaux, Roundelays, Lampoons, and 
Ballads, and were now half a League bes 
| yond 


he 
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yond St. Dennis, it being two 'a' Clock in 
the Morning preciſely; the Fatigue of the 
Erez watching, walking, and' the pain- 

| Exerciſe of the Ball, having made me 
ſomewhat heavy, when there happen'd an 
Accident, which I verily believ'd would 
have been my total Ruin. There is a cers 
tain little Village, ſituate, ſay the Geogra- 
phers; betwixt Paris and St. Denms, and 
vulgarly calFd LaVilette : At our going out 
of this Place, we overtook three Coaches, 
in which were thoſe numerical Violins 
which had been playing to us. Hereupon, 
Satan entering into the Spirit of Mademoi- 
ſelle, ſne commanded them to follow us, 
and) to give Serenades all Night long to the 
poor innocent People of Paris, who were 
aſleep,” and dream'd not of her Malice. 
This diabolical Propoſition made my Hair 
riſe an End upon my Head; yet all the 
Company paſs d a Vote in Favour of it; 
and the Word was juſt ready to be given, 
but, by a ſignal Providence, they had left 
their Violins behind them at la Barre; for 
which the Lord reward them. From hence, 
my Lord, you may reaſonably conclude, 
that Mademoiſelle is a dangerous Perſon 
in the Nen if ever there was any in the 
World, and that I had great Reaſon at 


T&D 
8 


N 


Madam 


's Houſe to ſay, that the Vio- 


that peſtilent Lady was in Company. Well, 
E 3 we 
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we continu d our Way happily enough; but 
only, that as we enter d the Fauxbourgh, we 
met ſix luſty Plaiſterers, as naked as eve 

they were born, who paſs d directly by th 

Coach, to the Terror of the Ladies: In fine, 
we arrivd at Paris; and what I am now 
going to relate, is indeed prodigious: Could 
you imagine it, my Lord? The Obſcurity 
was ſo great, that it · coverd all that vaſt 
City; and inſtead of what we left it, not 
full ſeven Hours before, fill'd with Noiſe, 
and with a Crowd of Men, Women, Hor- 


ſes, and Coaches, we now: found nothing 


but a deep Silence, a diſmal Deſart, a 
frightful Solitude, diſpeopled Streets; not 
meeting with any mortal Man, but only 
certain Animals, who fled from the Luſtre 
of our Torches. But the remaining Part 
of the Adventure, you ſhall have, my Lord, 


another Time. As Boyardo tells ven, N 


Fee 


Adio Signor, a voi me raceomando. 
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To Madam de VIGBA N; with 
| ſome Verſes which he had made, and 
e which ſbe Had Aeſir d of Him. 4 


NT 


MA DAM, A 1 
Have, at length, ſent you the Verſes 
Vhich you have ſo often defir'd of me, 

and which hitherto, tho they have been 

repeated to a few, yet have been read by 
nene. Would to God they would meet 
with the ſame good Fortune which has 
attended you, who: after you had ſo long. 
conceal d the fineſt Thing in the World, 
ſhew dit of 2 ſudden, and dazzled all the | 

Behalders. But tis to be over-fond of 

Trifles, to- iſn them fo much Felicity, 

Can I heartily wiſn that they had more 

Merit, ſince they were not made for you? 

| Let the more wretched you find them, the 

„greater will your Obligation be to me, 

ig tho' I am ſenſible of their Demerit; . 


x} in Obedience. to your Commands, I ſend: 
them to you. Io obhge me to which, it 
| was neeeſlary for you to have as much In- 
fluence over me, as that which you have 
lately acquird ; you may aſſure yourſelf, 
1 E 4 that 
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that theſe Trifles owe their very Being to 
your Command, and that otherwiſe they 
had exiſted no where but m my Memory. 
But it is now grown high Time to diſcharge 
it of them, and make room for a more a- 
greeable Object, ſince that which Madam 
— - ſhewd it ſo lately, takes it up ſo 
entirely, that there is room for nothing 
elſe in it. But, Madam, I begin to be ſen- 
. ſible, that inſtead of an Excuſe and a Com- 
'plement, I ſend you a Billet Doux; yet, 
would to God I could as eafily excuſe the 
reſt of the Faults you will find in it. In 
the mean Time, I proteſt to you, that it is 
an Age ſince my Heart has been ſo deeply 
engag'd ; and there are ſeveral Perſons to 
whom I would not ſay half what I have 
ſaid to you, tho their Daggers were held to 
my Throat. But, Madam, firice there is 
no Fear of Scandal, you onght to cheriſn 
this growing Paſſion, if it were but to ſee at 
what Rate I ſhould behave my elf, if I 
came to be in Love in good earneſt, and to 


4 OY 


ſufferd to goon. Tam, ' 
Madam, 


what the Buſineſs would come, if I were 


Ws 


* 
2 \ 
* Ke f 4 
* ; C. 
«1 q + x 
. 4 * 2 
by - ” 

- Is” * 
* ok * 


— 
n 1 FI . noel Rand TY 


* >" - 
- 2 . 8 
. — 


% 


Monſieur V-01TURE:'s Letter, 81, 
ISIS S SIE I SSARSIEIDS., 


3 0] 32S RES. T 
To Mademoiſelle de RAMBOUILLET, 
on the Death of her Brother, who 
dy'd of the Plague, and whom ſbe at- 
tended during bis Sickneſs. 5 


MADAM, _ ; 3. Ko 
Hams no leſs Admiration for your 
Courage and good Nature, than Sym- 
pathy with your Grief, Iam ſo highly ſen- 
ſtble of the one and the other, that if I were 
capable to render you thoſe Commendations 
which are juſtly due to you, and that Comfort 
vhich you ſtand fo much in need of, I muſt 
needs confeſs I ſhould be at a great ſtand 
where to begin; for what Obligations can 
be of more Force, than to render to eminent 
Virtue its due Merits, and to ſuch violent 
Afflictions the Comfort they require? But 
Jam much to blame, to put a Diſtance be- 
twixt theſe two Things, ſince Charity has 
ſo perfectly united them, that the unexams 
pled Aſſiſtance you afforded your late Bro- 
ther, ſhould now prove an extraordinary 
Comfort to you; and God beſtows that on 
you out of Juſtice, which others obtain out 
of his pure Indulgence; his infinite Good- 
421 e neſs 


* | 


82 Monſieur Vorrukz/ Letters. 


cp 


neſs being ſuch as will not ſuffer unre- 
_ warded fo 1 an Act of Tender- J 
neſs, as that which thro' a Contempt of X 
Your own Lite, engag'd you in the Offices q 
of the beſt Siſter in the World, beyond the F 
Bonnds of all manner of Obligations, and, a 
by an admirable Conſtancy, made you af. + 
furd in the midſt of Danger that terrifies 
the moſt brave and daring. Upon this Ac- | 
count, I am confident that he will pre- . 
ferve you from it, and ſhower on you the 0 
Reward of your Virtue, and the Bleſſings 5 
that are defir'd by, 4M 
; Madam, R 
i Tour bumble Servant, &c: : 
Kk Kaden k K&S KSS Pp 
| n 
To. the Marchioneſs of SABLE, 5 
LETTER XXV. t 
„* . 
̃ . I. 
MADAM, | L 
1 Can't tell of any better Way to eaſe you, 6 
as to the bad News you have already Ill * 
' receiv'd, than to put you out of Fear as to 5 
ourfelf. ' Know then, I, who write this f 
to you, have been three Days together A 
in the very Houſe, out of which two Per-  ? 


ſons 
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ſons dyd of the Plague. The beſt Thing. 
you ever did in your Life, was your leaving 
of Parts, ſince it was a Time when all the 
Virtuous were to expect Perſecution. Ma- 
dam de Rambouillet hath loſt her Grand- 
fon, who in three Days made a ſhift :to-- 
die of the Plague; yet ſhe could not be any 
Ways perſwaded to leave the Houſe, as.. 
long as there was any Life left in him. 
You may eaſily think, Madam, that no- 
thing could divert me from being continu- 
ally with them, ſince you are not here: 
But I am much afraid T ſhall frighten you, 
and that the Remedy I apply to your Af 
fliction is too violent for the Diſeaſe. Know- 
then, that I, who write to you, am not the 
Writer hereof, but have ſent it at leaſf a 
hundred Miles from this Place, to be co- 
py d out by a Man I never ſaw. I think 
myſelf much concern'd, Madam, in the 
Trouble that now lies on you, and appre-. 
hend that this Misfortune could not happen 
in a more unlucky Time; yet the Modera- 
tion that your Mind is ſubje& to, and the 
little Value you have for the Things of this 
World, raiſe in me a Hope that you will 
bear theſe Afflictions with leſs Concern, 
than the Loſs of fifty thouſand per Annum, 
now gone out of your Family, would give 
ſome other more intereſted than yourſelf, 
while the Rule of Mpderation that governs. 
your Mind, will not _ ſo great a Loſs 

0 6 to 
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to be an Affliction to 82 But, Madam, 
I muſt not, by a conſolatory Letter, think 
£6 anſwer the moſt obliging and kind Love- 


Letter in the Univerſe ;. for the latter Part 
of yours can't be'term'd otherwiſe. - My 


humble Addrefs therefore, Madam, is, that 
you would not repent of your writing ſo 
obligingly to me as you have; for amongſt 
all my Diſcontents, I have entertain d that 
Joy as ſenſibly, as if I had known the 
greateſt Serenity in the World; and I can- 
not conceive myſelf unhappy, while I have 
the Honour of your Affection. I am ſo 
fortunate, and ſo confident, that TI am not 
in the leaſt Doubt of it; and my good For- 
tune is great in this, that Ieſteem That the 
greateſt Good on Earth, which I conceive 
myſelf the moſt aſſuredly poſſeſs'd of. You 
axe fo well Tatisfy'd with me, Madam, that 
I know you will more favourably receive 
hes Aan rs which I ex refs of your 
Affection, than thoſe that I might give you 
of mine; and tho' you wiſh my Happineſs 


in all Things, yet can you not defire any 


Thing more advantagious for me, than 
that I ſhould believe you love me. And 
thoſe. that have ſeen what an Alteration 

our Abſence hath wrought in me, and 

ow great a Part of my Mind you have 
taken away with you, may one Day ſatis. 
fy you, that I, in ſome Meaſure, deſerve 


that Honour, But, Madam, I cannot ow 
r 
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bear to tell you, that Monſieur le Maiſtre, 
who ſaw with what Tenderneſs I bad you 
farewel, will be better confirm'd in his for- 
mer Opinion, and hopes one Day to find 
our Characters engravd together upon the 
Trees of Bourgon; at leaſt, it is no ſmall 
Satisfaction to me, that he hath obſerv'd 
the Acknowledgment and Immutability of 
our Affections. For my Part, Madam, I 
once more tell you, what I ſo much preſed 
upon your Faith at our Departure, which 
is, That I ſhall never eſteem or admire any 
Thing in this World ſo much as I do you, 
and {hall ever, with all manner of Re- 
ſpect, remain i ee 

4 * Tour humble Servant, &c. 


E eee 
To Mademoiſelle De PAULET. 8 
LETTER MXVL 


MaAaDaM, 


Was the greateſt Happineſs in the 
1 World to me to receive your Letter, 
juſt before I left Bruſſels, and with it ſo much 
Conſolation on the very Eve of my Depar- 
ture. Since that bleſſed Moment I have 
known no Diſturbance, tho I have ſuf- 
ler d a great deal of Pain; for I W 

F179 Ve 
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have it ſaid, that a Man for whom you 
were pleas d to ſhew ſome Concern, can be 
unhappy; and I ſhould. be nem to ſhew 
my Face again, ſhould 1 ſuffer Fortune to 
have a greater Inflnence over me than your. 
ſelf. I have travelld ten Days, without 
the leaſt Intermiſſion, from Morning till 
Night. I have paſs d through Countries, 
where Wheat is as great a Curioſity as a 
Warming Pan under the Line, and where. 
Apples are preſervd with as much Tender- 
neſs as Oranges in France. I have viſited I e 
Places, where the moſt ancient Inhabitants '-I 21 
cannot remember they ever beheld a Bed; fg 
and, to my unſpeakable Comfort, I am at 5 
this preſent writing in that School of Vir: fl , 
tue and Induſtry, calld an Army, where Ilie 

the ſtouteſt are weary d out and founder d; Im 
yet, Madam, I am ſtill alive and luſty, 
and don't helieve there is a Man in all the 
Troops in better Health than myſelf. I 
am at a loſs what to aſcribe ſuch a miracu- 
lous Strength of Conſtitution to, unleſs it 
be to ſome divine Power in your Letter; 
and methinks my Caſe reſembles that of 
thoſe Men, who perform more than human: 
Actions, after they have fortify'd them- 
ſelves with certain charming Characters. 
As ſoon as I came hither, by the Favour 
of Monſieur de Chaudebome, I got myſelf 
liſted in a Troop of Cravates. I can aſſure 
you, Madam, without the leaſt 46 * 
e that 
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that I have behavd myſelf as gallantly as 
any of my Comrades.” The Truth ot, is, 
I have not as yet raviſh'd either Matron, 
Wife, or Maid; becauſe, to deal inge- 
nuouſly with you, I have not as yet reco- 
ver d my tall Strength, nor made my Car- 
caſs amends for the Fatigue of my Journey. 
So all that I could do, was, to ſet two or 
three Houſes on Fire; but I grow ſtronger 
and ſtronger every Day, and within this 
little while you may expect to hear Mira- 
cles of me. To be ſerious with you, I am 
another ſort of a Man than when you laſt 
ſaw me; and I find my Valour fo ſfrangely im- 
prov d, that Almanzor himſelf would have 
2 hard Time to eſcape me: And yet I be- 
lieve, that how terrible ſoever I repreſent 
my ſelf, you dont take me for ſuch a Sort 
of a Monſter ; but conclude I am not much 
to be fear d, eſpecially by you, Madam, 
ſince you know. you've an abſolute Aſcen- 
dant over me, and that I am, with the ut- 
moſt Reſpect, I 
| Madam, 
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To 
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- MADAM, : - et oe, 
7 OU ſhould hear from me oftener, I an 
Jvere it in my Power, as it is always I wi 
in my Inclination. But the Miſchief ont, I P: 
is, that, generally ſpeaking, we are forc d I ers 
to fake up our Quarters in a Heatheniſh I fur 
barbarous Country, where we may as well N pa: 
expect to meet all the Niceties of Paris, as WW ho! 
Pen, Ink, and Paper. Beſides, it being Mthr 
expected I ſhould' write with a World of Fe. 
Care and Circumſpection, J am ſo ffrangely Mlne 
confounded, that I tall a trembling when ¶ bei 
I take Pen in Hand, for Fear of exceeding 
my Bounds, which I endeavour all that 
lies in my Power to avoid. Even at this 
preſent I am almoſt at my Wits Ends, for 
writing Things which it were more conve- Wl 
nient not to mention, and ſuch, perhaps, 
which you are far from approving. For I , 
remember, in your laſt Letter, you forbad me W:ie: 
to ſpeak of Love; and I am forc'd to obey tis 
you, without diſputing your Orders, tho © 
I commit never ſo great a Violence upon 
myſelf; and yet, Madam, I cannot for- Non: 
; bear aid 
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bear to let you know, that how great ſoe- 
ver my Pajhor fer the War may be, yet 
I have another that is much more preva- 
lent in me; and it will be allow'd on all 
Hands, I ſuppoſe, that our firſt Inclina- 
tions are ever the ſtrongeſt. Hitherto we 
have met with nothing to oppoſe us. We 
daily make nearer Approaches to the Coun- 
try of Melons, Figs, and Muſcadine Grapes; 
and we are marching to fight in a Place, 
where it will be impoſſible for us to gather 
Palms, but ſuch as are mingled with Flow- 
ers of Oranges and Pomegranates. But I aſ- 
fire you, Madam, that I ſhould willingly 
part with all the Advantages that I may 
hope from a Victory, for the Honour of 
throwing myfelf this Moment at your 
Feet; and that I ſhan't ſet ſo great a Va- 
me on the Title of Conqueror, as that of 

e eee bis. of 142 
| Tour obediont Slave, 

Vol rURE. 
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* He means Irah or Spain, which are the Coun- 
tries for Figs, Peaches, Oranges, Grape, and Malons. 
Tis of theſe laſt that Seignior Berni ſaid, © 

Oh frutto ſopra ogni altro . benedetto 

Buono inaizi, nel mezzo & dietro paſias : 

Ma inanzi buone, & di dietro gerfetts 
Oh thou beſt of Fruit! good before Meals, good in the 
aidſt of Meals, but, above all, moſt excellent after Meals! 
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"To Mademoi elle PAUL ET. 
LETTER XXVII. 
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7 OU muſt believe the Change of Air 
1 has not chang d my Inclinations at 
all; for 11 aſſure you nothing can alter 
me im any Thing that relates to you. It 
yuu believe, my Affection is of all Prices, 
you muſt alſo believe that thoſe Prices are 
juſt and proportionable to the Value of the 
Perſon; and as long as I ſhall-follow-that 
Rule, you may be certain of the gratetul 


Eſteem in my Heart; if that be juſtifia- 


ble to my Reaſon, I'm ſure it is to my In- 
clination, and you may believe I ne er ſhall 
endeavour to ſtifſe the Paſſion I have for 
you. - You that ſay I can't conſtrain my 
felf, and that J have not Prudence in what 
regards my Happineſs; I have none greater 
h onour you,..and to call often to my 
Memory the Goodneſs and Beauty you 


are Miſtreſs of : Tho all the Preſents you 


have made me be Poiſon, I receivd them 


heartily, and will always do the ſame by 


every Thing that comes from you., I have 
been very glad, Madam, to find my -Juſti 
Nennen ne ee, 


. :ficatior 
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fcation in that very Place you thought to 
/ eonvict me; the two black Beaus, in the 
Stanza of the Boys, ſhew, that it was, not 

deſign d for the Lady; ſhe deſerv d that 

Name, as well as Madam de Neufvic; and. 

I aſſure you that the Poeket - Book came 

into her Hand the ſame Way; the Buſineſs 

ef Madam le Mandate is more innocent; 
I and if you have open d ſome of the Eetters, 
ar it is Malice in the higheſt Degree to charge 
at me with it. I read with Confuſion the 
er Stanza you ſent me, and. I ſind myſelf 
It more guilty in making bad Verſes, than 
es, bad Gallantry which Show my Guilt ſo 
re plainly, that ſince Monſieur de Chaudebowne 
he has made my Peace with Madam de Ram- 
at N bouillet, 1 have learn'd more Wit; for I 
ut must. confeſs, I was a great Sot at that 
ia- Time that Madam du Pleſis ſaid I was ſo 
n- pretty: But, Madam, pray, when they 
all have a mind to affront me, I defire you 
for would have no Hand in't. They write to 
ny your Huſband to take care of me, and wrap 
lat Ime up in Silk and Cotton, yet at the fame 
ter lime endeavour to kill me. I find the 
Advice of Madam de Baurbon excellent, 
rhich is to preſerve me in Sugar; but 
Biere muſt go a great deal to ſwWeeten ſo 
nuch Bitterneſs; and when they had done 


ll, I ſhould taſte but like a little candy d 
we itron. I cannot find Words to acknowledge 
ſti- Nhe extraordinary Honour ſhe does me, in 

Foo ; remembering 
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_ remembering me; I wiſh Aurora (for that 
Name becomes her well) be followed with 
- as fine a Day as ſhe deſerves, and that all 
the Days of her Life be exempt from Clouds, 
and as clear and ſerene as her Face and her 
Wit. I humbly kiſs the Hands of Madam 
de Clermont, and her Daughters, with my 
Thanks to Mr. Godeau for the Verſts he 
fent me; I find them like the reſt of his 
orks, which with Pleaſure I read every 


Day, and which indeed is the greateſt Part 


of the Study of: 
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LETTER MK. 
1 Writ: to yon ten or twelve Days ago; 
and return d you Thanks for the two 
Letters which I have at length receiv d 
from oui If you were but ſenſible of theSatis- 
faction they brought with them, yon wOuld 
be ſorry for not having writ to me oftener, 
and for not frequently repeating the Conſo- 
Ktion of which I had ſo much need. Ma- 
drid, which is the agreeableſt Place = ys 
SILENT IE TICS YT OT 
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World for thoſe who at once are luſty and 
Libertines, is the moſt diſconſolate for 
thoſe who are regular, or thoſe: who are 
indiſpos d. And in Lent, which is the 
Players Vacation, I do not know ſo much 
as one Pleaſure that a Man can enjoy with 
Conſcience. My Melancholy here, and 
my want of Company, have produc'd a 
g cod Effect in me; for they have reconcibd 
me to Books, which I had for a Time for- 
| ſaken; and being able to meet with no o- 
ther Pleaſures, J have been forc'd to taſte 
and to reliſh that of Reading. Prepare 
then to ſee me a Philoſopher as great as 
your ſelf; and conſider how faſt a Man 
muſt come on, who for {even whole Months 
has ſtudyd, or has been ſick: For if one 
of the chief Things that Philoſophy aims 
at, is a Contempt of Life, the Stone-Cholick 
is certainly the beſt of Maſters; and Plats 
and Socrates perſwade us leſs efficaciouſſy. 
It has lately read me a Lecture, that laſted 
ſeventeen Days, which I ſhall not quickly 
forget; and which has often made me con- 
ſider how very feeble we are, ſince three 
Grains of Sand are ſuſhcient to caſt us 
down. But if it determines me to an) 
Sect, it ſhall not at leaſt be that, which 
maintains that Pain is not an Evil, and 
that he who is wiſe is at all Times happ 
But whatever befals me. I can neither 
happy nor wiſe withqut being near to you, 
2 | An 
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and nothing can make me one or the other, 
ſo much as your Preſence, or your Example. 
Vet am I very uncertain When I ſhall be 
able to leave this Place; and expecting 
both Money and Men, which are coming 
by Sea, and which are two Things that do 
not always keep touch with us, I appre- 
hend my remaining here longer than 1 
could wiſh; therefore I make it my hum- 
ble Requeſt to you, that you would not for- 


get me ſo long as you have done, and that 


you would teſtify, by doing me the Ho- 
nour & writing to me, that you are con- 
vinc'd of the real Affection with which I 
am 7 771 11 | TEE 


4 pr 


88% N WAL NOHL NIL WHEN VEE He v4 APA LL NE A NAN 
JEL IHE 858 een 


To Mademoiſelle de P A ULET. 


EOS TS” "Txy: 


MaDaAn,., 3 

Tf tis a Fault in me to have any Satis- 
& faction out of your Sight, at leaſt tis 
ſome Excuſe that I have none but what 
you give me. Tis you that are the Cauſe 
of all my Pleaſure; and tho I have lately 
been to ſee the Eſcurial and Arauj uex, and 
been at Bull-Feaſts, I ſhould have ſeen no- 

3 | thing 


1 
J 
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thing agreeable in Spain, if I had not re- 
Jo Letters here. Your Cares eaſe 
me of BY i 

Tm no longer unhappy, When Tconſider 
that you have not forgot me. This Obli⸗ 
gation is ſo great, that I don't think any 


U— — —— 


—— — 


the greateſt Part of mine; and 


beſides myſelf would ever be able to repay - 


it. But it you'll pleaſe to remember, you'll 


find, T pay d for it before-hand; and ſince 


the very firſt Moment that I had the Ho- 
nour to know you, there has not paſsd a 
Day in which 1 have not deſervd all the 
Favonr you can ever ſhew me. I'm ſure, 


Madam, you won't afcribe this to Vanity; 


but to the great Eſteem I have for the Paf- 


ſion with which I honour you, and to a Be- | 


lief which T have, that a perfect Affection 
deſerves every Thing. That which T have 
to ſerve you, 1s in ſo high a Degree, that 
nothing beſides yours 1s able to reward it; 
and tho you had given me Life a hundred 
Times, and with that all the Riches in the 


World, yorwould {till be deep in my Debt, 


unleſs you gave me your Lovę too. 

own in one Thing yon are pretty conſci- 
entious; not being able to give me what 
is my Due, you endeavour to content me 


otherwiſe, and to cover a Piece of Injuſtice 


with a great deal of Civility. But all the 
fie Words in the World, are not to be 


compar d with the ſmalleſt Particle of good. 
Will; tho if any might, they'd „ | 
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be yours, neither would you have any Oc- 
caſion to borrow of any Body elſe. Im 
always ſurpriz d to find, that tho I receive 
a great Packet from you, there is but a lit- 
tle Letter in it; and that what is written 
with your own Hand, is but the leaſt Part 
of what you ſend me. As I remember, I 
hardly ever had the Honour to lee you at 
your Houſe, but there were five or {1x Per- 
ſons in the Room with you; ſo you take 
care to put as many into your Letters, and 
never write to me but in publick. But you 
muſt not imagine, that this will make me 
ſpeak to you with e'er the leſs Boldneſs: 
Il] make thoſe my Confidents, whom you 

ſeem to have conſtituted my Judges; for 

T had rather let them know my Secret, 

than let you not know it. But to ſpeak ſe- 

riouſly, (for I know, Madam, you would 

not for the World that I ſhould mean what 

I ſay) inſtead of complaining of this, I 

have Reaſon to return you a thouſand 

Thanks for the Honour you cauſe me to 
receive from ſo many deſerving Perſons, 
and what I could never have pretended to, 
but thro' you. I own, tho' I can't even 
wiſh for more Pleaſure than I take in ſee- 
ing your Letters, yet I am extreamly glad 
when you do ſurpaſs my Wiſhes, and procure 
me more Satisfaction than I could defire. 
Tf J an't deceiv'd, there were in your laſt 
ſome Lines of the beſt Hand in the vel 

an 
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and I receivd them with the ſame Venera- 
tion, as they formerly gather'd together 
the Leaves wherein the Sybil wrote her O- 
racles. I have a greater Eſteem for thoſe 
four Verſes, than for all Matherbes Works; 
and tho' I have ſeen fome that were upon 
Love, and in Praiſe of myſelf, yet I'll af 
ſure you I never read any Poetry that was 


but I can neither fee nor hear any Thing 


touches the very Bottom of my Soul; and 
1 can't conceive how it happens, that Eſteem 
and Reſpe& ſhould in me have the ſame 
Effects as a violent Paſſion. Tho' you ſay 
nothing to me of Madam de Clermont, I'm 
ſure ſhe can't have forgot me; and I moſt 
humbly beſeech you, Madam, to be, 0 
kind as to tell her, that I endeavour to 
row. better every Day, in order to deſerve 
her Affection. The Sermons you preach to 
me, and the, Books you ſend me, are of no 
mall Service to me in this Deſign. I thank 
you for the Pſalm ; but pray, why in the 
Condition I am in ſhould you ſend me 
hings ſo mournful? What better Para- 


1 


Pl 5 can there be of the Miſerere, than my 
if 1 have, at length, got St. Paul's Epi- 
les. The two Books you ſent me, one in 
December, and tother; ſix Weeks ago, are 
come to me both the ſame Day; and, as 
far as 1 am able to judge, the Man whom 
u. I. _m you 


ſo agreeable to me. I can't tell how it is, 


that comes from that Perſon, but what 


r 
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u repreſented to me to be ſo little, is one 
of the greuteſt Men in all France. Amongſt 
other Things, I thought the Preface per. 
fectly fine, and T took'abundance of Plea- 
Jaxe in reading it. I would fay more of it, 
but I cant for one Hour at leaſt admire any 
Thing beſides Mademoiſelle de Rambouillet. 
I freely confeſs, Madam, (Whether tis Stu- 
pidity or Preſumption I can't tell) I beheld 
without Jealouſy all the fine Things 10 in 
took care to ſay to me: But when I had | 
read the Anſwer of the fortunate Infanta to {c) 
' Linincelot of the Lake, I was not able to 
gueſs who could write it; and not to I/ e, 
was very uneaſy to think that it was not 
myſelf. I calbd to mind all the Perſoris of 
Wit Jever knew, to find out who could be 
the Author of it, and all would not do: 
But when your Letter, which I always 
keep till the laſt, had informd me who 
*twas, I own 1 was tranſported with the 
| prog Jey L. have been ſenſible of this 
long Time. Tas a great Eaſe and Com- 
fort to me, to ſee that this Glory was due 
to one whom J already honour d fo much, 

and on whom I had beſtow'd fo much of m 

Wit, that it may be doubted whether it 
Was hers or mine that ſhe employ d in wri- 
ting ſo pretty a Letter. Really ſhe ſeems 
to be Miſtreſs of that of all the World, 
her Genius is fo turn'd to every Thing. 
Perhaps ſhe may take it ill, but if 5 does, 


| 
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1 can't hely telling you; that I had- like to 
have remain d in the ſame Ineredulity, 
wherein I was once with relation to ano- 
ther Miracle of her Wit; and. I could net 
believe twas poſſible {he could write ſo 
well upon ſuch a Subject, having never 
read any Books of that Nature. But this 
muſt be conceiv'd by Faith, and not hy 
Reaſon; and as ſhe writes Hiſtories where- 
in all the Paſſions are repreſented, without 
ever having, felt one of them; as ſhe de- 
ſcribes Italy and Spain, without having 
{o much as ever ſeen, the Maps of them; 
and as ſhe knows every Foot of Ground in 
the whole World, without having ever. 
been beyond Chartres; ſo, Without be- 
ing at all converſant in the old Romances; 
ſhe talks the Language of Launcelot of the 


W Lake better than Queen Gensvora herſelf 


could have done; and I believe ſhe could 


WH {peak Arabiek too, it ſne had a mind to try. 


It muſt be conteſs d, ſhe's a Perſon very: 


hard to be underſtood; and if Madam de 
Renbonillet is the moſt perfect Thing in the 


World, her Daughter is the moſt to. be ad- 
mird. But you are to conſtrue my Praiſes, 


Madam, with the Reſtriction every one 
muſt make that knows you. Yet twas 

well for me, that I had not this Teſtimony 
Noef her Wit till ſhe ſent me one of her Ci- 
T1 vility too; for'twould have given me very 
great Uneaſineſs, not to love one for whom 


F 2 5 I was 
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I was forcd to have ſo great an Eſteem, 
The five or {ix Lines ſhe did me the Honour 
to write me, were receivd by me with all 
the Reſpect, Love, and Joy that ſhe can 
imagine, and wholly effacd the Reſent- 
ment I conceivd at her t'other Letter. 
One of the Advantages which ill. natur d 
People have over thoſe Who are not ſo, is, 
that all the Favours they beſtow are much 
better receiv'd than ordinary, and the Ra- 
rity ſeems in fome Meaſure to add to the 
Value of the Action. Tho' I am ſenſible 
that ſhe ſhews me this Kindneſs only, that 
I may be the more concern'd at her future 
ill Uſage, yet I can't help ſuffering myſelf 
to be deceiv'd by it; and I love her now 28 
much as if ſhe were the ſweeteſt temper d 


ee which ſhe reſerves for me againſt 
ome other Pay this Threat does not make 
5 


member me. I ſhan!t be aftaid'tottell you. 
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that there's not a Man in the World B 
reſyect ſo much as him; but I durſt not tell 
you how much T love him, for fear the Inte- 


reſt of your Huſband ſhould make you 


take it ill, and upbraid me with miſplacing 
my Affection. Vou, Who make it a certain 
Rule, that all fuch People are inca- 
pable of loving, ſhould however ; make 
{ome Exception fort him; and as. ILhave 
heard you ſay more than once, that he 
had more Generoſity than any of the reſt, 
you may alſo believe he has more Friend- 
ſhip. But even tho! he had utterly forgot 
me, it would not have been in my Power 
to retrench any! thing of the Paſſion I have 


for him. I can no more reſiſt this Incli- 


nation, than I can that which-I have for 
you; and Ican t imagine why you ſhould 
wonder at my loving an ungrateful Friend, 
when you know how long I have lovd an 
ungrateful Miſtreſs. Without lying, even 
when I thought he did not in the leaſt 
think of me, I could not walk in a ſine 
Evening in the * Prada, without wiſhing 
him with me. If I had him here at Ma- 
did, I would carry him to Doors which 
open more eaſily than yours, and where 
we might be better receivd than we were at 
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. *The Prada at Madrid is a public Place to walk 
In; much the ſame as our Park. 
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yonr Houſe. - There are in this Place cer- 
tain Animals, call'd by the People ef the 
Country Moreyifts, Whoſe Form of Body is 

Very agreeable, and Skin extreamly ſoft:, 
WHO are good humour d, briſk, and plea- 
fant, very eaſily tam d, and naturally 
Friends to Mankind. The freſh Air of the 
Night, which they love to breathe, makes 
them generally to be found in the Streets 
ut that Time; and, as he is curious in this 
Sort of Things, I know he'd be very glad 
to ſee ſome of them. I humbly beg you, 
Madam, to whom I am indebted for ſo ma- 
ny Obligations, to uſe all the Credit you 

Have with him, to make him do me the 

; Honour to remember me; and if yon can 

| get him to love me, I give you a Reſpite 
of ſix Months in what you owe' me. I 

don't know whether or no your Servant | 
has done me the Honour to write to me; 
J am ſtill bis, with as much Reſpect and 
Eſteem as ever. At the Bottom of your 
Letter are three different Hand-writings; 
but I could not gueſs whoſe, and JI don't 
know whether J ever faw them before or 
no. I had a Deſign to get them anſwer d 
by three Spaniards of my Acquaintance; 
but Thad not Time, being very near my 
Departure. I hope Fſhall 5 this Place 
in three or four Days, to begin the Tour I 1 
inform'd you of, and go vilit Portugal and 
Andaluſia, Some of my Friends would fain 

diſſwade 
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diſſwade me from it, upon Account of the 
Heats which reign; there at this Time of 
= 2 — I am reſolv'd to ſee a little 
of the World, ta get Wit; DE, order to 
make myſelf Athends Br inter Which 
I have been here without warming my ſel. 
I intend to go in the Dog-Days to Africa, 
and ſpend the Summer in a Country where 
the Swallows ſpend the Winter. The Ha- 
Zards I muſt run in this Voyage, don't 4 
ter me, and perhaps 1 might run yet grea- 
ter, were I with you. All that vexes me, 
18, that if 1 die in it, Mademoiſelle de Ram- 
Bouillet will have the Pleaſure to ſayzit was 
but three [Years ago ſhe foretold I ſhould 
die in four. But one Whom you put into 
vonr Prayers, Madam, may hope for bet- 
ter Sueceſs than that comes to. I don't 
know whether I have a great while to live; 
but; I think IT have a great many Years 


Love in Stock for you; and my Affections 


being ſo great and perfect, I can't conceive 
_ tis poſſible I ſhould, fo ſoon ceaſe to 
EY e "ab of Matuan, 7; 1. 27 
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MAp An, N Gert ork ih oft 
Here was only one Thing wanting te 
pour Adventures, and that was to bè 
à Priſoner of State; I have given yon 
here the happy Occaſion of being ſuch- 
Fortune, who has omitted no Opportuni 
of bringing you into Play, will, mall Pr 
bability, make her Advantage of this. 1 
know very well that I bring you into Dan- 
ger by writing to you, yet cannot even 
that Reflection reſtrain me. From whence 
you may conclude, that there is nd Riſk 
which T-wonld refuſe to run, to fefreſh- your 
Rememberance of me, ſince I can reſblve 
to endanger even you, who. are dear and 
valuable above all the reſt of the World to 
me. I tell you this, Madam, at a Time 
When I would not lie, no, not in a Com- 
pliment; for I would have you to know, 
that Iam much the better for the Diſtemper 


which I have lately had; it has causd me 


to aſſume ſuch good.Reſolutions, that it I 
had them not, Fcould be contented to pur- 
chaſe them with all my Health. I plainly 


foreſee, - 


8 
. 
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foreſee, that this will but divert you, * 
vrho are to my Weak. 
— and who l derer believe that I 
can keep fi ingle..Reſolutions, I who 90 5 
broken ſo many Vows; yet nothing is 
more certain, than that I have hitherto C 
held the-Spaniſþ-Beauties with As much In- 
difference, as I did the Flemiſh at Bruſſels ; 
and I hope to grow a Convert ãn the jwfery 
Place of the dae whie J's 

is ſtrongeſt, and where the ſms 
as glorious Shapes as what he > put, ws when 
he fell. The Reformation is ſo great in 
me, that have but o ee der 
which is, that I think too 6800 f. you. 
and that I deſire to ſee you 8185 5 a lit- 
tle too much Impatience. 2 
moderated the reſt of my Pe PN 1515 
been unable to reduce that W. 
for you, to the Meaſure with Which w. 
permitted to love ur 'Neighbours; tf 
to ſay, as much as We do durſelves; 3 60 
fear you have à larger Share in mY. 
than I ought to allow a.. Creature. 
out; I beſeech you, for. WHY 1 5 
ot rather ſor an Excuſe, for it 3. for as 1 
Remedy, I believe a none, 2 
mut he ala yv. with the 1 8 Path Jl 
160 FOLK nies hay, + q "EOF me 
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825 great a NMisfortume 1 mike; unit 
no leſs Conſolation than that which 1 
Fe» receiv d from you; and I leok'd on 
'your Letter, as a Pardon which Heaven 
Sranted me after my Sentence: I can call 
by no other Name the News which obligd 
Her to return to this Place; and I can aſſure 
on that Sentence of Death i is oftentimes 
Tels rigorous. But ſince, in the midſt of 
my Misfortunes, I have the Honour to | 
Ky 1 8 d. by. ou, to complain would 
Fol M.becoming bf me; - for methinks he 
jay a6 3c th the Favours of Fortune, 
hoi is 12 10 enough to obtain yours. This 
Is the Reaſon that I ſhall make Uſe of to 
a comfort m ſelf, for the Neceſſity of re- 
maining h re; and not that which you urgd 
Ne Thit it is better to be an Erile in 
28 Land, than to bè a Priſoner in one's 
own Country: For, alas! you know but 
ene half my Mifery, if you are not | 
- convinied that I am both together; and if | 


u judge of the Matter rightly, you will 
* * due 
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Sod, S Things, which ſeem very, iu- 
| be bani NR 4 ieee t de 


o 


pret this Raddle, | 

that .Ibave always been us d to mingle a 
Dram of Love in my Letters: For it, as 
you ſay, I am allowd ſome Liberty here, 


unleſs you call to Mind, 


of which I ſnould be deprivd in France, 0 
| beſeech.you let it be that of aſſuring you, 4 
' that there is a great deal of Paſſion mix d | 
with the Affection which I expreſs for your 1 
1 Service. I ſhould indeed be ungrateful, if 
| I ſhould diſcover, but an ordinary Friend- I 
L ſhip for a Peiſon who dos ſuch extraordi- ig 
- nary Things for me; and I am obligd to 43 
5 fall in Love, at leaſt, with your Generoſity. | ' 
J I have been acquainted what Care a Gen- j 
> WU tleman and a Lady have taken to enquire | 
| W of my Welfare, which is an additional Ob- 
> bgatzon to one whom they Had extremely 
i oblig d hefore. For all the reſt, they habe 
3 ſeem d biuy d in ſo profound a Silence, that 
) fon ſix Months together I have heard not 
. the leaſt mention of them. Whether this 
| comes from their Forgetfulneſs, or from 
| thery Prudence, I am unable tadetermine 5 
; vet Forgetſulneſs may beallowd an Excufe 


for Silence, hut a dumb Remembrance 18 
without Defence, I. leave yu to conclude, 
F \ Madam, bow much Luſtre this reflects 
upon what youhave done for me, and how 
21613 F 6 much 


| 
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much Tam oblig d to Jou ſor 2 lons' __ 
at a' Time, when others e been afraid to 
fend me their Service Therefore let ne 
aſſure you, that tho' I am unable to make 
ſuitable Returns to ſuch Goodneſs, I eſteem 


At, at leaſt, and extol it as it deſerves; 'and 
. that Tam, N as 4 N can a 
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1 Receiv'd the Letter vo did me the Ho- 
18 to Write me, with more joy than 
1 did expect ev er to have here; and I, who 
have ſo many Things to deſire, and am ſo 
far from all Places Where I wifh to be, faw 


myſelf languiſhing in a Labyrinth of Dif. 


F. ee unable to get qut without great 
iffculty, do now find my Thoughts quiet 
and ſerene from all anxious Fears, ſince 1 
ſee you remember me; and if tis trueſthat 
I have ſome Part in your Eſteem, it will 
oper Balance all ths Troubles of my _ 

thol e 
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thoſe to hom vb e, Wealth and Ho- 
nor, Were not ſowell rewarded as I am. 
I” havebread ye, Better over and over, 
with the ſame Tranfport as the moſt! paſſio- 
nate Lover could a Billet from his conſent- 
ing Miſtreſs; and it is Fiaffure you, the 
greateſti Satisfaction il er Teteivid: in this 
2ountry;> The little Health I have had, 
would not permit me to have any Diver- 
tiſement; neither ſaw-I any Weman, but 
in the ada, or on the Stage; | and ſo, 
without doing myſelf any Violence, I a- 
gres with ye in what: you faid in Preju- 
dice of the Ladies of Madrid, in Favour of 
thoſe of Bruſſels; and before their Preſence, 
or yours, can oblige me to be compliant, I 
yield from this Moment to whatever you 
can think or ſay to their Advantage; their 
Innocence, their Youth,-: and Beauty, for 
which you ſay you do eſteem them, are 
Qualities we en never ſee here in one Per- 
ſon ; neither ate they common with yon, 
n can gueſs the Rea- 
ſon Why you take their Parts with ſo much 
Paſſion; and, if I err not, if the Cauſe be 
the ſame which L imagine, Pſnould wron 
both my Judgment and Inclination tathin 
otherwiſe than what you do ; for muſt 
own with you,” that if Narifu, Paraxd, and 
Guliana, ſhould return into the World again, 
yet would Spain have nothing te oppoſe 
her. All the Autiſice they uſe here, ant 
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are not, cannot tes. Form ſo 
Seadtiful. The moſt celebrated Beauty we 
have here, is no more comparable to her, 
than Braſs and Ebony to Gold and Ivory; 
and xhe neateſt Conipariſon I een make, 
would: reſemble her ino more, than a fine 
Night does a fine Day; and now. repent 
of ly raſh- Declaration, in ſaying Spain 
only furniſh'& us with defirable Beauties ; 


N bel only one of the Court, where youtrare, 
s ſuffieient to convince the World to the 


contiary. The on Advantage we, have 
of you, is, our Ladies are more amorous; 
et 1 doubt the univerſal Truth ont for 
the fame” Fortune you have had every 
where, follows you in Flanders, you will 
teach ſome of them not to be exceIl'd, even 
in that. But J refer this Diſcourſe, till, I 
have the Satisfaction of being nigh you, 
and have the Honour of your Converſa- 
tion, the! Hopes of which donbles my im- 
patient Wiſhes for my. Retutn. Leonjure 
vou, remember your Promiſe, and take 
Care that the Multitude of your Ad ven 
tures deface not the leaſt art af me in your 
Breaſt. And whereas thoſe that are neat 
you; require Favours; Penſions, and: Pla- 
ces, I never ſhall aſk: more than your 
Friendſhip, nor do I thinł ou can give me 
any Thing more valuable from the Num- 
* of your Acquaintance; the very Fire 
you 
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vou have choſe to ſtamp the Mark of 
Friendfhip-on, makes me admire the Soli- 
dity of your Judgment, and the Prudence 
of your Conduct, in contradicting the bare 
Practice of the World, in being more hbe- 
ral of your Wealth than of your Heart; 
and Lam proud of nothing ſo much, as of 
being admitted into the Number of, 


111. 
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Ou have included in five or fix Lines 
1 every Thing in the World that's moſt 
agreeable to me; and in promiſing me the 
Preſence of my Maſter, your Converſation 


and your Friendſhip, you 


have anſwer d all 


my Wiſhes. To compleat theſe Hopes, no 


Difficulties can ſeem inſu 


pportable to me ʒ 


the Sea will be eroſs d wit 


to enjoy ſo much Happineſs; and all the | 
greateſt Men in the World formerly us d 
— to 


1 Pleaſure; to go 


\ 
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to undertake Voyages upon Accounts: lefs 
valuable. But 1 muſt finſt break tha En- 
chantments of Madrid, and overcome the 


Deſtiny ef this Court, which will force 


every Body to ſtay ten or twelve Months 


longer than they deſign d to do. This is. ſo 
true, Sir, that having made an Endeavour 


this Winter to eſeape from it before that 
Term, the Strength of the Charm fetch d 
me back a hundred and twenty Miles; and 
Jam now as ſtrongly engag d to it as ever. 
However, I have Gn Hopes from what 
you ſay you have written in my Favour; 


and if this Adventure is to be finiſh! by 


one of the worthieſt Men in the World, I 


believe I ſhall be indebted to You for my 
Deliverance. ' 1 know, Sir, it won't be one 
of the greateſt you ever put an End to, 
but J am ſhure it will be one of the moſt dif- 
ficult and moſt juſt; for really you are in 
ſome Meaſure oblig d to take Care of one, 
who honours you ſo ſincerely as I do; and 
in the Place Where you are, nothing is ſo 
hard to find as Affections fe pure as mine. 
Thoſe who poſſeſs ſuch Poſts as yon:s, are 


1 eee d. like Geds; a great many 


them, all ſacrifice to them, but few 
love them; and tis eaſier for them to find 
Adorers, than Friends. For my Part, Sir, 
I have always look'd upon you, in your 


naked Character, diſtinct from every Thing 


that's foreign to it: 1 behold Things in 
O1 | -y 
"OG 
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you, which are greater and more! glorious 
than. ycur Fortune and: Qualities," with 
which tis impoſſible for youito be like the 

ined, BIpeak this kKnowingly, if you re- 
member the Diſcourſe I had —ů 
have with you in a certain Field, where 
having laid open your Heart to me, I ſaw 
in it ſo much Strength, Reſolution, and 
Genetvſity, thatyou entirely won mine. 1 
thenqperceivd that you had ſuch ſbund No- 
g tions of all thoſe=Things which generall 
I deceæĩve the reſt of the World, that tho 
| Things which they - beheld»jn you with 
5 miration; were hat you eſteem d 
exft; (An tbàt no Body examines you with 
half ſo little Love as you do yourſelf. I 
own, Sir, at that Time, ſeeing you walk 
upon Nrecipices, witk a bold and chearful 
Countenance, and not imagining that Con- 
ſtancy could reach ſo far, I. fancy d you 
did not perceive them all: 'But you taught 
me, that there was nothing in your Per- 
ſon, ner About it, but what yu knew to the 
Bottom; and that, tho youſaw but a Step 
before you Impriſonment and Peath, and 
ſo many other Accidents which threaten d 
you, and on the other Side, Honours, Glo- 
ry, and the greateſt Rewards, you beheld 
"all *this/ without the leaſt. Duſcompoſage,, 
and Taw Reaſonsp not to wiſni too much 
for the ofie, nor to fear the other. I 1 
rie amaz 
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ama q that a Man, brought: up from his | 
Vouth an the rms —— ſhould be | 
acquainted with-al-the-\Secrets: of:Philoſc- 
phy; and that you ſhould gain Wikio in 
a” Place here every Body elſe generally 
doſe it. From that Monient, Sir, L pat 
you into the Number of three or four Per- 
foris) whom I love 1and honour * 
the reſt: of the World, am added a grea 
| deabofi Reſpect and Eſteem to the Parſon 
Þbefors had for-you: Out of this-I-form'd 
| another Affection much greater ſtill; this 
hl | f is that I have yet, and ſhall 1 
a 
| 
| 


long as I live; to ſnch a Degree; that: i- 


deed-you-onghr'! to eckrowledgoi . — 
tying debe an any be 

as am, RY INT 9 701 9 Ty, HE 

Au no 9018 1 omit Sir Ml: ee 
Madrid, Fame 8. 1638. een &e. 


PI 4 . — * * ay 
4 RT SES, FF Yuges® n S 7 3% 445% \ . 
”M " F : e , 2 7 0 1 * , 4 8 4 : * 4 55 44 57 . 3 
- * 


17 F [> Fir 9 197/7159 IT eee GAS 
avs ET ord Fa 


mens * aud vn V 011 ” 4 * pa - 8" 7 "ry 591 


al. 21or0H | bin 196105713 t bus 0 
olga B. 5 8 ne. 7 el «jr bs 5 An _ 
A8 far as I fee, you are as liberal ef 
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otherwiſe, in the Neceſſity. Lam in, yu ho 
ever ſend me the fineſt Words inthe World. 
Icanꝰt empley them better, than to return 
them to yu again; and if I dent make 
Uſe of thefe; I on I can think of none 
ſufficient to expreſs the Honour you do me. 
And indeed, Sir, I believe you writ them 
to me, foreſeeing how, much I ſhould ſtand 
in need of them; and as you gave me ſo 
much Cauſe to praiſe you, ſo you took Care 
to give me alſo wherewithal to dot. This 
Favour obliges me to receive with Patience 


the Reproaches you charge me with; and 


as I am loaden with Honours which are 
not due to me, tis but reaſonable that I 
ſhould endure Complaints which IL have not 
deſery'd. Were it not for this, I ſhould de 
mand Satisfaction of yon for aceuſing me 
of a mighty Deſire to leave this Place 3 
and why ſhould you beſtow: the Title of 
Hatred upon that which you ought to af 
cribe to Affection? Lam as well acquainted 
with the Delights and Charms of Spain as 
any Body; but I . Sir, you believe 
it has none J like ſo well as being with my 
Friends; and if Faris itſelf was irkſome to 
me, becauſe of my Maſter's Abſence, you 
ought not in the leaſt to Wonder at Madrid 
beth ſo, or at my being unable to receive 
any Satisfaction from a Place where I can t 
enjoy my Health. But were this Deſire as 
unjuſt as you ſay it is, you ought not ta 
77. | | | upbraid 
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blance. Twon't be upon ſthis 
rity will make a Judgment of, vou. For- 


upbraid me with a; Piece af Injuſtige which 


Tevminit for your Sake, nor be offended at 
1 


having too great a Deſire to ſet you. 
Tho I ſhould meet with the ſame Incon- 
veniences in the Place where you ars, yet 
I ſhould not think them the ſame, if I bore 
them in your Company ; and I wonder you 
Mould talk as you do in the ſame Letter, 
where you inform me that; there; are Per- 
ſong with you with whom the greateſt At- 
flictions would feem pleaſant to you, III 
aſſure you, Sir; I too am capable of that 
Sort ofConfolation ; and whatever you are 


pigs to ſay, tis impoſſible for me to be 


enſible-/ either: of Sorrow or Neceſſity in 
the Place here you are. There are Trea- 
fures in your Perſon; which I can enjoy in 


Spite of ill Fortune, and with which I can 


never be poor nor ſad. This is what makes 
me ſo impatient to be gone from - hence ; 
ande if all my Friends did not abſolutely 
forbid me, I would take: the meareſt Road 


to oomę to you; and by the Way, tear, down 


with my own Hands the Pictures of you, 
Which you ſay! are fix d up upon the Fron- 
tiers. I dare ſay, Sir, your Soul is not ſo 


weak as to need any Comfort upon this 


Head; and you, who have look d Death 


herſelt ſo cloſely in the Face without Ter- 


ror, can never be moud with her Reſem- 
that Poſte- 


trine, 
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tune, who is not always unjuſt, will give 


„ 1 
r 


you a Deſeri 
1 for thele 
you. All the Changes ſhe has made i 

your Life, ſeem to me .like that Sort o 

Icing; glaſs, which being put upon a Picture, 
alters all that is round the Perſon, but ſtili 
leaves the Face unalterd; Ius ſhe 
makes Sport of great Men; ſhe takes De- 
light in ſeeing them in different Shapes, 
and in leſs than a 7 ſhe 
under a 
ſhcwn publickly 
Sir, 1 eh og s a o 


rivals 


tion more to your Ad vantage, 
Pictures beſtow Statues upon 
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FHO my Liberality ſhould, as you 
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tell me, ſurpaſs the Bounty of Alex- 
ander, it would nevertheleſs be richly re- 
I ie 1 4 14 ich 11 
e e 
hays retwn'd me ker z He himſelf, 45 
boundleſs es his Ambition Was, would have 
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confin'd it to ſo rare a Fayour. He would 
have ſet more Value upon this Honour, 
than he did on the Perſan Diadem; and he 


would never have envy d Acbilles the Praiſe 
which he receivd from Homer, if he could 


but himſelf have obtain d ours. Thus, 


Madam, on this Pinacle of Glory on Which 
I ſtand, if I bear any Envy to his, tis not 


ſo much to that which. he acquir d himſelf, 


as to that which you have beſtow'd upon 


him; and he has receiv'd no Honours, 


mich I do not hold inferior to mine, un- 
leſs it be that which you did him, when 


7 — declar d him your Gallant. Neither 
s Vanity, nor the reſt of his W 
cou 
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could ever perſuade him to believe any 
thing that was ſo advantageous to himʒzand 
the Quality of Son of Jupiter Hammon, was 
by much leſs glorious to him than this. 
louſy which it has rais d in me; tis . 
Madam, that knowing ybu A del 8 
know you, I am very ell aſſur d, that if 
you havedone him this Honour , tis hot ſo 
much upon the account of His haying 
the Greateſt of Mankind, as of his havin 
been now - theſe two thouſand? Vears no 
more. However, we here find Cauſe to a 
mize the 'Gteatheſs Uf his F orttine; which 
not being able. yet to forfake Him, 445 9 
ny Years after his Death; Has added 2 65 4 
reſts à Ferſbnn that gives them 
Lufre than the Daughter and Wife of 2 
ius; and Which has gaimd him a — 
more great than the World he Rs ook 
I ought Here to be afraid;-after Xam- 
e Writing in too loffy 99 Ee os - 

ear! the Writer be. fu ime wh 
writes-of you, and ef brd? Mea 
bly beſeech you, Madam, to believe 
that I have equal Paſſion LE "You, I i 
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ther Advantage of it, than to gain that 
Room in your Affection, which you tell 
me I have there; and to beg you to conti- 
nue me ſo ineſtimable a Bleiling. If I 
found you inchn to grant me this, the 
next Favour I would beg of you, would be, 
to return my humble Thanks to thoſe La- 
dies, who, you ſay, do condeſcend to 
think of me ſometimes, in all the choiceſt 
Dreſs of Words, of which you are ſo perfect 
a Maſter. For one of em particnlarly I would 
be at the Expence of gathering all the 
Flowers and Graces of Rhetorick, and 
would immediately write her a Love-Let- 
ter, ſo full of Gallantry and Texderneſs, that 
you {ſhould tell me at my Return Home, 
that it did not diſpleaſe her. Since there 
are three of em, methinks neither of em 
has any Reaſon to be offended at this Free- 
dom. It would ſhew too much Cruelty in 
'em, to deprive me of the Liberty of my 
Wiſhes, and hinder me of entertaining my 
ſelf with this imaginary Happineſ, ſince it 
is the only Satisfaction I have left me. I 
begin now to have ſtronger Hopes of my 
Return than hitherto I have had. The Plea- 
fare I ſhall have in leaving this Place, 
will make me ſufficient Amends for the 
Vexations I have found in it; and J fee], 
by way of Advance, Part of the Joy I ſhall 
receive, when I am ſo happy as to ſee you, 
Thus, Sir, you may perceive there is a 
= YoL. I. G Mixture 
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Mixture in all Things. Good and 111 are 
| huddled and blended together; and when 
either of them is not to be found in the 


Top, you may certainly expect to find it at 


the Bottom. I am as yet uncertain which 
Way to ſteer my Courſe; but Iam inclin d, 
upon ſecond Thoughts, to take Shipping at 
Liſbon. Had it been left to my own 
Choice, I would have ventur'd thro'France, 
let the Event have been what it would: 
Not that I have a Mind to be thought over- 
confident, or love to take, as you would 
inſinuate, a dangerous Way, when I may 
take another: But I was always of Opini- 
on, that the ſhorteſt is the ſafeſt. Beſides, 
to tell you the Truth, I could never fancy 
I was born to be hang d. However, I am 
commanded to take another Way , and the 
Perſons to whom you have given an abſo- 
late Power over me, and who, in Juſtice, 
ought to exerciſe. it over the whole World, 
have fo poſitively. order d it, that I dare 
not ſo much as to deliberate on the Mat- 
ter. In the mean time, while they com- 


mand me not to hazard myſelf by Land, 


they make me rely upon the Sea and Pi- 
rates: Yet I may ſafely tell you, I fear 


neither; and am more afraid of the Calms, 


which may delay my Happineſs of ſeeing 
. you. As for the reſt, I ſna nt much trou- 
ble myſelf, provided I may ſoon arrive at 
my Journey's End, and find an Opportunity 

| Toe oo, to 
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to make it appear one Day, by my Servi- 
ces, that you have beftow'd your Favours 


one who has a grateful Senſe of em, 
— with the utmoſt erh, IT 
Madrid, me SIR, 
8, 1633. | | ; 
Re Tours, &C, 
2. &. &. E.. . &. & 0h r 


To Mademoiſelle PAULET. 
LETTER XXXVIII. 


MA DAM, 


FE now one of the fineſt Subjects in 
the World to furniſh me with a Lovc- 
Letter; for, without wronging my Conſci- 
ence, I may ſafely tell you, that I paſs my 
Days without Light, and my Nights with- 
out the leaſt Sleep: At leaſt this has 
been my conſtant Courſe of Life ever fince 
I left Madrid. In ten Nights I have made 
a ſhift to perform ten Days Journey, and 
am arriv'd at Granada without ſeeing the 
Sun, unleſs it were juſt as he was riſing in 
the Morning, or a little before he went to 
Bed at Night. He is ſo very dangerous 
here, that the Compariſon which ſome of 
our Poets make 1. his Rays and heir 

2 — 
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Miſtreſſes Eyes, will hold good no longer; 
for hat they perform only by Figure and 
Allegory, he actually effects in this Cli- 
mate. In ſhort, he burns every thing that 
beholds him; and any living Creature that 
can lcok upon him without Roaſting for 
it, may, for all I know, be able to live com- 
fortably in a Furnace. However, I have had 
the good Luck to eſcape him, for which I 
am beholding to the Night, for I always 
took care to keep the whole Earth between 
his Worſhip and me. At preſent I paſs my 
Time moſt deliciouſly in the Shade of a 
Mountain of Snow, which does this City 
the Honour to cover it. Three Days ago 
in Sierra Morena J ſaw the individual — 4 
where Don Quixote, of bleſſed Memory, 
and Cardenio, met upon the Road; and the 
very {ame Day I ſupt at the Inn, where 
the famous Adventures of Dorothea were ac- 
compliſh'd. This Morning I took a Turn 
in the ancient Alhambra, croſsd the noted 
Square of Vivarambla; and the Street where 
L lodge boaſts a Name, ten times longer 
than a Welſh Epedigree, for tis call'd La 
Calle de Abenamer Muley Benand Moro de la 
Morera. You can't imagine what a great 
Satisfaction it was to me, to ſee theſe 
Things which I had fo often thought of; 
but, Madam, it was infinitely more Plea- 
ſure to me. to think on certain Thin 
which I had ſometimes ſeen, Tho' I muſt 
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own, that the Objects that daily preſent. 
themſelves to my Eyes, are extreamly beau 
tiful and fine, yet my Imagination perpe- 
tually obliges me with ſomething which is 
infinitely brighter; ſo that I would not 
change the Images my Memory furniſnes 
me with, for all the richeſt Sights in the 
Univerſe. . Yeſterday, caſting my Eyes on 
the Walks and Fountains of Generalifa, and 
wiſhing I could be ſo happy as to meet 
thoſe celebrated Beauties: of the Roman- 
tick Age, Galiana, Zaida, and Daxara, juſt 
in the very Equipage and Habit as they 


were when they liv'd in this ſinful World, 


I could not forbear to wiſh the good Com- 
pany of another Perſon, who, to do- Her 
Juſtice, is a thouſand Times more charm- - 


ing and, amiable, and would eclipſe the 


greateſt Beauties in the World, ſhould they - 
preſume to appear in the ſame Hemiſphere - 
with her. By theſe Tokens, as I take it, 
Madam, I have ſufficiently deſcrib'd her 
to you: But is it not a moſt horrid and la- 
mentable Thing, that I ſhould be forc'd to- 
obſerve ſo much Artifice in my Language, 
and that I dare not ſay for my Life that 
it is your Ladyſhip I mean all this while? 
For your Comfort, Madam, you may give 
me Leave to diſplay ſome of my Compli- 
ments now, being at the Pountiie , of 
Gallantry, from whence it has ſpread it- 
{elf all over the Earth. From this Place: I 
G 2 deſign. 
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deſign in four Days to reach Gibraltar, and 


from thence to make a ſmall Trip to Ceuta, 


in order to viſit the Place of your Nativity, 

and pay my Reſpects to your noble Parents, 
the lawful and undoubted Monarchs of all 
the Foreſts and Defarts of that ſpacious 
Country. Now, Madam, as I ihall give 
them a full Account of your Ladyſhip, fo 
Thumbly deſire you to do the ſame for me 
to all your Friends; and particularly to aſ- 
ſure three of them, that let Fortune diſ- 
.poſe of me where ſhe pleaſes, my better Part, 
meaning my Soul, ſhall be everlaſtingly 
with them. As for your ſelf, Madam, I 
need not at this Time of Day give myſelf 
the Trouble to inform yon, that no Man 
reſpects and honours you more than my- 
ſelf; for you cannot but know, that I am 
but too much, f be 


Madam, 
b Tour humble Servant, c. 
e eee 


To Monſieur De CHAUDEBONNE. 
LETTER XXXIX. 
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1 Write to you in Sight of the Coaſt of 
Barbary : There is but a Channel between 
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us of about three Leagues over, tho it is the 
Ocean, and the Mediterranean Sea together 
You would be ſurpriz u to ſee a Man ſo far 
off, who takes ſo little Pleaſure in Ramb- 
ling, and who was in ſuch Haſte to return 
to you: But the Advice I receivd, that 
this Seaſon was very improper tor Naviga- 
tion, by Reaſon of the great Calms, and 
that I ſhould find it very difficult to em- 
bark before September, has given me at once 
an Inclination and Leiſure to purſue this 
Voyage; for I choſe rather to ſuffer the 
Fatigue of Travelling, than the Lazineſs 
of Madrid. So that after having ſeen at 
Granada all that remains of the Magnif- 


cence of the Mooriſh King's, EI Albambra*; 


the + Zaccatin, and that famous Place the 
Vivarambla, where I had formerly ima- 
end ſe many Tilts and Tournaments. I 
am juſt come to the Point of Gibraltar: 
From whence,” as ſoon as they ſhall have 
equipp'd me a Frigat, I hope to paſs the 
Streights,” and viſit Ceuta; and coming back 
00% e 4 Drop! 11 Drobo 


„„ TP 3 F<: FJ 774% j TS 7 > Js is 
* A ſtrong Fortreſs in the City of Granada in 
Spæin, above all the other Buildings in the City, with 
the Royal Palace, and a Monaſtery of Franciſtans in 
it, built by the Mooriſb Kings, The Name, in Ara- 
bith, fign ifies Red Caſtle. | 1 
+; 4 Quarter in the ſame City, fignifying the 
Broker an Arabick „ ot 475 k 
2 A Gate of the fame City; in Arabick,' the Sandy 
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from; thence, to take the Road of Cales, St. 
Lucar, and Sevil, and ſo to Liſbon. Hither 
to, Sir, I have not repented of this Enter- 
prize, which at this Time of the Year has 
ſeem d raſh to all the World. Andalauſa 
has reconcild me to all the reſt of Spain; 
and having paſs d it in ſo many other 
Parts, I ſhould be ſorry not to have een it 
in the only Place where it appears beautiful. 
You'll think it ſtrange, that I praiſe a 
Country where it is never cold, and where 
the Sugar-canes grow: But, in Recompence, 
I can aſſure you, they have ſuch Melous, 
that twere worth coming four hundred 
Leagues to taſt them; and that Country, 
for Which a whole People wander'd ſo long 
in the Wilderneſs, could not be, in my Opi- 
nion, much more delicious than this is. I 
am attended here by Slaves, ho are hand- 
ſome enough to he my Miſtreſſes; and it is 
permitted me every where to gather Palms 
without Danger. This Tree; for which all 
ancient Greece has fought, which is not to 
be found in France, but in our Poets, is 
here no ſcarcer than the Olive- Trees; and 
there is not an Inhabitant on this Coaſt, 
who has not more of them than all the 
Cæſars. You may behold, at one View, the 
Mountains charg'd. with Snow, and Vallies 
cover d with Fruit. They have Ice in Au- 
guſt, and Grapes in January: Summer anc 
Winter here are always ac dete 
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and when the Year grows old in other 
Countries, and whitens all the Earth, here 
it is ever green with Lawrels, Orange-trees, | 
and Mirtles. I confeſs, Sir, I endeavour to 
make it ſeem as beautiful to you as I can; 

and having complain d to you formerly of 
the III I have met with in Spain, if I do 

not retract what I have ſaid, 1 think I am 
oblig'd, at leaſt, to repreſent to the beſt 
Advantage, whatever I find that's good in 


it: In the mean Time you'll wonder that 
. a Man, ſo much a Libertine as I am, ſhould 


be in Haſte to quit all this, to go and look 


a Mafter. But I'll ſwear ours is ſuch, a one, 


that there can be no Pleaſure that onght 
to be preferr'd to the Honour and Satisfa- 
ction of ſerving, him. Liberty, which is 
eſteem' d the moſt charming Thing. in Na- 
ture, is not ſo deſirable as his Highneſs. 
Lou know how little I am inclin'd to Flat- - 
tery; and one of the moſt remarkable Qua- 
lities which diſtinguiſhes my Lord, is, that 
he cannot ſuffer it. But it muſt be ac- 
knowledg'd, that beſides the eminent Vir- 
tues which are owing to the Greatneſs of 
his Birth, his Aſfability, his good Nature, 
the Beauty and Vivacity of his Ingenuity, - 
the Pleaſure he takes in hearing witty - 
Things, and the Grace with! which he 
ſpeaks them himſelf, are. Qualities. which 
can hardly be found any where, to that 
Degree, as they appear in him; and jf it 
> Ff ̃ ͤ ͤ ae 
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were only to ſee ſomething extraordinary, 
that I ramble about the World, what need 
I give myſelf the Trouble to go fo far, 
when I ſhould do much better to keep near 
his Perſon. I examine every Thing I fee, 
with more Curioſity than I naturally have; 
that when the Time ſerves I may give a 
ſatisfactory Account to his Highneſs; and 
I am well aſſur d, that when I ſhall have 
once had the Honour to diſcourſe with him 
about theſe Matters, he will know them 
ever after better than I do. LP cara 
ous Memory. of this Prince has been hy - 
ty Comfort to me during my Abſence ; tor 
having had the Honour to be in it ſome 
Time ago, I don't queſtion but I have a 
Place there ſtill; becauſe I can hardly ima- 
gine, that I am ſo unfortunate, as to be the 
only Thing he ever forgot. His Highneſs, 
who never forgot a Tribune nor an AÆdile, 
nor even a Legionary Soldier who has 
once been namd in Hiſtory, will not, I 
believe, forget one of his humble Servants , 
and the whole Globe being in his Imagi- 
nation better repreſented than in any Ma 
of the World, let me go never ſo far, 
need not fear for that, to go out of the Ho- 
nour of his Remembrance. Nevertheleſs, 
1 humbly intreat you, Sir, (you, who with 
ſo much Goodneſs precure me all Sorts of 
Honours and Advantages) to find an Op- 
portunity to tell my Lord; how much 1 
deſie 
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deſire to have the Honour to kiſs his Hand, 
and the Prayers I make Sante for a 
Life of ſo great Conſequence to all Man- 
kind. If after this I deſire any Thing 
more of you, tis only that you would be 
pleas d to take Care, that Time fhall not 
diminiſh the Share you have ſo liberally 
gen me in your Affection: But ſee how 
ar the Exceſs of mine has carry'd me, that 
it makes me doubt the moſt generous; Man 
alive. Lou, who know, Sir, that in 
thoſe that love much, there are always 
ſome Motions that are not conformable to 
Reaſon: Pardon, I beſeech yon, this Fear, 
and conſider, that, J am cxcuſcable, being 
with ſo much Paſſion . 
n FFV 13.6 our, Kc. 
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Tſhonld be very glad to; have the Conn 
1 teſs of Bar lemom and the Princeſs of Han 
bancon made acquainted, that I eternally 
think of them, at one cf the Extremities of 
Europe, and that I am now going to croſs 
the d ea, on Purpoſe to inform myſelf, whe- 
ther Africa, which was always fam d for 
Rarities, can produce any Thing fo rare as 
themſelves. 187 
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have paſs d the Strait whith gives 
| Late to it; yet the Sea that lies between 
us, can ſtifle nothing of the Paſſion 1 have 
for you; and tho the Slaves of Chriſtendom 
are free when't touch ypon this Coalt, I 
am never the leſs yours för that. Do not 
wonder to ſee me break forth into Gallan- 
tries ſo openlys the Air of the Country 
| hath inſpird into me ſomething of impo- 
lite N more than ordinary; · and 
you may eaſily perceive I am grown more 
confident than ever z and hen I, write a- 
gain, expect f oſind me as a Tiuł does a 
Moor. But for all that, you ſhould: not 
take it ill, to be diverted with Love at this 
Diſtance z/ and if it were but out of Curior 
ſity, you: ſnould be glad to ſee the Loves 
Letters of Barbary. There wanted in your 
Adventures that of having an humble Ser- 
vant beyond the Seas; and as you have 
ſome of all Qualities, it were but reaſon- 


ble you ſhould have ſome in all a 
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of the Globe. Veſterday I gravd your 
Name upon à Moüntain, not very nich 
lower than the Stars, from whence may 
be diſcover di ſeven i Kingdoms 3 Hand to 
Merrbw I fend Challenges to the Empe- 
© rors of Morboco and Fex, wherein J offer 
to maintain, that Africa never produce d 
any Creature ſo beautiful and ſo cruel as 
yourſelf? When that's done, Madam, my 
Buſineſs Here is at an end 4 but only: to go 
and ſee your! Friends, fo whom J intend to 
propoſe the Marriage, which has made ſuch 
à Noiſe ſome time ſince, and endeavour; to 
gain their Confent;- that there be nd far: 
ther Delay in that Matter. And for what 
I hear; they are People mot very eaſy of 
Acceſs; I ſhall be much troubled to find 
them; I have been told, they ſhould be 
at the Bottom of Lybia; and that the Lions 
of that Quarter are leſs both as to Nobi- 
lity and Growth. There are ſome younę 
ones ſold here, which are extreamly hand- 
fomes I am reſolwd to ſend you half 4 
Dozen of them, inſtead of the Spauiſi 
Gloves for I know you will eſteem them 
more, and they are cheaper. Lou may 
have the prettieſt that can be here for three 
Crowns; it is but Play with them to carry 
away a Man's Armor Hand at leaſt; arid; 
yourſelf excepted, I never {aw any Thing 
more / agreeable. Pray be pleas d to pre- 
pare Mrs. Amie to converſe with them, and 
01 to 
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her with Things very ſtrange 


to give them the Place of Dorinda I ſhall 
ſend them by the firſt Ship that ſails from 
this Place; and Iwiſh to Heavens I could 
come along with them, to, throw Wielt 
they will have the Occaſion to be the cru- 
elleſt Creatures in the World, and think 


theinſelves to be Kings of all their Bre: 


thren ; but the greateſt Aſſurance I can 

we; that the Air of Africa hath inſtill'd 

me Barbarity mtb me, is, that I have 
written three Pages, and thought to have 
finiſſid my Letter without ſpeaking of M. 
D. RI aſſure yu, whereever I am, ſhe 
is always in my Heart and Remembrance; 
and even at this Moment, Bene he di tanta 
lontanauxa, li ſo humiliſima riverłnxa; and I 
am her moſt humble and moſt dutiful Ser- 
vant Branbano. While am out of Chri- 


ſtendom, I dare not ſay any thing to Ma- 


dam de C—+ for Mademoiſelle de R —, 
F believe ſhe will not with me the worſe 


for it: I hope one Day to be out of her 


Debt, for the great Pleaſure I had in hear- 
ing the Adventures of Alcidalis, by enter- 
taining her with my own. I mall acquaint 
ble, and for her Fables 1 ſhall give her 


Hiſtory. Jour Servant hath ſtill in my 


Mind, the Place his Merit, and the Affe- 


ction he honours me with, may juſtly claim. 


Madam, I 
love 


There is a Friends of 


OJ 


yours, 
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love ſo paſſionately, that I forgot my Du- 
ty, _ withal to tell you how much I ho- 
nour and reſpect him: The infinite Deſire 

T have to continue in his Remembrance, 
hath almoſt put me upon an Indiſeretion; 
for without conſidering the Motives Which 


might diſſwade me, there wanted but lit- 
tle that J had written 7 5 and had-1 Te- 


ſolvd to bs as a 
My Lord, | th warts 
I ene not den weithine't to: were 
it only out of a Humour of ve ny 


Letter from Centa. After I had Gives 
the Palaces of the Kings of Granada, —— ä 
the Habitation of the Aborcerrages;/ Twas 
likewiſe deſirous to ſee the Country of No- 
domont and Agramant, and be acquainted 
with the Soil that * all thoſe 2 25 
Men: : 


* fee al e ae Nees L. Mori, + (i ia 
D A Africa il Mar en Francis avcquer tents. 


I believe this Rgisning Madam, Wart 
have made his Mouth water for the reſt, 
which I would have continu d Nis this 
Manner. I t 
It your Thckaadhri'a are not chap] d, 1 
am confident, my Lord, you will not cen- 
ſure this Curioſity; and that amongſt the 
Felicities that ſurrounds you, there are cer. 
tain 


K —— ee — 
— * * 7 


— 


— 
. — — 
ä 
8 


— — — — ꝓ — 
RR TY — — 


—— — 


—— 


=> — 
—— — — — — —— [X23 


—— ons? — -- 


— — ——_—_ — — 


- — 


DO 


126 Monſieur VOITURE's Letters. 
tain Moments when you envy the Condi- 
tion of a poor wretched Exile. If I can 
get a Paſs, as I hope I ſhiall, from Tetuan, 
and that the Alarbes, who rove about the 
Country, do not hinder my Deſign, I ſhall 
have the Satisfaction, in ſome Days, to ſee 
a whole City full of Turbants, a People 
that ſwear by no other Name than Alba, and 
African Ladies, who have nothing barba- 
rous about them, but the Name; and altho' 
they are burnt by the Sun, are yet fairer, | 
and caſt a greater Brightneſs than he. This 
Country, my Lord, where Women are not 
Fools, neither cold nor cruel; they are all 
amorous, full of Fire and Spirit, and which 
ſame; will never think a Farthing the 
worſe, that they never go to Confeſſion. 
By the Pleaſure I take in ſeeing all theſe 
Thing, my Lord; you may very eaſily 
gueſs, that it is not always Fortune that 
makes Men happy; and that there is not 
any ſo bad, wherein there may not be good 
Occaſions, if a Man can but happen ON 
them. While you are taken up with your 
good Fortune, and are troubled to make 
your Advantages of it, and to employ it 
well, IL enjoy Leiſure and Liberty: where- 
in my Misfortune leaves me. Methinks 
now I am depriv d of France, I am in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of all the World beſides; and that 
IT ought no more to quarrel at the Deſtiny 
which fore d me thence, than People, 1185 
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bledwith the Lethargy; ſhould with Ne 


that ſtrike and pinch them, that 

might awake. Iniſfead.of ſpending m TR 
amongſt ten or twelve. Perſons, in five or 
ſix Streets, in two or three Houſes, I chat 
place now every . J ſee Kor 
Deſürts, Pre Flowers, and Fruit 
which 1 1 VIE hin had: heard nam Us different 
Nations; Rivers, and Seas I was not ac- 
quainted with. Every Day 1 change Ci- 
ties, every Week Kingdoms; I cls in a 
Moment gut of Europe into Afi. ick, and I 
could with more Eaſe find out the Source 
of Nile, than I cquld ha done ſme Time 
ago that of Ning "I": this Condition, my 
Lord, admits not the Enjoyment you, find 
in the Converſation of the only moſt ad- 
mird Perſon the Earth affords, I, at leaſt, 
want theſe Hours of Diſtraction and Melan- 
choly, which poiſon even the Soul, and can 
in an Hour at leaſt, break the ſtrongeſt 
Heart in the World. In this State of Inno- 
cence wherein I live, I ſolicit Heaven eve- 
ry Day to preſerve you from it, and that it 
would long continue in your P 7 the 
pureſt Generoſity of our Age, and ſo ma- 
ny other excellent Qualities it has beſtow d 
on you. If after this, I may advance any 
particular Wiſhes for myſelf, it is, That 
after ſo many Wanderings, I might have 
the Honour to entertain you therewith, 
and, aſſure you, my Lord, that I-reſent, as I 
TO ought, 
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But, Madam, of a Man which ſhow 
have written Love-Letters to you, methinks 
I introduce many Things which could not 
have been admitted #5 Lou ſee what 
it is to be vers d in it, and to have kept me 
ſo long in Sufpence; if you had given me 
Leave at the Beginning to have ſent you 
of that Kind, I could at this preſent have 
written excellent ones, and ſhould not end 


my 1 M fo 1 as I do, by 16108 
"Torr moſt. bundle Servant, 
| _ Vaitare, th African 


n 


Te. the fame ; 3 with 3 Lions 
made with red . ax. 
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LET TEA XII. 


ie a6 626 FEA Go 
THis Lion; 4 his 76 2 Family ** 
TL ſome: of his Friends, having been 
fore d, for ſome Reaſons of State, to de- 
| pk Lybia, I could not think of any Place, 
eh might retire with more Safety, or 
more 
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more Honour, than near you; and he is 
ſomething happy in his Misfortunes, if 
they procure him the Acquaintance of fo 
excellent a Perfon. He is deſcended, in a 
right Line, from an illuſtrious Lion, that 
about three or four hundred Years ſince 
reign d in the Mountain Caucaſus, from 
one of whoſe Grand- children, it 1s affirm'd 
here, came your great Grand-Father, who 
was the firſt of all the Lions of Africa that 
came into Europe. The Honour he finds in 
being a Relation to you, puts me in Hopes 
you'll entertain him with mote Mildneſs 
and Compaſhon than you are wont to have; 
and heheve yon will think it no Manner 
of Diſparagement to be a Sanctuary to 
perſecuted Lions. This will extreamly 
add to your Reputation through all Bar- 
bary, where you are already efteem'd be- 
yond any Thing on this Side the Seas; 
where not a Day paffes but I hear of ſome 
of your celebrated Actions. If you can 
help them, by any pretty Invention, to dif- 
guiſe themſelves under ,a human Shape, 
you will do them a tranſcendent Favour ; 
or by that Means they might do much 
more Miſchief with more Impunity. But 
if this be the Secret you will never commu- 
nicate, you may yet ſufficiently oblige 
them, by affording them Refuge, and the 
Aſſiſtance of your Advice. I aſſure you, 
Madam, they are accounted the ys 

an 
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and. moſt ſavage of all the Country, which 
1 canceive, you will be extreamly pleas'd 
with. There are, amongſt the reſt, ſome 
Whelps, who, by Reaſon of their Age, can 
only kill Children, and worry Lambs; 
but in Time, I am apt to think they, will 
prove good ones, and arrive to the Virtue 
and Courage of their Fore- Fathers. At 
leaſt, I am confident they will find no. 
thing about you that ſhall make them de- 
generate, or abate their Courage; and that 
2 be as well brought up, as if they 
had taken. up their Lodgings in the ſhady 
Foreſts of Africa. In this Hope and Con- 
fidence, that you cannot let them want 
any Thing which your Generoſity might 
ob ge yon to do for them, I do now give 
you Thanks for the good Entertainment 
ou ſhall afford them, and aſſure you, that 
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G J left Madrid, T have travell'd, be- 
fore I came. hither, two hundred and 
fifty Spaniſh Leagues, which are little lefs 
than five hundred French: This is pretty 

ood Diſpatch for a Man, whoſe Legs were 
10 ſtiff, and who usd to be told he could 
not walk. I thought all my Pains well 
ſpent, when, at my coming to this Place, 
I found the Letters you were pleas d to 
ſend me, dated the third Day of July. And 
tho at Sevil T met with the whole Unla- 
ding of the Spaniſh Flota, and was ſhew'd 
ſix Millions of Gold in one ſingle Room; 
yet, I may ſay, I have ſeen no Treafures 
fo ent as thoſe you ſent me. You may 
eaſily ang the Satisfaction it gave me, 
to receive ſo many Teſtimonies of Friend- 
ſhip and Affection from all the amiable 
Perſons in the World. And this Joy would 
have been too great, to have been ſupport- 
ed by a Man who is ſo little accuſtom d to 
it, if it had not been mitigated" by the 
News you ſend me of your Indiſpoſition. 

Never 
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Never till now could the Cholick conquer 
my Patience but it has now found a Way 
to do it, by taking me there; and the | 
Pain touches me in my tendereſt Part, 
when it attacks you. It gives me great 
Affliction to lee that my Soul is divided in 
two Bodies ſo weak as yours and mine; 
and that I muſt generally expect to be ſick, 
either with your Illneſs or my on. In 
ſhort, Madam, I find I muft look out for 
 Remedies-.more effectual than the Ejade : 

We fhall be forc'd at laſt to ſubmit to the 
Preſcriptions of the Doctors; and tis bet- 
ter to loſe one Virtue than two. Charity, 
which is the principal of all Virtues, obli- 
ges us to have Compaſſion upon ourſelves; 
and fince Sickneſs and Diſtempers are the 
Tffects of Sin, and the Curſes it brings 

n us, we ought to do all we are able, to 
eſcape them, and preſerve our Health. 
You are even more concern'd than me, to 
take this Advice; for I am at preſent in a 
better State of Health than ordinary; and 

the Trouble and Fatigue of the Journey, 
have deliver d me, for ſome Time at leaſt, 
from all nee of Illneſs. If you'll 
follow. the ſame Regimen, III expect you 
in England, and conduct you all about, ac- 
cording to the Cuſtom of the Kingdom of 
Logres, J parted from Madrid, contrary 
to every Bodys Advice, with the little 
Prudence you know the Philoſophers of 


your 
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your Hy/pand's Sect have in every thing 
that regards Pleaſure; and in a Seaſo 
when the 3 hardly dare peep out of | 
their Houſes, I undertook. to travel over 


the greateſt Part of Spain, and to paſs the 
Month of Auguit in the very hotteſt Part 
of all Europe: Yet, thank God, I have 
effected it; and now I am in Portugal, I 
laugh at thoſe who told me I ſhould cer- 
tainly die in Andaluſia. Without lying, 
Madam, tis no ſmall Glory to you, to 
have been able to kindle a Flame in the 
Heart of fo cold a Man as I am: The Sun, 
which parches up the Earth, and burns 
the Rocks, has had: much ado even to 
warm me; and all the Inconveniency I 
have met with in this Voyage, is lying a 
little uncoverd one Night. Three Men 
that ſet out with me, were forc'd to be left 
behind. But neither the Heat, nor Weart- 
neſs, nor the Fatigne there is m travelling 
in this Country, have been able to wi 
me; and tho'T have met with a m 
ny Beds worſe furniſh'd than thoſe of Vil- 
leroy, and ſeveral Chambers more incon- 
venient than thoſe of Panfou; nay, tho J 
have hardly had a Wink of Sleep for theſe 
three Months, which is worſt of all; yet, 
I am arriv'd here more ſound and luſty 
than ever I was. No longer imagine then, 
that Tm the weak Creature you were for- 
merly acquainted with; Im quite 1 
5 | N 3 
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Man ; I am grown full ſix Fingers in this 
1 ; my Complection is exceſſively 

urnt, my Viſage longer than it us'd to 
be, my fore-Teeth are cloſer, my Eyes 
black, my Beard black; and, according 
to the Notion I have of the Baron de Ville. 
neuve, IJ am now more like him than Mon- 
ſieur de Seriſay. My Look, which was be. 
fore partly mild, and partly ſilly, is now 
quite another Thing; only my Eye-brows 
{till continue to be join'd, which! is the 
Sign of a very great Knave. I hope in 
three or four Days, to try whether I can 
endure the Hardſhips of the Sea, as well 
as I can the other; and when an Engliſh 
Ship, which has already got two Thirds of 
its Lading, has got it all, we {hall be gone, 
God willing, with the firſt Wind. It muſt 
be confeſs d, Madam, my Fortune has 
ſomething in it very whimſical ; I, who 
formerly could hardly endure to ſtir out of 
Town, tho' in the beſt Company upon 
Earth; have now been farther than Her- 
cules, and paſsd his Pillars a Month ago; 
and whereas I could not bear the leaſt Wind 
in Madam de Rambouillet's Chamber, I am 
now going to brave two and thirty Winds, 
in the midſt of the Ocean and of Winter. 
Yet, even this is not the greateſt Danger 
I muſt go thro'; thirty Barbary Ships, which 
coaſt it hereabouts, ſtrike more Terror into 
thoſe that ſet Sail from hence, than a 
| - Tempeſt 
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Tempeſt it {elf would, I'd very fain 
know if e'er a Conjurer of em all could 
have told him two Years ago, if he had 
ſeen me in St. Dennzs's Street, with my 
ſtarch d Band on, that I ſhonld in a ſhort 
Time run the Riſque of rowing in the 
Gallies of Algier, or being devour'd by the 
Filhes of the Atalantic Ocean. But in caſe 
it is decreed I muſt be taken Priſoner by 
= Pyrates, I with, at leaſt, I may fall into 
the Hands of that famous Corſair I have 
formerly heard Mademoiſelle de Rambouillet 
ſpeak of, and whoſe very Name gives me 
an Inclination for him. If Mademoiſelle 
de Rambouillet can gueſs it at four Times, 
and afterwards name it without laughing, 
III give her a little Comb, which was pre- 
ſented to me Yeſterday, and was made for 
the Queen of Chia. However, I have 
no great need to trouble my ſelt about 
paying a en, or purchaſing my Free- 
dom; for the Captain cf the Ship has af 
ſur'd me, that if it comes to that, hell 
blow it up. A topping Expedient this! 
One had as good embark with an Anabap- 
tiſt. But, which is moſt remarkable, and 
falls out very comically, and upon my 
Honeſty, I don't tell a Word of a Lie, 
the Ship I go in, has nothing in it but me 
and eight hundred Hogſheads of Sugar; fo 
that if I come ſafe to Port, I ſhall be pre- 
ſerv'd; and if I happen to be ſhipwreck'd, 
Vol. I. H I am 
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J am ſure I ſhall die in ſweet Water, I'II 
leave you to judge if twas poſſible to have 
lit upon a Veflel more fit for me. After 

this, tis impoſſible my Voyage ſhould 


prove unhappy. I wiſh the Zephyrs may 


be favourable to me, and before this Letter 
comes to France, I may be in England. 1 
humbly beg you, Madam, to do me the 
Favour to tell the firſt of the two Ladies 
1 have juſt mention d, that tho' I change 
Place ſo often, yet ſhe is ſure to keep that 
which ſhe always had in my Memory. 
Every Ohject that offers it ſelf to my Sight, 
puts me in Mind of her, and every Time 
I ſee a magnificent Building, an agreeable 
Proſpect, a noble City, or any other curi- 
ous Work, either of Art or Nature, I wiſh 
for her, and long to know what- Judgment 
ſhe would make of it. That which ſhe has 
lately given in my Favcur, makes me better 
pleas d with my ſelf, than eve was in my 
Life before; and the Prize ſhe has given me, 
coming from ſo good Hands, makes me 
think it invaluable. Nothing could have 
happen d ſo much to my Advantage, as the 
receiving this Honour from one who is ſo 
good a judge; and of whom it may be 
qzuſtly ſaid, that no Lady ever underſtood 
Gallantry ſo much, and Gallants ſo little. 
1 could only wiſh, that in doing me this 
Favour, I had been inform'd of it in other 
Terms than thatſhe gave, el preciode mas galan 


al 
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al Re Chiguitto. I think it had heen enough 

to have ſaid, Chico; but in the Style of 
the Lady who wrote it, I wonder ſhe did 
not even ſay. Chiquittico. Yet this might 
be done with a good Peſign; and the Glo- 
ry Ireceiv d, was ſo great, that it was not 
improper to put me in Mind ef my Lit- 
tleneſs. I do what I can to defend her 
Goodneſs; for I own it would now be In- 
gratitude to complain of her, when ſhe 
has done me ſo much Honour as to write 
to me. At the very Time that ſne up- 
braids me with my Littleneſs, ſne ſets ane 

above all the World, and with a: Sheet ef 
Paper makes me the greateſt Man in Francs. 
That which I have receivd from her, is ſo 
excellent, and ſo full of Politeneſs, that 
after it, I can't tell whether I ſhall either 
have Time or Aſſiirance enough ever to 
write to her. I am never fo proud, as 
when ] receive a Letter from her; and ne- 
ver ſo humble, as when Igo about to an- 
{wer it, and conſider hoẽ much my Wit is 
inferior to hers. I would willingly ſay 
ſomething, Madam, of that Lady, ho 


will be always prais d, but never ſo much 


as ſhe deſerves; and I could win there 
were Words as fine and good las ſne herſelf 
is, that I might ſpeak of her as -I would 
do: But no Language in the World can do 
it; and Thought itſelf, with its utmoſt 
Force, can but juſt arrive at Strength 

FIG] H 2 enough 
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enough to conceive ſomething worthy of 
Her. I thank Madam de Clermont for my 
mot having been kill d by the extreme Heats 
of Andaluſia, .and for having had fair Wea- 
ther both Times I croſsd the Streights. I 
deg her to continue her Favours to me, and 
to believe I can never forget ſuch ſolid Ob- 
Aigations. In my Paſſage from hence to 
England, I ſhall be thoroughly inform d 
how far the Affection ſhe honours me with, 
does extend. They ſay there are People in 
Lapland that ſell Wind, but I believe ſhe 
©an give it if ſhe pleaſes; and if it is not 
always in my Poop in this Voyage, I ſhall 
call her to an Account about it. With her 
Permithon, I humbly kiſs Mrs. Atalanta's 
Hands; and tho her Inconſtancy is one of 
the chief Things I prais d in her, I muſt 
beſeech her to let me have none on't. 1 
give her and her Siſter a thouſand Thanks 
for the Honour they are pleas d to do me, 
in remembring me. But, Madam, here's 
the fifth Page I have writ, without writing 
a Word to you; and when you read ſo ma- 
ny Things ſpoken of others, without ſpeak- 
ing to you, I think you might be aſk, 
Nn dont yon eat a Bit of the Cake your ſelf? 
You know tis not my Fault, but yours. 
If you will eat, *tis but ſaying the Word, 
and Til Grear ou ſhall have all, and every 
Body's Share ſhall be yours: Vet, for all 


this, I can't help telling you the Tranfſ} 
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ports of Joy it gave me to hear, that I am 


every Inch of me in the Heart of the Man 
vou know is ſo much according to mine. 


I know the Place is no Place of Eaſe; I 


don't believe theres a Spot of Ground in 
all Africa fo hot, or a Gulph in the Sea 
more toſs d about, than that; but all this 
don't hinder me from rejoycing infinitely at 
my being in it, and holding myſelf ex- 
treamly happy in having ſo great a Place 
in the beſt Heart in all France. But ſinge 
he has been pleas d to do me fo much Ho- 
nour, I humbly beg that, in order to make 
the Obligation compleat, he'll- give you 
leave to go into it too farther than any 
Body elſe, and make Room 1n it for at leaſt 
half your Body; for, upon my Word, Ma- 
dam, I can't be wholly any where, if you: 
an't with me. If he has ſtill the ſame In- 
clination to do Good, as he usd to have, 
I'm ſure hell readily grant me this Fa- 
vour, and be very glad to put us there to- 
gether in private. I ſtand very much in- 
need of ſuch an Opportunity, that I 
may, without heing heard by fo many 
People, to tell you what I feel for you, to 
what a el love and honour you, how 
inſupportable your Abſence is to me, how: 


delighted I am with thinking of you, and. 
with how. much Zeal Iam, _ 
1 5 Madam, 
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To Monfeur de. CHAUDEBONNE 1 


LETTER XII. 


" Dy. 


1 Thought I ſhovld never have got out of | 


I this Country, and my ill Fortune ſeem d 
to have blocked up the Mouth of the Ports 
of St. Lucas and Liſbon. I left Madrid u 

on Advice that an Engliſh Ship was to 150 

Sail from Sevil in ſix Weeks; Jo's” that I 


might not wait, but come thither juſt ar | 
the Time, I went round by the Way of | 


Gibraltar and Granada. Here fix more are 
paſt, and I don't believe *twill go this 
Month yet. Impatience of ſtaying ſo long 
in one Place, made me come f rom thence 
hither to Liſbon, only to ſee this Town, 
and with an Intent to go back thither a- 
gain. "Anil the I was inform'd there was 
no Shi here; yet Treſolv'd to travel above 
e hundred and fifty Miles, and paſs the 
Sierra Morena twiee, only for Diverſion. 
But as good Lack would have! it, whilſt I 
was upon my Journey, there arriv'd an 
Engliſb Ship, in which, God willing, I in- 
n t6 embark. I have waited three Weeks 
already, 


et 
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already, and in two. Days more tis to 
be quite laden, and then twill hoiſt Sail 
18 with the firſt fair Wind. Fortune drives 
me about very whimſically; ſhe made me 
travel thro' Spain in Auguſi, and now. ſhe'll 
make me go 'thro' a Sea- Voyage in Novem- 
ber. The Veſſel carries five and twenty 
Guns, 1s very ſtout, and well arm d; I be- 
lieve we ſhall ſtand in need of its Stoutneſs, 
for there are a great many Turks about the 
Coaſt, and in this. Seaſon I don't think I 
ſhall be fo unhappy. as not to meet with 
ſome Tempeſt, of which. I may one Day 
give you a Deſcription: This Ship is cer- 
tainly better than I could have expected. 
The Voyage is much eaſier from hence, than 
from Sevil, and 'F would not, for a good 
deal, have ſtay'd there, and not have come 
to ſee Portugal. I'll aſſure you, Sir, Don 
Manuel and Signora Oforia have a fine Eſtate 
here; and if they might come to it, they 
would live more comfortably than they do 
at Bruſſels. Liſbon is, in my Opinion, one 
of the fineſt Cities in the, World, and is as 
well worth ſeeing. It conſiſts . of three 
Hills, all coverd' with Houſes and Gar- 
dens, which admire themſelves in a River 
three Leagues broad; and the City, which 
appears in the Tagus, is no leſs beautiful 
than that which ſtands on the Banks of it; 
et I can't help being uneaſy in it, for I 
ave not receiv'd one Letter ſince I have 
FI... H 4 been 
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been. here, and I know nothing of what 


paſſes in the World. They have hardly 
any Notion of any other France, than 'New 


France. Moſt of the People I ſee here, are 


People of t'other World; and they have 


oftener News” from Cape-Vert and Braſil, 


than from Par is or Flanders. So that tho it 
ought to be ſome Satisfaction to me to be 


in the Mar malad- Country, and to have a 


Miſtreſs who is ſweeter even than that, yet 
all this don t touch me; and I pray as much 
to be out on't, as if I were in Greenland. 
What ſtrange Things, Sir, Spamſb Adven- 
tures are! I have been as chaſte here, as 
a Lady whom I believe you viſit every 
Evening; and yet, with all my Severity, 
IT ſhall one Day be able to ſhew you ſome 
Love-Letters written in the Spaniſh, Portn- 


gueſe, and Andaluſan Languages; and if a 


Mooriſh Dame, that lives by me, could write, 


might ſhew you {ome too in the uin -Lan- 


' guage; but I hope the Wind will ſhortly 


blow away all theſe Paſhons, and ſend me 
to a Place where I have ſome that are more 


ſolid and better founded. You, who have 


great Part of them, may imagine with 
how much Impatience I long for this Hap- 


- pineſs. This I can promiſe you, I ſhall 


never leave a Miſtreſs with ſo much Con- 
tent, as when 1 go to ſee you; and I who 
have defended myſelf all my Life-time 
from the Afflictions, the Languiſhings, and 


the 
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the Uneaſineſſes of Love, do at preſent. 
meet with them all in Friendſhip. I be- 
lieve, Sir, you'll believe, and eaſily be per- 
ſwaded, that a Man for whom you have 
done ſo many good Offices, and to whom: 
you have given ſuch excellent Inſtructions, 
cannot fail to be grateful; Conftancy and. 
Gratitude are the two Virtues you have: 
taught me, and I can never uſe them more- 
deſexuaitlyy than towards you; had I with: - 
the utmoſt Generoſity paid you double what 
I owe you, I ſhould not even then be quit, 
I muſt ſtill be indebted to you for that ve- 
ry Generoſity, ſince twas of you I learn d 
it. Neither indeed is it my Deſign to try 
to acquit myſelf towards a Perſon, to- 
whom L take ſo. much Pleaſure in being: 
obligd ; and beſides that my Reaſon and. 
Inclination give me to you, I am glad Lam: 
ablig d to be always. 
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O let you ſee that I think — Er- 
cuſe extremely good, TIl make Uſe of 


j e 

it myſelf; it will be much more neceſſary 
to me, than to you; and you need not wen- 
der at my alledging it in my Neceſſity, 
Hincè 1 have always leſs Wit, and at preſent 
leſs Time. You II eaſily believe this, when I 


fe you I had Notice to Day, that we ſhould 


ſer Sail in five Days; ſo that L am to buy a 
d, Elles, Bed-cloaths, © Hirtle Flock 
of Sheep, twenty black Cattle, fifty Hens, 
and a Coop to put them in; for the Captain 
nt _undertake to* feed the” Paſſengers. 
Beſides this, I muſt write to Sebi; to Ma- 
drid, to Flanders, to France, to my He- 
Friends, Tradefmen, and Miniſters of State, 
and to my She-Friends and Miſtreſſes; and, 
which 1s moſt troubleſome of all, I have 
Wery Day a Portugueſe Billet-donx to an- 
ſwer; and, to tell you the Truth, I can 
neither read nor underſtand it. I'll leave 
you to judge, if ever any Body had his 
Hands fo full of Buſineſs, and X tis ow 
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ble, I ſhonld ſend you a Letter worthiyours, = 
when I could not do it in all my Leiſure. 
It afforded me all the Conſolation you may 
imagine it would give to a Man of good 
Taſte and ſincere Friendſhip, and has, I 
think, had a wonderful Effect in me; for 
it kept me from being melancholy at not 
having heard from my Father and Friends 
in France. I wonder I had no Letters by 
the Poſt. Tho I tell you 1 ſnall be gone 
in five Days, yet I beg you would continue 
to write to me; for you know the Days 
in this Conntry are not four and twenty 
Hour Days ; the Spaniſh are hardly ſhorter 
than thoſe of Greenland. I with a Wham . 
to ſee this Country, would take hold af the 
Knight-Errant 3 for I don't. know .how-tÞ 
give him a more: magnificent Title; no 
Body has ſo good a Genius at inventing fint 
Names, as you have, and Lon you could 

not have had a better Subject to employ it 
upon. Beſides that the Ships of St. Liar are 
above fourſcore Leagues off, I dont think 
they Il ſet Sail this Fortnight at leaſt; then 
he might triumph over ſeveral Nationss 
and after having ſet ſo. many Caſtilian La. 

e dies on Fire, he might come and melt 

tome Portugueſe ones. Really, if I were ſo 

wiſe as to love no Body that was out of 

Sight, I could never have livd more hap- 

pily than I might have done there laſt 

three Months, remote from Hurry and 
5 Hs Buſineſs, 


VC 
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Buſineſs,and without hearing any News, but 
thoſe which from Time to Time you were 
pleaſed to ſend me. The true Way to. get 
Wealth and Gayety, is, to let the Body 
be haraſs d, and the Mind at Eaſe; and 
this is obtain'd by travelling: Things ge- 
nerally fall out croſs; and when we think 
to take our Eaſe, we commonly have moſt 
Buſineſs. The hardeſt Trot of a reſty 
Mule, the worſt Weather, and the deepeſt 
Roads, are not half ſo tormenting as an 
unlucky Affair. You may therefore be 
ure I am wonderfully pleas d with the De- 
ien you have form d of putting it out of 
the Power of Fortune to cheat you, and of 
quitting her as a dangerous Miſtreſs: Her 
Careſſes and Averſion are equally to be 
fear d; with either of them ſhe kills her 
Lovers; and thoſe who look upon her Fa- 
vours as real Goods, are much more de- 
ceivd than thoſe who tałe a Cat for a Pigeon. 
I I had not concluded with this Piece 
of Drollery, 1 ſhould have been too ſerious 
for a Man who is fo little us d to be ſo, and 
vo is in fo much Haſte. When you have 
a Mind to retire from the World, I'll go 
with you, and we'll go into ſome Place 
where we may call every Thing how we 
pleaſe : Like Adam we'll give new Names 
to Things; and when we run directly coun- 
ter to all the reſt of Mankind, and call that 
Good which they call Bad, we ſhall then 
| | agree 
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agree in the true Meaning. But "till that 


happens, and whilſt I remain in the World, 
I deſire you would, with the utmoſt Care, 
preſerve tor methe Friendſhip of the Gen- 
tlemen you name. There is not one of the 
Count de Maure's Recommendations, but 
what I prize at the Rate of a Million: 


If you knew the Wealth of the Flota, you 


would know the Value of what you have 
ſent me. If Count Stufe has had the ſame 
Luck with you, as he had with me, he has 
ruin d you by this Time; for I em no 
Match for him, he has won my very Soul. 

This Lofs you are concern d in, for tis Part 
of your own” proper Goods and Chattels, 
being oblig d to be entirely yours, and 
more than any Body, * oa 5H 2p 
Liſbon, Ofob. 15. 1633. Dur, &c. 
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To Monſieuſ tet. 
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1 Am not fully aſſur d who you are; butlam 
ſure the Letter I have receiv d can come 
from none but a very worthyGentlemanzand 


I may expect a very great Support in yo, 
| it 


\ 


158 Monſieur VorTURE Ss Letters. 
if what you tell me, be tme, namely, 


that you are better able to ſerve. me, than 
to write. If you are him I fancy you to 
be, this Happineſs could come 4 No- 
body who could make it more dear to me; 
and I am very glad to find ſo much Good- 
neſs in one in whom Thad before obſerv'd 


all other good Qualities. As in this you 
have done me more Honour than I could 


have expected, fo, Ill aſſure you, Sir, I 


acknowledge it with more Gratitude than 


u can imagine; and am no leſs generous 
in my Thoughts of that Favour, than ycu 
were in doing it. I believe you have a gcod 
Opinion enough of ne, to believe what Iſay; 
and as for your ſelf, who gain every Bo- 
dy's Heart, only by letting your ſelf be 
known, you cannot doubt your being loy'd 
by thoſe whom you ſo particularly oblige. 
But I may affirm, Sir, that among all the 
Reſpe& you have gain'd; none can be more 
ſincere than mine; and that T am, more 


| a 


than any- Body, . 9 FUE: ; 8 . 4 \ 


| Sir, 
Lisbon, October 22, 1633. a 5 
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To the Marqueſs of MONTAUSIER, 
who was afterwards kill'd inthe Val 
. teline. . 8 


LETTER. XLVI. 


1 Have read your Letter with all the Con- 
tent and Satisfaction with which one 

ought to read a Letter that comes from 
the moſt lazy and moſt deſerving Man in 
the World. There's hardly any thing I 
might not expect from your Friendſhip, 
ſince yon have brought your ſelf to take a 
little Pains for my Sake; and tis impoſſi- 
ble you ſhould give me a better Proof of 
what you tell me, than writing me Word 
of it. Yet it vexes me to think, that not- 
withſtanding all your Tenderneſs for me. 
there ſnould be one Occaſion, upon which 
you did mot care if I were hang d. Indeed, 
Sir, this is a Fault in the Affection you 
bear me; and 1 believe I may very well 
take it ill, without being thought at all 
over touchy. Tho for all this, I am up- 
on other Accounts in ſo much Danger of 
the Fate you mention, and I ſo earneſtly 
deſire you ſhould have what you 8 
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that if you were to have a Crown upon 
that Condition, I believe verily I ſhould 
conſent to be hang'd as ſoon as you could 
wiſh. I cculd more eaſily forgive Fortune 
for that Injuſtice, than for not granting 
you your Due, and refuſing you a Title 
ſhe has given Monſieur de Bellay. But ſince 
the Buſineſs does not depend upon this, 


and I may have a hundred Crowns of Mar- 


tyrdom, without getting you e er a Royal 
one, we muſt look out for it ſome other 
Way; and without loſing the Life of one 
of your Friends, you muſt owe this Ho- 
nour only to your ſelf. I promiſe you, in 
my Courſe thro ſo many different King- 
doms, you are always in my Thoughts, 
and J am continually endeavouring to 
hammer out ſome Project which you ma 
live to execute. Some Time ago I ſaw ſe- 
ven Kingdoms all at one Proſpect, of which 
four were in Africa, and I wiſh you had 
them; for Ithought twas a Pity you ſhould 
let them remain in the Hands of the 
Mors. But if you ſhould not care to live 
in Barbary, we have had Advice here, that 
the Iſland of Madera is juſt ready to revolt, 
and will throw itſelf into the Power of the 
firſt that will undertake to defend it againſt 
Spain. Pray do but imagine the leaſure 
it muſt. be, to have a Kingdom of Sugar; 
and how ſweetly we might live in it. Let 
the Charms and Engagements of Faris be 
1845 never 
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never ſo great, if I know you, they would 
ſe to withhold you upon ſuch an 
Occaſion ; it any thing could detain you, 
it would be only the Fatigue of the Voy- 
age, and the Trouble of rifing betimes: But 
Conquerors, Sir, mult not always ſleep 'till 
Noon. Crowns. are not acquird without 
Toil; even thoſe which are only of Law- 
rel- and Myrtle, are bought with Labour; 
and Glory 15reſolv'd her Lovers ſhall ſuffer 
for her. I muſt confeſs I was ſomething 
amaz d to find, that Fame gave me no 
News of. you, till you writ yourſelf; and 
I believe I am got farther than I thought 
it was poſſible to go, when I think that I 
am in a Country where they do not know 
vou. Don't let ſo juſt a Reputation as 
yours is, be limited to the Foot of the Pi- 
rengan Mountains, over which ſo many 
have palſsd;, come yourſelf to open its 
Paſſage, and if the Gazette don't ſay any 
thing of you, make Hiſtory it ſelf render 
you immortal. As for the Aﬀront | ſome 
People would make you believe I give you, 
in calling you by a Lady's Title, III af- 
ſure you, Sir, you had not the leaſt Rea- 
{on to be offended at it. I can prove-to 
you, that Amadis de Gaul put an End to 
his greateſt Adventnres, when he went by 
the Name of the Damſel of the Sea; and 
Amadis de Greece, when he was call'd the 
Damſel of the burning Sword, ſlew a great 
. Lyon, 
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Lyon, and deliverd King Magadar ; but 
this is one of the Artifices of a certain 
Lady, who having ſworn my Ruin, is 
vex d to ſee me under the Protection of the 
braveſt Man upon Earth. However, I 
dare {ay ſhe'll find it very hard to deprive 
me of yours; for I ſwear, Sir, and I ſay 

this more ſeriouſly than all the reft, I ſhall 
always endeavour by all Sorts of Mears 
and Ways, to deſerve the Honour of your 
Affection. "Tis my Opinion, that it would 
ſhew a Want of Wit, Generofity, and Vir- 
tue, not to have a perfect Love for a Man 
in whom all theſe Things are viſible to ſo 
high a Degree; and I, who have an extra- 
Nan Eſteem for all theſe Qualifications, 
wherever I meet with them, maſt particu- 
larly refpe& them in you, in whom they 
are Pin d to ſo many other Graces, and 
accompany d with ſo much good Nature. 
J therefore beg you to believe, that as I 
know you better than any Body, fo alſo 1 


beſt know how to honour you; and that 


whilſt I have any Thing Good in me, I 
can't fail to be, 7 * 


| Sir, 5 
Liſbon, Ofob. 22. 1633. Tour, &c. 
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To the Marquis of PISAN I. 


LETTER, XLVII. 


F in any Thing I eſteem the two Let- 
1 ters which you commended, tis for 
having procur d nie the Honour of one of 
yours; the Sight of which iconfirm'd me 
in the Judgment I had long before made 
of you, namely, that you might come to 
make your Siſter and me jealous, and de- 
prive us of the Glory of writing well, 
which, were it not for you, we might pre- 
tend to. But fince you have ſo many o- 
ther Ways of getting it, pray give us leave 
to have this one, and don't aim at ſo diſh- 
cult an Undertaking as imitating your Fa- 
ther in every Thing; who, not ſatisfy'd 
with the Reputation of being one of the 
braveſt Men in France, was reſolv'd to 


uy +3 „ os 4 


: gain that too of ſpeaking and writing bet- 
ter than every Body elſe, Tis true, Sir, 
you might hope to arrive at this, as well as 

him, if you had a Mind to it; but then it 

would coſt you a great deal of Trouble, 
and you would beſides loſe a charming Op- 
: portunity 
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ortunity of obliging us, and giving us an 
— — Proof of your Affection, by 
giving 5 for our Sakes your Pretenſions 
to a Praiſe which you might have ſo great 
aà Share of if you pleas d. There are others 
more ſolid and more worthy your Genius; 
aſpire to Them. Let if you think that there 
are none, tho never ſo inconſiderable, 
which a Man of Senſe ought to deſpife, 
and that tis the only Thing he ſhould not 
be liberal of, I own I have nothing: to 
urge againſt ſo juſt an Argument. I know 
your Siſter has ſo great a Love for you, 
that ſhe'll readily forgive yon the Wrong 
you may do her in this Point; and as for 
me, I ſhall willingly ſuffer myſelf to be 
vanquiſh'd, if you are to be my Conque- 
ror; for in lien of the Glory you will 
ſpoil me of, Iſhall have a Share in yours, 
and content myſelf with that of being, 


Sir, 


5 Liſbon, Oꝗob. 22. 1633. ok Tour, &c. 
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CHAIREIAEEITEE ALS INDE ISLES 


Jo Madamoiſelle DE R AM BOU- 
| +. JST. e 


LST «AS. 


„Is achouſand Pities you don't take 


I Pleaſure in doing Good eftener, ſince 
whenever you undertake it, none can do it 
with ſo obliging an Air. I receivd the 
late Compliment you made me, with all 
the Deference I ought; and you have not only 
alleviated my Misfortune, but have 9 — 
me in ſome Doubt whether I ſhall call it 
ſo: For ſince you have told me, that your 
Kindnefs for me ſhall laſt no longer than 
my Unhappineſs, you have almoſt” fore'd 
me to wiſh itanay never end. See, Madam, 


-how much my Fate is at your Diſpoſal; 


vou have, by the bare inſerting of three 


Words, ſo chang'd two Contraries, I mean 
your Preſence and your Abſence; (one of 
which is certainly the! greateſt Good, and 
the other the greateſt Il in the World) that 
J know not which is the Good, or which is 
the Ill, and conſequently which of them 
to chuſe. However, ſince J muſt ſuffer 
one Way or other, I had rather do it in 


your 
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your Preſence; and tho you are never ſo 
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cruel, yet, in my Opinion, you can ſhew 
it 5 Way ſo effeFually, as by refuſing to 
ſee me. I muſt confeſs, Madam, I fear 
you beyond what you can imagine, and 
more than any Thing in Nature; but 
without forfeiting the Reſpe& I owe you, 
I love you (if I may fo expreſs myſelf) 
much more than I fear you. Tho you 
frighten me a little ſometimes, yet T am 
nh pleas d to fee you in all your 
Shapes; nay, ſhould you be chang'd once 
a Week into a Dragon, I believe I ſhould 
fall in Love with your .Scales and Claws. 
By what AlterationsI have obſerv'd in you, 
I. believe this Metamorphoſis may one Day 
happen; and whereas you tell me, that 
three Days in a Month you are not to be 
conversd with, methinks that ſeems ſome 
Diſpaſition to ſuch a Change. I am of 
Monſieur de . Opinion, that you 
will come to ſome ſtrange End, and then 
we ſhall know what Judgment to paſs up- 
on you. In the mean Time, be what you 
wall, all the World muſt own you are. a 
moſt amiable Creature; and while you 
continue under your preſent Shape, as your 
whole Sex can ſhew nothing ſo divine and 
perfect, ſo no Man ſhall be with more Zeal 
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To Monſieur. GO U RD ON, at 
| Lend. 

LETTER M.. 

| SIR, a | a 
| Have had more Leiſure than I could 
have wiſhd, to ſend what you defir'd 
of me when J left you. The Winds are ſo 
far from carrying away my Promiſe, that 
they have preſented me with an Occaſion 
to keepit. They have kept me here alrea- 
dy this eight Days, which I ſhould have 
thought very long and tedious, had I not 
brought from London Imaginations that 
laſt longer than that. I aſſure you, that 
you are much concern d therein, and that 
the beſt J have had, have been wholly em- 
ployd on you, or thoſe Rarities that I 
have ſeen by your Means. Lou undoubted- 
a ly gueſs, that I ſpeak not of the Tower, 
u I nor. yet of the Lyons which you favourd 
ur me with the Sight of; in one ſingle Per- 
d I fon you have ſhewn me more Treaſures 
al than are there, and withal more Lyons and 
| more Leopards. It will be no hard Matter 


for you to gueſs, that I ſpeak: of the Coun- 
cc. i teſs of Carliſle; for there is not any one of 


To 


which 
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which may be ſaid ſo much Good, and ſo 
much III. How dangerous ſoever it may 
be to think of her, yet for all that, I have 
F not been able to forbear; and, to be plain 
1 reſentat ion which I have of her in my 
_ | Mind, for any Thing, tho it were the molt 
perfect that I have ſeen in the Univerſe 
She is, I muſt confeſs; a Perſon full of En- 
chantment, and there is not under the 
Heavens one that can command ſo much 
my Affection as ſhe, did ſhe but know what 
ĩt is, and carry about her the ſenſitive Soul, 
as well as the rational. But conſidering her 
Temper, we can ſay no more of her, than 
that ſhe is the moſt charming of all thoſe 
Things that are not good, and the moſt 
dlelightful Poiſon that ever Nature produc'd, 
I ſtand ſo much in Awe of her Wit, that it * 
has almoſt hinder d me from ſending you 
theſe Verſes; for I know ſhe can judge 7 
what is good, and what ill in any Thing; 
and that all the Geodneſs which ſhould 
have been in her Will, is diverted into her 
Judgment. Rut it matters not much if the 
- condemn them; I dare not wiſh them. bet- 
ter, ſince they were written before I had 
the Honour to be acquainted with her; and 
I ſhould be much troubled to have prais d 
or diſprais d any one to Perfection, for I re- 
ſerve that for her Pen. But for your Part, 
Sir, 1 will not trouble vou Wit _ 
$333 $4 ff ut 


* 


— 
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but thoſe that are allowable; and, on the 
other Side, I concewe you much in my 


Debt; ſo you ought to acknowledge your 
ſelfa little oblig a to me, that I ſend you 
paultry ones. — are, I can 
aſſure they are the Lever tran- 
ſcribd of my on — Hou knew 
— lazy I am groun you would 
edge my ready C nee; none 


. ſmalleſt Arguments of the Pbwer 


you have over _ ant Wow — 
1 deſire to be, 


Dorer, Dec. 4. | Sir, 
1633. 


en &c. 
CD Oe Oe] 
To Madam de RAMB OUILLET. 


LETTER * 


Mat DAM, 
HT: threatenin { our Letter be, 
I could not chuſe but admire its Beau- 
ty, and wonder how you could join the ob- 
ging and the terrible Stile with ſo much 
Artifde together. You make me think of the 
Gold and 8 we find on the Skins of our 
0 01. ö © Snakes; 


—— — Ü—ͤ wt deny fe ee er or ̃ —— —:——— 
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Stakes ;, yo do ast were enamel the ſhar- 
peſt Neflections, with the livelieſt Colours 
cannot forbear to be pleas d with thoſe very 
things which moſt affright me. Tou ſoon 


beste be as good! an Jaur Word, when 
=” youtoldmetthat you old no longer ſmile, 
ſthan Fortune round on me: In the ſame 


Minute ſne ſeems to have granted me a lit- 
tle Repoſe, you begin to diſquiet me, and 
Jhew me, that tho I have eſcap d the Dan- 
gers of the Seas and Pyrates, I am not yet 
in Safety, and that you are more dreadful 
than they. I could not have thought, Ma- 
dam, that for having declin d a Quarrel 
with your Dwarf, I thould have contracted 
one with yourſelf, nor that I ſhould be ob- 
lig d to anſwer a Challenge, becauſe. I did a 
. Compliment: If yon think 1 fail'd in 
that, you ought rather to call it Reſpc& 
and Fear, than Contempt; and believe, 
that the ſame Can who 3 
ſieur de A is Sword, made m 
Pen fall fromm land ? Ade he mi he 
have ſome Reaſon to complain, yet ou 
| bode jounbe his Par agkind- e 
FV„'n˖nl Tmax Tt 
ſay. you quarrel with ine op the leah Occa- 
975 i ih pow 
„ If you are, reſoly d to perſecute me, all 
the, Excuſes H can Rlledee, will ſignify. nc 
thing; and Tcan only wonder you t 7 
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much Pains to fut Pretence for it. It 
will be no; Advantage tome, to have come 
ſo far, thro ſo many Dangersz/I-thaH find 
Algiers where ever yon are; anil tho I am 

in Bruſſelt, yet I never was ſo near Captivi- i 

ty, or being ſhipwreck'd. However, dont f 

perſwade yourſelſ, Madam, that the Flames _ 
of thoſe Animals wherewith you threaten 

me, can make me afraid. I have long ſince 

learnt: to defend myſelf from thoſe Sorts of 

Miſchiefs; and whatever you can ſay, lam 

more apprehenſive of Death from your 
Eyes, than your Hands. Among all the 

Paſſages of your Letter, Which ſeems to me 
admirable in all its Parts, I take: particular 

Notice of what you ſay, how great a Plea- 

ſure it would have been to yo¹, if I had 
been taken by the Pyrates: I can't but at- 
tribute it to your extraordinary Goodneſs» 

that you could wiſh I had been two or three 
Years chain d to an Oar in the Turkifh Gal. 

lies, that ſo my Voyage might have been 

more diverſify d. Twas an ingenious Curi- 

oſity, to deſire to know how 1 could look 
after, and dreſs the Camels of Barbar y, and 

with what unſhaken Conſtancy I could bear 
Baſtinados! After the rate you talk, I 
ſuppoſe you would have been glad, if I had 

*; been empal'd for half an Hour, to have ſay. 

all tisfy d you how it felt, and What I:thonght; 

ait: But that which is yet mare: conſide- 

rable, theſe kind Wiſhes, you ſay, you bee 

b 1 beſto We 
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beſtow'd-upon me, after you had re- aſſumd 
thomdFurm:ob Woman; and/wwere fome- 


== Alvidalis. . if being em 


bark'd in the —— lei, and in 
the ſame —— -Fcould- forget thoſe Pe- 


rils which I ſuffer d, to::recount | thoſe he 
had gone throughꝰ and while: h lay under 
my dun Mistortunes, if I could amuſe my 
ſelf to write x Hiſtory of his? — 
ſtanding which I did not omit it in the midſt 
of my Troubles: I wmt above a hundred 
Sheets of his Hiſtory, and took a particu- 
lar Care of his Life, at a Time when PFean 
ear to you Thad none of my own. But 
dont thence, Madam, make an Eſtimate 
of the Care I tale to pleaſe my Friends. 
After I have render d you all the imagina- 
ble Services I can, thoſe Shadows can only 
ſnew yon the leaſt Part of the Paſſion I 
have for your Concerns: If you would 
know that, conſider it rather inthe Cauſe, 
than in the Effects. But your” Imagina- 
tion, how lively and wonderful ſbever 1 it 18, 
falls ſhort of Bar; ; and if there is any 
Thing in the whole World greater than 
vonr Soul, and which is beyond its Com 
prehenſion, it is the Reſpect, g 
— has bred in mine. Bei 
_ ſenſible to 3 the — 


tions 


: 
1 
3 
—— 


tions I owe to other excellent 


ſometimes left your Part, to take his But 


thing afreſhan my Heart; andimee I have 
receivd it, pardon me, if you pleaſe, that 
I have eſteemd him for ſome Moments a- 


+ 


privy to it; altho it is none of thoſe I take 
the moſt! Pleaſure in receiving, and it has 


 Tihould be aſham id to do to any other, and 
kim of it, he knows not what you mean; 


erer to forget to do a good Action, 


Houfidur NV oTTUR zr Lecerrr. 173 


teoeiv d at 


the Inclination and Reſpect i havealways.. 


had for the Merits of the Perſon who writ 


it, and you may remember in the Lime of 


the Civil Wars between you two, I have 


bove any other Perſon in the World. But 
that you may not think, Madam, that it 
1s you who have procur d me all the Fa- 
vours 1 receive from him, I aſſure you, that 

nother Occaſion very lately he has done 
me a-Piece-of Service, without your being 


given me a new Subject of reflecting on 
my ill Fortune, yet I eſteem it a great 
Honour to owe Obligations to him, which 


Tam glad to receive any Marks of his Ge- 
neroſity. Hell ſwear, when you ſpeak to 


and methinks I now ſee him telling you 
fo; but you know his Humour and Tem- 


T2 and 
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and never to remember it when it is done. 
Since the Honons of your Eſteem! for me, 
has been the firſt Motive to eſtabliſi me in 
- his Favour,: I humbly Vlbeg, Madam, your 
Alſiſtanee to return — thoſe Thanks! 
owe him, and that Way to pay him at 
leaſt as far 25 can at preſent. I a thou- 
ſand times kiſs the Feet af that incom- 
Parable Perſon, who was pleas d to write 
with her bun Hand the Super feription of 
the Letter you ſent me, ande with four er 
- five Words render that Preſent ineſtime- 
ble, which was extraordinary precious be- 
fore. Von have 2 great deal of Reaſon to 
call her the moſt charming and agreeable 
Perſon in the World; who can reheve the 


Diſtreſs dat ſuch à Diſtance; 1 wWifhrthat 


2: e, who ſo well knows how to manage it, 
may one Day have all the Happineſs due to 
ſo much Goodneſs, Beauty, and Virtue to- 
gether, tho I know this Wiſh-is very ex- 
ꝛtenſive. Igchear, that the Lady, which [ 
vus d to call the Morning -Star, 287 become 
greater and more admirable than euer, and 
that it at the fame Time enli htens and 
burns all Hance. Although its Beams 
ſcarce reacli the dark Shades where we 
live, yet its Reputation does; and, as far 
- as; I:camunderſtanth-the Sun is not'ſ bright 
„as itz am glail the Intelligence that uni. 
_ mites/ir; Its uſt nothing ef its Forte and 
1 bud hae there r nothing but = 
u 


to it above theſe two Years., 1 not be 4 
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Soul of 1 de e that can 
make us doubt whether her Beauty is not 
the moſt perfect Thing in the World. . The 
Manner, as J have, Terg in eng df yer 
Letters, ſhe.condoles me in, appears admi- 
rably fine; indeed ſo many Craſſes I have 
met with, ought to ſtir u up ty in her; in 
her, I ſay, who is ſo well acquainted with 
my Weakneſs, and who knows that 1195 
my Cradle L have W bare Tos 

poſe: It has been diſt Gard d at the 

of your Letter add} to, King Cb AR 
In the Hell of Anaſtaras, I een 
and there 1 wander d DEER, 19 15 
Pays, withont ſeeing © ot: of Thin 
Lam very ſorry for it Nl ed 

any Thing in the M IG to have he 255 
of: the King of. Georgia; 31 have 2 Mir 


# 


lieve that you have got that hi _ 
faikd of; The Combs which. 1 : 


m of, 5 8 are RR 155 EPR 
Sw. muſt fi 0 ns he | 375 
Pyrate, O it Withon 
he 


that conſi reateſt Diff 8 1 9 85 


you pretend, %y much gueſſing, i 

1 Jou pleaſe, 7 'S DE 
fas 'L 7 | TID Jonges. 
ö pt 8 how ? Ms: 
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| 1 Am apt to believe, when you writ me 

1 che Letter you were pleas d to honour 
me with, that you thought the Eſteem 
have always had for you, has aequir d you 
ſome Reputation in the World: That on 
all Occaſions I had given you infinite Teſti- 
monies of the Honour of my Friendſhip, 
and had for that Reaſon lent you two-thou- 
And Crowns on an extraordinary Occaſion ; 
and that at ſuch a Time, when all your 
Credit fail'd you-elewhere at ſuch a Jun- 
cture too, that otherwiſe your Reputation 
muſt have for ever ſunk. At leaſt, aſter 
the Rate you return your Thanks, and 
ſpeak: of yourſelf and me, I have Reaſon 
to believe, that in a Dream you have mi- 
the one ſor the other, and put your- 
e Place. Otherwiſe, my Lord, 
: not write after that Manner 
do, - unleſs 


aps you are of Opi 
no greater Good in t 
it to others, and think 
who give you an Oppor- 


SS wE as VFTY "Ss YP a ; . 


we can pay them, and to whom, i we: 
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tunity ol obliging them, and imagine you 
receive be Hellen vou gien Certainly, 
if it be ſo, there is no Man in the World 
to hom you Are mor dblig d tan to me; 
and I deſerve all the Thanks you give me, 
ſince I have See qaope Occaſions than 
any one elſe of exerciſing your Generoſity, 
and doing Actions of Goodneſs, which, 

without doubt, are worth mbre than all 
the Good you have done meg or all that 
you have remaining. Among the great 
umber of thoſe I have receivd from you, 
and among ſo many Favours you have been 
pleas d to beſtow upon me, E aſſure you; 
my Lord, there are none I eſteem ſo much 
as the Letter you have done me the Ho- 
nour to write to me; and if g io! mas. 
ny Things which affected me with Joy; 
there is any one Thing that did ſo above 
the reſt, I muſt needs beg your leave to 
tell you it is that where you mention the 
two Perſons who deſerve all the Reſpect 


compare them not one to the other, ther 
is nothing under the whole Heaven they 
can be eompard to. When I think that 1 
am in their Memory, for that Mome 
Pains ceaſe; and'whenſoever I repreſentus 
3 2 the Image of either theunne or the - 
her, the very Face of my Fortuadiſcems : 
to be ehang d, anch chat Imagmaried? chicey/ 
from my 6 
5 es 


1a 
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ſes it, 'andifills; itweith;; Light» Butt that 
which'is till A greater Happineſs; is, tho 
Jam“ ſo far from Ever having deſerwyd the 
Honour of the Favour, yet E flatter nry- 
ſelf that L have ſome: Share iii it, ang- 1 
am fo; happy as to believe hat Tou tell 
ie concerning it. Tknow one, my Lend, 
Who would not be ſoeaſy to be pexſaded, 
3F: he. were in my Place, and Who, after 
% ears Separation, could not live an- {9 
— — nor with; ſo great Aſſu- 
In the —— that Be- 


liefe g gives me, be pleas dito: 8 Uri I am 
much ode lamented;: and. i Are 


not mahy whom the World; a= 
that are not ſo much as I Without this, 1 
a 


could? not defend imyſelffrom; the; gener 
Sorrow which is here bn all Sides, nor xeſiſt 
the Melancholy of Monſieur de , 
whom: T am forged every Day to contenu 
with; -andeawhor is in Truth much, above 
what id commonly imagind of him Be- 
fides ther Fancy the has taken te let his 
Bart! grow; which already reaches down 
10 his Middle, he affe&s 2 Tane moxe ſe: 
5 Lere than:eer, and which comes very near 
de Sound bf 4folphus's-Horn.t Unleſs he 
vere to treat ef the Immortality of t — 
Scul : orf the fupreme Good,.' apt) the 
moſt important: Quieſtions fi. mora] Philo: 
 fophy; he could not hawI Joufler. f De- 
moci3tus ſhould. ee though he Was N 
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a — never 
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bear with him, 1 add N 

F laughing; he NEE taken 1 5 reform 

— Doctrine of Zeno, as e 18 g0- 
[ ing about to inake the Hicks turn Capuchrrs,, 
j So that, my Lord, 55 dont lines Jn Ad- 
I, vantage to that, le, e N Ernor 
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In og peers preſent Condition, it is * a Pe oy 
for you to conquer me ch Mag the 

to webe me þ rce; 132 rao have 
but: {mall je ak at- 

g. Man who vg den to 
Fa and to whom Fortune has given 
lows, that the leaſt may be ſut- 
Chae to cruſn him down. Amidft the 
Darkneſs in which ſhe hath placd us, we 
can have no Defence; but here all onr Art 
and our Skill in Parrying, are uſeleſs, The 
Gaſe perhaps might be otherwiſe, if you 
had ſet b before-my Eyes the Sun of which 
you make mention; and as dejected as you 


ſee me now, I ſheuld grow daring "Light 
to enter the Lifts againſt you if the Light 
of that were divided between us equa] 
is more to have that alone on your $1 * 
than all the reſt of Heaven. The Beauties 
which ſparkle in all that you do, are only 
deriy'd from hers, and it is the Ipfluence. 
of her Rays on ac u, which produces — * 
many Flowers. g can N appear 
more lively, 2 che Which you ſcatter 
on every Thing that comes from you. 1 
ve ſeen them upon the Ocean'sextreameſt 
es, and in aces where Nature cannot 
== a not one Blade of Graſs, 1 
4 receivd Noſegays of them, which 
de me meet in Deſarts with the choiceſt 
Be of Greece, and of fruitful g. . 
Aud tho they had been carry d four hun- 
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nor of Time, had in the leaft diminiſid 
their Luſtre: They are indeed imtnortal, 
and cannot decay, aud ſo vaſtly difftrent 
from all terxeſtrial Productions, that it is 
with a great deal of Juſtice that you have 
offer d them up to Heaven; for Altars a- 
lone are worthy of them. Believe me, 
Sir, in what Tam ſaying, I ſpeak but my 
real Sentiments; When my Curiofity, 'as 
you ſay, had oblig d me to paſs the Bounds 
of the ancient World, to find out rare and 
unden Objects, your Works were the 
wonderfulleſt Things that I ſaw, and Afri- 
ca could thew me nothing more new, nor 
any more extraordinary Sight. Readi 
them under the Shade of its Palms, Iwiſh 
you crown d with them all; and at the ve- 
ry Time that I ſaw I had gone beyond Her- 
cules,” I found I came fhort of you!! All 
this, which was capable of producing En- 
Win any other Man's Soul, filtd mine 
with ſo much Eſteem and Alfection that 
you then took the Place there, which you 
are now / defiring, and perfectly find 
what you tank you are ſtil} to begin. Af. 
tex the Knowle pe which I have had of 
you, how can 1 form ſuch an Image of you, 
as you are willing to give me? How can 1 
fancy you to be that little Creature you | 
ſay you are? How could I comprehend 
that Heaven could place ſuch mig hey Things 
525 | ; 4 
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n my preſent Condition, it is more repu- 
eh fr you 8 ner me th Way, than 


to gyemame me hy Force: Tou —— 2 
but fins] Slay by at- 
g.3: Man who 4 5 eg to 


Par and to hom Fortune has given 
. lows, that the leaſt may be ſut- 
Sent 2 to cruſn him down. Amidft the 
Darkneſs in which ſhe hath placd us, we 
can have no Defence; but here all onr Art 
= gur Skill in Parrying, are uſeleſs. The 
Caſe perhaps might be otherwiſe, if you 
had ſet beſore my Eyes the Sun of which 
you make mention; and as dejected as — 
ee me now, I ſhould grow . 15 
to enter the Lifts 17 e L 
of that were divided 5 us — 
Tis more to have that alone on your $i e, 
chan all the reſt of Heaven. The Beauties 
whach ſparkle in all thay you do, are only 
deriy'd from hers, and it is the Influence 
her Raye on you, dich produces: ſo 
many Flowers. Nothing can ever appear 
more lively, than thoſe which you ſcatter 
on every Thing that comes from you. 1 
ve ſeen them upon the Oceans exteameſt 
— and in Places where e 
roduce, no, not one Blade of Graſs, 1 
'e, receiyd Noſegays of them, which 
made me meet in Deſarta with the choice 
Delicac cies-of Greece, aud of fruitful Italy: 2 
* they had been carry d four hun- _ 


dred Leagues, neither 9 * of Way, 
nor of ime, had in the lea cminim'd 
their Luſtre. They are indeed imtmortal, 
and cannot decay, and-fo vaſtly different | 
from all terxeſtrial Productions, chat it is 
with a great deal of Juſtice that you have 
offer d them up to Heaven ; for Altars a- 
lone are worthy of them. Believe me, 
S Sir, in what Tam ſaying, I ſpeak hut my 
real Sentiments; when my Curioſity, 48 
you ſay, had oblig d me to paſs the Bounds 
of the ancient World, to find out rare and 
undi Objects, your Works were the 
wonderfulleſt Things that I ſaw, and Afri- 
ca could thew me nothing more new, nor 
any more extraordinar S '"Readi 
them under the Shade of its Palms, I wiſh'q 
you-crown'd with them all; and at the ve. 
ry Time that I ſaw I had gone beyond Her- 
es, 1 found I came fort of 70 All 
this, which was capable of producing En- 
Win any other Man's Soul, filfd mine 
with ſo much Eſteem and Affection, that 
you then took the Place there, which you 
are now / deſiring, and perfectly finiſd d 
what you think you are ſtil} to begin. Af. 
tex the Knowledge which I have had of 
you, how can I form ſuch an Image of you, 
as you are willing to give me? How can 1 
fancy you to be that little Creature you - 
ſay you are? How could 1 comprehend 
that Heaven could place ſuch mig hty Things 
Ft | | in 
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be very glad to find Hat i fy is as you would 
have me believe. . Amongſt the reſt of the 
Advantages, which I expect to derive from 
You, Jam in Hopes that you will bring 
E Statuxe into, fome Credit, and that it is 


which henceforward will be accounted 
e Bobleſt; and that by you. we ſhall be 
xalted aboye thoſe who believe themſelves 
ner than we, As we pour the moſt ex- 
(enges into the ſmalleſt Bottles, 
Fur infuſeth thei divineſt Souls into the 
malleſt B odies, And. mixes more or lefs of 
atter with them, as HEE 1 88 tore X 
eſs in them of ir A bid l 
She ſeems, to 5 ch te Ining So ls, 
e 


as Jewellers t the moſt” ſparkli 
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kate the Light. But I Wonder that you 
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Lure to 255 nfo by ſuch a 3 
to e very Means w 
8 fate to mike For loſe It; n 
had need to have a high Opinion 5 
Goodneſs, to 11 that I can love a Man 
who enjoys, m ight, and who has ob- 
tain d the Con ran 1 of. my moſt valu d 
Poſſeſſions: But yet T am ſo juſt, that even 
this ſhall be no Impediment ; and I be- 
lie ve you. to 115 much Juftice on y 
Side, that I do not deſpair but that we 
accommodate even this Matter between us. 
They mae very well have given you my 
Place, without your putting me. out of it ; 
and ba 2 92 their Hearts, N ve 8 


FORCE contain, us b 

8 * | {ſhall do gen 

may not N you. there, G 

inks Care to take up my Station, an that 
we may not claſh. fince ſp 12 6570 Te 
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Ma amtiſelte DeRayinouUnter, 


Nun fas 
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OR. bi TLY Ye: if Trhpottues-' in 
our N as it 18, 1 extreamly ap- 
Fe of the efentment you ſhew for the 
ey deſign to do it; and I muſt 
needs 1 8 thatTexpc& no Good: 'from 
5 en Which yon mention, ſince 


are re for to apc themſelves 
by Io great an Oppreffion; even at a Time 


like this, when, Fortune is acting her Tra- 


gedies throughout all Europe. I can behold 
nothing ſo 1 of Pity, as when 1 fee 
RFA realy to 18 And to baniſn a 
ord, ord has io faithfully ſer vd this 
Monarchy; and which, amidff all our Con: 
ſuſſons, has always been of the Side of 


thoſe who were truly French. For my Part, 


J cannot, for my Heart, comprehend What 
Reaſon they can alledge againſt a Word 
whoſe only Buſineſs is to go before Reaſon, 
and which has no other Employment, than 
uſher it in. I cannot imagine what — 
tereſt can oblige them to take away that 
which belongs to For, to give it to 1 
that; - 
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fay with three Letters. 1 
fraid of, Madam, is this, that after they 


MC — y of this one Injuſtice, they 
will not e at more; perhaps they 


ma — the Impudence — ur But, 
and who knows may be any longer 
ſecure. So that — 1 have depriv d 
us of all thoſe Words, whoſe Buſineſs it is 
to bind others together, the Wits will re- 
duce us to the Langua: of Angels; Ox, if 
ee andy bo Ka; AE bee 
2ge us to Only dy Signs: | 
I muſt confeſs, that TO Obſervation 1s 
true, vix. That no Example can more 
clearly ſhew us the Inſtability of human 
Affairs. He who had told me ſome Years. 
o, that I ſhould haveout-liv'd For, I had 
th ght had promisd me a longer Life than 
the Patriarchs: And yet we ſee, that after 
he has mamtain'd himſelf for eleven hun- 
dred Years in full Force and Authority; 
after he has been employ d in the molt in 
portant. Treat ies, and has affiſted in the 
Councils of our Kings with Honcur, he is. 
all of a ſudden fallen into Diſgrate, and 
threaten d with a violent End. I now ex- 

t nothing leſs, than to be terriſyd wich 
amentable Cries in the Air, declaring to 
the World, that the Great For is dead; for 
che Beach of the Great Cam, or of the Great 
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Fan, Was, in my Mind, leſs important. 
L know if we. conſult ont of the fineſt 
Wits of the Age, and one whom I eſteem 
with Paſſion, he will tell us, that tis our 
Duty to condemn an Innovation like this; 
that we ought to uſe the For of our Fathers, 
as well as their Sun and their Soil, and that 
we ſhould by no Means be niſn a Word, 
which was in the N ouths of Charlemaig ue 
and St. Louis. But you, Madam, are the 
Perſon who are principally. obbg'd to un- 
dertake his Protection; tor ince the ſu- 
pream Grace, and the ſovereign. Beauty of 
the French Tongue lies in yours, you ought 
to command here with an abſolute Sway, 
and with a Smile or a Frown give Lite or 
Death to Syllables, as uncontroul'd as you 
do to Men; For this, I believe you have 
already ſecur d it from the imminent Dan- 
ger which threaten d it; and, by vouch- 
laling it a Place in your Letter, have fix'd 
it in a Sanctuary and a Manſion of Glory, 
which: neither Envy nor Time can reach. 

But here, Madam, I beg leave to. aſſure 
bu, that I could not but be ſurpriz d to ſee 
how fantaſtick your Favours are; I could 
not but think it ſtrange, that you, who, 
without Compaſſion, could ſee a thouſand 
Lovers expire, ſhould not have the Heart 
to ſee a Syllable die. If you had but had 
half the Cate of me, which you have ſnewn 
of For, I ſhould then have been happy. in 
© *% Spight 
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Spight of ill Fortune; then Poverty, Exile, 
anck Kain, πjũ,nd ICarce have h. . AER 
come near me. If you had not deliver d 
me from thelgabalt's themfelves, you had 
freed me at leaſt from the Senſe of them. 
But at a Time that I expected to receive 
Conſolation from yours, I found that your 
Kindneſs was only deſign d to For, and 
that his Baniſhment troubled you more 


than mine. I: muſt contels, Madam, it. is 


but juſt vou ſhould. under take his Detence 5 
but ybu ought to have taken, ſome Care cf 
me too, that People might net object to 


vou, that you forſake your Friends for a 
Word. Xun make no Anſwer at all h | 


which; I writ about; you take not the leal 
Notice of. Things Which ſo much concern 
me: In three or four Pages you ſcarce re- 
member me once; and the Reaſon of this, 
18 For. Be pleas d to conlider- me a li tle 
more for the futiire; and when you-uncex- 
take the Defence of N the Afflicted, remem- 
ber that Lam of the Numper. 1 ſhall al- 
a ways make Uſe of him himſelf to oblige 
vou to grant me this Favour, and to con- 
vince you that it is but my Due; For 
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weep; and inſtend of giving you a Piece of 
Earth, had given — you: could not 
have — me Thanks in a more magni- 
fieent Manner, Tbe Vine of: the Grant 
Mogul would have been faffiezently paid for 
by the leaſt Word from you, and all the 
Diamonds and precious Stones with which 


it is laden; have not ſo much Late, nor 


caft ſo 2 Light as any Thing that is 
. vou. Think 1 T have ve- 
Madam; and thokt. who are. 
fine, would think this a 
2 what they call a beauti- 
Letter: But che Poſt won't 3 
Time; and beſides, having careful! 
yours, and your Mother s, I am reſolv — to 
meddie no more with Wit. May I be 


hang d, Madam, if any Thing ean be more 


ga llant, or more charming, than that which 
I have receivd from her; and tis a Won- 
der too, that one who hardly writes:2bove 
once 
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once in four Years, ſhould then do it fo 


per) ally ſtudying at it, and thought of 
thing elſe at 


nothing at Time? One would 
think, by —_ _ e. Le 

much us d to the Miracles of your, Family; 
but I own I can't Belp wondeving at them. 
But I particularly wonder, Madam, how 
you, who can dance ſo finely; can write 
10 finely too, and bear away the Prize 


once for three Things which: feldom go to 


gether, being the beſt Dancer, the beſt 
Sleeper, and the moſt eloquent young Lady 
in the World. Fou cant imagine how 
you pleas d me, in putting Monſienm Maine 
mto the Matachin Dance L lik d this 
Thought as well as any of your others, 


and I give you my Word we won t dance 


it till he dances it with us. And, to tell 
you my Mind; Monſieur de: Chaudebonne is 


too melancholy at preſent to tinkle Bells; 
and I believe I myſelf ſhall ſind it hard to 
dance well in your Abſence, being ſo much, 

eee E eee ene Nutten 1007 
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rable than ever they were, I ſhould 
be very much grie vd to go without them. 
Having, ſince the Sight of the laſt vou 
wrote me, loſt all H of ever wri- 
ting gcod ones myſelf, 1 thould be glad to 
receive them from others. The high Opi- 
nion I have ſo long had of ycur M it, had 
prepar d me to ſee the moft wonderful Pro- 
ductions from it without Surprize; and 1 
thought it could bring forth nothing that 
would amaze me, unleis it were Things or- 
dinary or common. But really, I muſt 
needs own tis arrivd at a Degree of Per- 
fection which I never apprehended, and I 
have not been able to divine, that you 
could do any Thing you do. Indeed, Ma- 
dam, what I ſay; 18 without Flattery ; and 
my Anger is not ſo thoroughly gone off, 
as to ſuffer me to be in a Humour to ſay 
any Thing obliging to you more than I needs 
muſt. You have raisd yourſelf as much 
above yourſelf, as you were before . 
others; 
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others; and the fliorteſt Letter you write 
now, is more valuable than all Alcidalis 
and Zelida, even tho you reekon their two 
Kingdoms into the Bargain. When my 
Rage was at the Height, I did not make 
one Complaint againſt you but was accom- 

ny d with'a'Praiſe ;*and one of the Rea- 


ons Why T endeavour: to be reconcild to 


you, is, for fear that if I ſhew myfelf your 
Enemy, People will think my Hatred pro- 
ceeds from Envy; rather thanifrom a juſt 
Reſentment ;- Yetyow know in your Heart, 
how much Cauſe T have for it; and, with 


dut making any more Words ont, tis there 


Texpect you'll do me Juſtice. * After having 
been ſo long dumb, I ſhould not care to 
break my Si lente by Compiaints;Tonly beg 
you to conſider what Condition T muſt be 
in, having at one and the ſame Time loſt 
both the Hopes of coming into France, and 
the Comfort of your Letters. One of theſe 
Misfortunes of itſelf might have been e- 


nough to kill me; but, which is the ſtran- 


geſt Thing I ever heard in my Life, their 
coming together, ſavd me, and the one 
help'd me to ſupport the other. When I 
conſider d with myſelf, that after this 
Procf of your ill Will to me, how many 
Miſchiefs Fortune preſery'd me from, by 
hindering me from falling into your Hands, 
I began to think a perpetnal Baniſhment 
ſupportable inCompariſon of that, and ow 5 
2 ea 
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leaſt, I ſhauld not here die a Death ſo cruel. 
Yet, Madam, this Conſolation is not ſo 
eflectual, but that I have need. of another ; 
for 1 ſwear Mx. ——— himſelf is. not fo 
uneaſy as L am; andthoſe dark Fits of Me. 
lancholy which y ou have formerly ſeen me 
in, were but > Type of thoſe I am now 
tormented. with. Diſſipate them, I be- 
ſeech you, and think of ſome Words, if you 
can, to lay theſe Vapors.. But e 


that you gan; every Body knows nothin 
is impoſſible to your Wit, to which I > 
commend. z and: ſince thoſe Things, 


which are leaſt — and moſt extraor- 
dinary to It are eaſy, let it make me.ca- 

pable of being ſenſible of Joy in this Place, 
ad of — . eng ell I can tell you with my 
own Mouth, how much beyond what you 
an conceive, I * 


dur, Kc. 
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Don't at all — 8 you 115 h'd. {> 

1 when you writ me Word of the 
ſtrange unaccountable Report which is 
ſpread of me, namelx, that I have neither 
Goodneſs nor Friendſhip in me; for really 
nothing was ever aid more ridiculous, and 
ou had good Reaſon to hear it in the ſame 
Manger as if you had been told, that 
Monſieur de nad robs upon the 
High. way, or has marry d the 3 of 
Monſieur des —.— Gentleman. For my 
Part, I cant help wondering, ſo falſe an 
Opinion, and ſo e a Calumny 
ſhould Rave extended ſo far, and infected 
three Provinces; and whoever gave it 
Birth, he that did it muſt be the moſt 
dangerous Perſon in the World. Tl en- 
quire diligently to find out who it is; and 
it J diſcover them, Iſwear III be reveng d, 
1 me that did it be as lovely and terri- 
ble as yourſelf. Your Mother performs an 
a worthy her uſnal Goodneſs, in not ſuf- 
ering ſo great a Slander. to be ſpread about 
Vor. I. K her 
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her Eſtate; but let her only hinder it from 
being talk'd in her own Chamber; for I 
know ſome People, Madam, that are bold 
and reſolute enough to do it even there. 
Poor Mademoiſelle de Chalais, whom, like 
a Lamb, von Expoſe to my M rath, has no 
Hand in the Crime; ſhe was faulty onl 
thro Simplicity; and if I had not reſolvd 
to blame none but the Authors of this Im- 
poſture, 1 ſhould rather complain of her 
Miſtreſs Really I think it very odd, that 
ſhe, who knows ſo well the Charms of I- 
dleneſs, and the Pleaſure there is in doing 
nothing, ſhould ſay I am ungrateful, only 
becaufeé Tlet her be quiet, and don't write 
her Letters, which, when ſhe was to an- 
ſwer them, ſhe'd heartily wiſh ſhe had ne- 
ver receiv d. Tho I don't give myſelf the 
Trouble to tell her of it, the {till keeps 
the Place ſhe fo: Well deſerves in my Heart, 
without 10105 any Pains to defend it: She 
$0 ſhe deſires, at the Bottom of my 
Jeart, that is, in the moſt retir'd Part of 
it, and there lies at Reſt, and undiſturb'd. 
Upon my Word, I honour and love her as 
Perfectly as ſhe deſerves, and every Time 
] read any Thing that's pretty, or eat any 
* that's good, or have a pood Digeſti- 
on, T think of her, and wiſh, her the fame. 
But well thought on; you told us ſome- 
time ago, Madam, a Piece of News, which 
f made no Anſwer to, becauſe I was then 
7 8 £3 | s A 0 in 
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in the Dump; büt now you inform me of 


think that other 1s as ſtrange as ever I 
heard. Tho'I am as well acquainted as - 
ny Body, with the Charms of the Mar- 


chioneſs of — I ſhalt never have done 


wondering, how, at a Time when ſhe had 


no Man living in her Thoughts beſides her 
Doctor and her Cook, when ſhe was dreſs'd 


in the Rateen we ſaw her in, with two or 
three Napkins about her Head; how, I 
ſay, ſnhe could then win the Heart of a Man 
ſo hard to pleaſe, as'T take the Marquiſs of 
— to be, and ſend a Lover to ſigh for 
her in the Deſarts of the Thebais. The Spark 
you mention, would have done well to go 
after him; or, if he did not care for tra- 
velling ſo long a Journey, he ſhonld at 
leaſt turn Hermit upon the Valerian Moun- 
tain. But in ſober Sadneſs, inftead of put- 
ting the Queſtions you propoſe ta me from 


him, he had better hold his Tongue, and 


not ſpeak again theſe ſeven Years. Never- 
theleſs, Madam, I'll anſwer” them, fince 
you deſire it. The firſt, Why being dreſs d 
in blue, he always ſeems dreſs'd in green? 
is one of the moſt difficult Queſtions I ever 
heard propos d in any Science; and, for 
my Part, I can't find what can be the 
Cauſe, unleſs the Gentleman, inſtead of 


riſing at one a- Clock in the Afternoon, and 


being dreſs d by Three, as he us d to be for- 
i; K 2 merly, 
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amerly, is now grown more lazy, and ne- 
wer appears but by Candle- light. Be it as 
it will, I ſhould adviſe him to dreſs in 
green, in order to ſee, whether he won't 
then ſeem. dreſs d in blue. As for the ſe- 
cond, which I would have him reſolve up- 

on, to take la Mate, or to deliver me out 
of the Hands of the Saracens : Without a 
Bit of Self-Intereſt, I think this laſt Enter- 
prize, beſides its being the juſter of the 
two, is. alſo the moſt difficult, and conſe- 
-quently the moſt glorious. There are five 
And twenty thouſand Foot, and ſix thou- 
ſand Horſe, who are to take Care to guard 

me, with as much Care as Geldres and Auvers; 

yet he has no need to be frighten'd at this; 
For Hefor the Brown did alone den five 
and thirty thanfand Men in Northumber- 
aud, and I don't think he was ſo valiant 
as he is. And then he has no need to ap- 
prehend that he ſhall have any want of 
1 here; the fineſt that grow in all 
Europe are in this Country. On my Side, 

A promiſe him IIl take Care to ſet them in 
Order, and get Crowns made of them; 
but beſides Saracen Soldiers, he'll have Sa- 
racen Ladies to fight with too; ſome of 
whom wont quietly ſee. me taken from 
them; and the Report which you tell me 
is Ipread all over three Provinces, is not 
yet come to one of the Seventeen. I have 
cat ſo illa Character here, as I have T. the 
ace 
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Place where you live; and ' tis believ d, that: 
even tho T thould not be ſo very much in- 
clin d to love, I ſhould nevertheleſs be Wor- 
thy to be belowd: But, Madam, I own: 
this is no Conſolation to me; and I thalk 
think myſelf very wretehed, if among all 
the Perſons in France; whom J have ſo great 
2 Reſpect for, there is not one that has ſo 
good an Opinion ofzme, as to believe that 
my Heart is form d as it ought to be; that 
I can conſtantly honour thoſe who deſerve 
it, and mfinitely-love. thoſe who are infi- 
nitely lovely: can't tell what you, for 
your Part, think of it; but FN aſſure you 
no Body has leſs Cauſe to doubt it; and L 
am as perfectly as I ought, and. you could 
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2 Mother will always be the 
1 beſt and gallanteſt Lady in the World . 
ſhe could have promis d me nothing than 
would: have pleas'd me ſo much as ther 
Dance you ſpeak of; but I fancy you arc 
miſtaken in the Name of it. This puts ma 
in Mind of Time paſt, and makes me con- 
ſider how much Difference there is between 
That and This. Thus when 1 lay upon 
Straw, I fancy'd myſelf upon three Quilts , 
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and now tho! I had a Dozen of Quilts un- 
15 me, I ſhould fanſy myſelf upon Thorns. 
„Madam, is a true Repreſentation of 
* Rl eaſy and indolent Gallant in all. 
Bruſſels. But he who gave me this Name 
in his Letter to you, did not know all my 
Miſeries, nor could conceive the Grief it 
gives me, to ſee my ſelf ſo far diſtant 
from exery Thing I love. Tou know the 
Interpretation that ought to be put upon 
this, and the Rank which thoſe two * 
rable Perſons hold in my Heart; a Rank 
which none elſe muſt ever think to gain. 
ol rag ue hither, from 2 ſpeak 
them With Adm and are con- 
tented with: the 1 their Vertue 
and . 5 moſt humbly heſeech you, 
Madam, to uſe © Credit, in order to 
keep torme ſome Place in their Remem- 
brance. The - part uady to whom you 
know I have already ſome Obligations, is 
continually adding new ones to the old; 
and did me the Honour t'other 'Day- to 
ſpeak of me in a Letter to Count Brian. 
I "acknowledge this Favour. as it deſerves; 
and, even tho J had as little Goodneſs and 
Friendſhip as they lay I have, I ſhould al- 
have a due Senſe of the Kindneſs 
a Oblinations he has been pleas d to load 
= with; but I am afraid he is growing 
too ſerious; pray don't let him. 


To 
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T HO you aſſure me, that the Iſle of 
1. France was not one of the three re- 
bellious Provinces, yet I have a ſhrewd 
Suſpicion of ſome Iſlanders; and I wiſh 
I had one of them in my Hands, to 
do my ſelf Juſtice upon her, Tho they 
had committed no other Fault, than that 
of. having too readily aſlented, as you tell 
me, to believe ill of me, I ſhould, think 
them ſufficiently. guilty, and ſhould be ve- 
unwilling to have been ſo much ſo with 
egard to any of them. I had much ado 
to underſtand what you ſay of la Corneille, 
and the Son 7 the King of England ;, but ix 
I have gveſsd rightly at the Meaning, 
tis the greateſt Piece of Malice that ever 
was forg d. You never ſaid- any Thing to 
me, that provok d me ſo much; and tis an 
Affront 1 {hall never forget, till I have 
had my Revenge for it. But at What a 
Degree is Perſecution arrivd? And what 
may I not look for, when even your Mo- 
ths - oo Seat . 
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ther herſelf ſeems to have declar'd againſt 
me. I was extreamly amaz d when I ſaw 
her Hand, and found ſhe made a Jeft of 
me and my loyal She-Friend: Yet I can't 
believe ſhe did this of her own free Will, 
but you certainly put a Dagger to her 
Breaſt, and fore d her to write it. All 
theſe Injuries, Madam, put me into a ter- 
rible Fury; but the ſweet Sauce yon ſent 
me, 3 it. I found, in Monſieur de 
Ehbaudebonne's Letter, the Sugar which you 
thonght you had put into mine; and I eat 
it with the utmoſt Satisfaction. I muſt 
needs own' we have none ſo good here; 
and if ycud now and then fend me a 
Quantity of it, Id extract a very rare Juice 
from it, and, contrary to the Maxim of 
Phylick, That all fweet Things tw into Cho- 
ter, I dare fay it would appeaſe. mine, 
which is very much irritated. And in- 
deed tis very ill done, to mock a pocr 
Child, who learnt French only for my Sake; 
and who, for all that, had the Wit to chuſe 
me from among all the People that are 
here. But 1 dare engage for her, ſhell 
ſhortly write quite another Thing, and in 
two or three Months Time be in a Condi- 
tion to revenge herſelf. There was a Time 
when Madam de —— writ no better 
than ſhe does now; yet at prefent every 
Body talks of her Wit, and Copies, of her 
Letters are ſhewn abont even here. But 
: : | to 
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to anſwer the Queſtion which you beg I. 
would give a Reply to with Truth and 
Sincerity of. Conſcience, I ſay, in Truth 
and Sincerity, Madam, I don't think there 
was any Body who thought that Billet- 
doux a Glory to me; and I. had rather 

write anther wretched Letter, than make 
ſb wretched a Judgment of any Thing. 
But 1 ſhould not give my Opinion ſo bold- 
ly in any Thing, without I knew who 1 
f, ak of; eſpecially ſince I have been once 
already caught trapping in what I ſaid 
of thoſe, who can remember euer Thing 
they have done from their very Cradle. 
I own I believed. it was meant as a jeſt; 
nay, I thought it ought to have been ſo; 
but ſince twas you and the C. of 
that ſaid it, I eat my Words, and ſhall 
take Care how I diſoblige People whohave - 
fuch long Memories. 2907) 'I 
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F. 1 vou were not the moſt amiable Per- 
1 ſon in the World, you d be the moſt de- 
teſtable; and you have a Pride which 
would he inſufferable in any but you. You 
ue for Peace in the ſame Manner as o- 
thers grant it, and make Uſe of ſuch Words 
to put an End to a Quarrel, as might ſerve 
to begin a War. I don t know bow I come to 
ecndeſcend ſo lom; let's haue no more of your 
Sgolding, but write to me every Meek. "I his 
18 wonderful ly humble indeed, and a migh- 
ty fine Manner of exerciſing the Chriſtian 
Yertues? Then you command me never to 
be angry, but once every five and twenty 
Years, becauſe you won't forgive me any 
oftner; as if your Favours were never be- 
ſtow d, but when thoſe of Heaven are o- 
pen, and that nothing but a Fubilee can 
abſolve thoſe who are in a Paſſion againſt 
Fou. This is the Condition I was in, Ma- 
dam, when I receiv'd your ſecond Letter, 
which lenifyd me mightily, by inform- 
ing me, that you did not care I ſhould be 


hang d, 


TAY 
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bang d, without vou. were here to, "ſee "the 
Spee Truly tis a ves reat- 

your good Will, and 4 that vou 
have ſtill ſome Tendetnefs for e; not to 


be willing that this Misfortune ſhould be- 


A me, anjeſs: you had the Pleaſure to.ſee 
After havin vg, ſo long implord the Aſ- 
F tance of your Wit, to find ont Words that 
might, make me leſs unha . it could 
furniſh you with none but t Inde 
nothing can make me more = to ſtay 
at Briſa, than the Knowing that there's 
a, Delign on foot at Paris, to have me 
bang, and. this Place; which before 1 
ught my Priſon, T now fegard as an 


i um againſt your Perſecutions. I have 


much ado to bel ieve what you' tell me of 
Madam de - or to imagine that ſhe 
ſides with you againſt me. If it be true; 
Fortune has 1775 more juſt than mw yolt - 
or the, in hind erin 8 ber! Letters from“ ful. 

Iing into my Tis really a great 


Pit y 17 "Haar fþ if oil {0,good La, and 


I ſhall b e gore 19 18 at you ur Ravine cr. 
rapted her Tanocence, than at Neu having 
1 80 Sentence up» n'tnine. Be ft as raptth 
ig uſt, tell you, 1 neither Gf "you" ch 
ke any Rélolutions to my DiſidVaiitage, 
Be ue muſt be wust; and if vou View 


any Thing againſt, me, I Malt ee oma ke 


you, eat your Words. *Phis," M Madam, i 


not ſaid out of Pride, but out of the Con- 
Nen et 24} fidnce 
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fidence. Men of Vertue generally have, and 


wives is the natural Effects of a good Con- 


ence.. If I had the leaſt Thought that 
I have ſlipt, and deſervd your Menaces, 
I ſhould not have thoſe good Intervals 


which you ſee I ſometimes enjoy; and 


inſtead of curing other People of the Spleen, 
I ſhould die of it my ſelf. If I have cur'd 
your Mother of this Diſtemper, I ſhall pa- 
tiently ſupport all thoſe I Rave left; and 
indeed the Aſſurance 1 have receiv'd, that 
I have the Honour to be in her Remem- 
brance, and the Uneaſineſs it gives me not 
to ſee her, make the greateſt Part of my 
Joys and Afflictions; and I don't wonder 
ſhe wiſhes more than any Body to ſee 
me; for I believe no Body will be fo plea- 
ſant- as I ſhall be, if ever I have the Hap- 

ineſs to be in her Preſence. The Philo- 

pher of our Acquaintance, whom you 
remember ſo properly for drawing up his 
Eyes ſometimes like a Pig's, rolFd them a- 
bout, when I read to him that Paſſage in 
your Letter; and, in Truth, the Soul of Zeno 
night have been ſhaken, and Monf. Mignon's 
Hitked on ſuch an Occaſion. Philoſophy, 
which has Remedies againft all other Mif- 
fortunes, has none againſt the leaſt Loſs 
of Monſieur Rembouilet's Favour: Let that 
Science he never ſo much an Enemy to the 
Paſſions, it cannot diſapprove one's ha- 
ving one for ſo deſerving a Perſon; _ 

wonder 
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wonder at one's doing for his Sake, what 
it commands us to do for the Sake of Vir- 
tue. I don't know, Madam; whether it 
can any better teach us not to love yo; 
but what Likelihood is there of doing that, 
when 'twas Monſieur de (huudebome that 
taught it me? So that I maſt needs own, 'E 
dare not hope it; and J am refolv'd; let 
the worſt come to the worſt, to be always, 
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Am very ſorry you can give me no bet- 
1 ter Signs of Peace than you do, and 
that your Wit ſnould be ful in no- 


thing but doing me Good. 1 know it to 


be fo capable of doing every Thing, that 
I muſt think the Fault is rather in your 
Will; and ſo long as it continues no more 
favourable to me than it is now, I _ 
d, ave 
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have Reaſon to believe you. are not ſo 
good. natur d as you pretend to be. I am 
afraid the Teſtimony your Brother gives of 
your Juſtice, is rather a Proof of your Ty- 
ranny; vhich being grown more exorbitant 
than ever, won t now ſo much as give Peo- 
ple Leave to complain of it. Perhaps, if 
he were as far from you as I am, he d talk 
as I do; and I ſhould ſpeak as he does, 
if I were in his Place. Yet, Madam, whe- 
ther it be a Truce or a Peace that you 
grant me, I don't refuſe to enjoy the Be- 
nefit of it. I have already executed one 
of the Conditions upon which you granted 
it me; M. D. having offer d me another 
Way to write to him, I could not help ac- 
cepting it, tho I could have wiſh'd my 
Letter had paſs d thro' your Hands; for I 
hop'd it would have been the better for it; 
and I did deſign to beg you to correct it: 
It was ſent away but four Days ago; and 
Monſieur Frotte, who is here, took the 
Charge of it upon him, after having often 
1 deſir d it. As for Alcidalis, I'ſhan't-leave 
1 him, till I have ſet him upon African 
I Ground: I hope it won't! be long before I 
= do itʒe for we ſee 3 already. But, Ma- 
| dam, I can't make him happy, till I ain 
"lt ſo'myſelf: Fean't let him fee Zelida, be- 
j fore 1thave feen Monſieur Mandat; and to 
write his Joy and good Fortune, will re- 
quire quite another Man from what I am 
2788 82 5 at 
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at preſent. Really, after this Story, that 


which you tell me of Martha, gave me as 


much Pleaſure as any I ever heard; but 
that is only the Beginning of it; her For- 
tune can never ſtop there; and I would 
not ſwear, that we ſnan t in Time ſee her 
Queen of Mauritania. Let, for all this, 1 
don't deſpair to ſee her hang d; but this 
won't be ſo ſoon... Lam. very: glad of / hat 
ſhe has procur' d for you from the Dutcheſs 
of Savoy; and am pleas d to ſee, that Ho- 
nours pour upon you from all Parts of the 
World. I my ſelt could alſo have gotten 
vou one of the King of Morocco 's Muſta- 
chio's, and a Handful of the Beard, toge- 
ther with two of the Cheek - Teeth of the 
King of Fex. But ſince the Death of him 
of Sweden, I thought you would not care 
to place your Friendſhip any more upon 
ſuch Sort of People; and beſides, I am now 
more reſervd than I us d to be; ſor 1 xe- 
member you haye often upbraided me with 
my engaging you always with Lovers, 
when you deſire none of them. If I am 
E for you, Madam, Lam no leſs {o 
or what concerns my ſelf: Whatever faze 
Opportunity Fortune preſents me with, I 
mall take Care not to ſuffet wry ſelf to be 
caught; and I ſhall Jive longer than 1 
thought I ſhould, if the Prophecy ef the 
{age Enchantreſs be true. I moſt humbly be- 
ſeech her to believe ſne cannot aſſume _ 
. Tit 


— — — e 7˙»O. 
— 
1 —  — 


.... ²˙ ü _g—_———_— N — — — — * 
— — r - _ — - _ — 
— — — = — 
—— we — => _ = - — > 
— — — - - _ — — — * — — 
— — - ” - — — — — . — — 
— — — —— —— — — — — - = — ” 
— — — — — — » — — * — — 
\ * 
* 


— 
Dre. 


[1 : ( 
1 is : 
: | ' 
I . l 
4:1 
4 1 
I 4 
' : 
, 
13.8 
: 
| q 
"I 4 
* 4 
40 at} 
} 
\ 104 
: . 
: 
. 
4 . 


268 Monſieur Vo1TURE's-Letters, 

Title with any Body ſo juſtly as ſhe- may 
with me: Really, every Thing ſhe does 
inchants me, and I ſpent a whole Day in 
reading the four Lines ſhe wrote to me. 
1 ſhall take her Advice, and avoid Gra- 
dafilea, as much as I would do Scylla or 
Charybilts. Pray give me Leave to return 
Humble Thanks to my Lord Cardinal 
de la Falette, for doing me the Honour to 
ſpeak ef me in a Letter which he wrote 
to Count Brian; and likewiſe permit me 
to tell you the Pain I am in for Mademoi- 
ſelle Pauletr's IIIneſs. Her Fever, which 
you did not think would laſt above four 
and twenty Hours, will ſtick by me for ſe- 
veral ; and'1/ſhall never be cur d of 
of it, till 1 Hear ſhe is well. M. d 
would never forgive me the Liberty you 
pardon in me, if ſhe faw that I am re er 
a whit the better for her Advice, and that 
I can't'help talking of others beſides you 
= Hager of ol 'T write — — Shed loſe 
A omg any upon me, and 
ſay, with "Rh more Reste than ever, that 1 
have not a Bit of Gallantry in me: But 
tho ſhe ſets yo above” every Thing in 
oy World, yet, 1 mne new imy Thoughts 


of you, rn aſſure you, . ſhe ald 


think 1 OY" 1 4 Sr : lgnte 2. 
17 ld 1 9 


- 4 4 "5 * ++ 
* . 1 * 
K 9 4 4 


% e, Rr Toms, Kc. 


9715 92 1511 55 


99 4 
6E { + 
— - 


a 4 @@d — a. «a. an. Swan cwoall nl PU . 


38 


Ir 


1. S. 7 


— 


5 >F WI" 
. , 


 —Þ 5. ri O07 > mt, 


 Monflew VotTURE's Letters. 209 


i ” 8 5 


g CCC wy 
To the Marqueſs. de SOURDIAC. 
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H O' the conſtant Perſecution of my 


1 ill Fortune had render'd me inſenſi- 


ble to all Sorts of Affliction, yet I could 
not digeſt that of not hearing ſometimes 
from you; and methinks the Want of your 
Letters is an Unhappinefs able to ſhake 
the Conſtancy of the moſt reſolv'd Phaloſo- 
bers. I have, with much Tmpatience, long 
expected an Anſwer to my laſt, which I 
put into the Hands of your noble Lady 3 
but now my Stock is quite exhanſted, an 

I can no longer adjourn my humble Peti- 
tion, that. you would put, me out of Pain, 
and let me know what fatal Accident has 
depriv'd me of that Happineſs. You ſee, 

my Lord, with what Afﬀurance” I chal. 
lenge your Promiſe; and what an Opini- 


Jon 1 have of your 'Goodnefs, when I fo. 


boldly beg this Favour of you, which I im- 

bortune you to pay with as much Confi- 

dence, as if it were a juſt Debt, cho it. is 

only the mere Effect of your 2 
LEA : "4 A 
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and Liberality. And ſince you have al. 
Ways ſo great an Inclination to that Ver- 
tue, I flatter my ſelf, that you will not 
be diſpleas'd with me, for giving you an 
portunity to exerciſe it. All that J can 
allure you, is, that it fhall be well em- 
ploy d, and heartily acknowledg'd ; and 
that you cannot poſſibly make à greater 
Demonſtration of it, than by condeſcen- 
ding to ſhew it to, LH DAI, 
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Tour very bimmble Servant. 


To Mademoiſelle.RAMBOUILLET. 
LETTER IXI. 


„„ STR 
1 Have read, at every Hour of the Day, 
1 the Letter which you writ at Midnight: 
and tho I an't us d to be over much pleas d 
with Favours done me at that Hour, I re- 
ceiv'd this with more Satisfaction than I can 
expreſs. After having thoroughly exaimin'd 
it, I can find nothing in it that might 
diſcover it to be written by one who was 
half a- ſſeep; and I was thereby confirm d 
; Wann 
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in the Judgment I formerly made of you» 
that at this Time your Wit is generally 
moſt lively, moſt bright, and aſſumes new 
Additions of Strength. In ſtudying for 


the Cauſe of this, I will by no Means ful-. 


pect you for any Harm, nor obſerve, that 
tis a Wonder the Hour of Ghoſts and De- 
vils ſhould. be yours too. I chuſe rather 


to believe, tis becauſe there can be no 


Night in your Soul; and that. being a 
Fountain of Light, the Darkneſs of the 
Night, which makes others heavy, cannot 
at all affect that: When Shades cover eve- 
ry Thing elſe, that ſhines forth with great - 
eſt Splendor ,, and the Shadow of the Earth 


can neither reach that, northe Stars. The 


I ſpeak of. it in Terms much more magni- 
ficent, I humbly beg you to believe, I. 
ſnould not ſay ſo much Good of it, as I 
have receiv d from it. The Choice it made 
for you of. three or four Words, which gave 
your. laſt Letter a more obliging Air than 
any of your others, gave me an unhopd4 
for Satisfaction, and inſpir d me with. a 


Joy which I am ſerupulous of giving 


Way to, for tear I ought not to be content- 
ed out of your Preſence. But pray, Ma- 
dam, do but obſerve how far your Power 
extends: The very Moment you had writ- 
ten Word that you ſhould be glad to ſee an 
End to our Misfortunes, the Heavens be- 


gan to clear up, and gabe us à better 


"Proſpect 
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Proſpect than ever. Since this is ſo; and 
tis the ſame Thing in you to defire and to 
do Good,” I humbly befecch you to con- 
tinue to have gbod. Defires for us. I have 
4 Notion, that even this will produee ſome 
happy Effect: Your good Fortune will o- 

vercome the Malignity of ours, and you 
may contribute more than any Body to 
the Accommodation which ſo many People 
labour to bring about. But pray, Ma- 
dam, let it be quickly; for really I am im- 
patient to ſee the Wonders which are at 

Huric. I dont think the Gentlewoman you 
mention to Monſieur de Chandebonne, can 

ſhew the moſt extraordinary, even tho' the 
Monkey, which has learn d to play on the 
Guitar, could ſing to it. I know. where 
there are greater Miracles to be ſeen than 
that; I myſelf am in Hopes too, I ſhall 
ſhew you one in the Alteration of my 
Humour, which I can promiſe you 1s at 
leaſt equal to yours, tho not ſo enchanting, 
You have therefore no Need, Madam, to 
fear that a Melancholy, which you diſſi- 
pate at ſo great a Diſtance, ſhould come 
quite to you; nor to be ſorry for your ha- 
| ving loſt my Letters, when yon ſhall find 

mee myſelf, Fl make you own, that I am 
better than them; and you ſhall ſee I have 
never written the heſt of my Thoughts. 

In ſhort, you may take my Word for it, 

that except a pretty many Hairs, which 
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arẽ turn d grey, there has happen d no Al- 
teration to me, but what is for the hetter; 
nay, 1 hope, that even they will fall off 
with the Cares which produce d them; and I 
ſhall certainly be quite another Man, when 
I can tell you with my own Mouth, how 
much I honour you, and with what Reali- 


Bruſſels, October Madam, 
„ e | "Ne 
*3- £0 $08; ſame. 
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MADAM © Corn lun ormtilonagte 
1 Don't know who the Abencerrages are, 

whom you prefer to me; but I fancy _ 
they were no more born at Granada than 1 
Was. Perhaps, the only Advantage they 
have over me, is the being near yon, and 
all my Crime is my Abſence. You may 
with Reaſon believe I am. guilty of ſome 
mighty Crime, ſince Heaven inflicts ſo 
great a Puniſhnent on me; and I don't 
wonder you · cndemn me, and xefuſe to 5 
ö g 4 t 
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the Defence of a Man who is ſo far from 
vou: All the Ladies in the World, as well 
Moors as Chriſtians, do generally act thus, 
I only-could wiſh, that in depriving me of 
your Friendſ}yp, you have not try'd todiſ. 
honour me too, nor taken the Pains to ac- 
cuſe me, in order to defend yourſelf. You 
had much better have follow'd the Example 
of Madam ——, and Mademoiſelle —- ; 
the firſt of whom, without alledging any 
Cauſe, breaks off all Correſpondence with 
me abruptly, thinking that it muſt come 
to that one Time or other; and the other 
deſerted me without any Noiſe, and hold- 
ing her Tongue, out of meer Lazineſs, ſays 
nothing at all of me, neither good nor bad. 
Yet, Madam, if you ſtill have ſo much 
Remains of Juſtice in you, as to believe one 
ſhould not leave his Friends, without ſome 
Pretence, I wonder you ſhould think of no 
better than that you alledge, You, who 
have ſo happy an Invention, and always 
gave fo much Probability to your Fables. 
Moreover, Madam, I think you don't 
judge favourably enough of the Letters I 
have written you, if you think thoſe I 
wrote to Monſieur Mandat are better; I 


make a quite different Judgment of yours; 


and tho I know nothing of the other Let- 
ters you have written, I would ſwear you 
never writ better. None but one who had 


ſo much Goodneſs as me, could ſpeak * 
311? | 0 
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of them; and none elſe. could: prevail upon 
himſelf, to praiſe the Satyrs which are made 
againſt him And, in Conſcience, a Mar, 
who. endures Injuries, fo patiently, very 
well deſerves Favour; and you ought to be 
aſnam'd to be ſo rigorous with one who 
bears it with ſo much Calmneſs, and is fo 


. 
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1 Should have burnt this Letter after I 
had receiv dyours, if I gave much Credit 
to what you ſay to me; hut I am ſo us d to 
get nothing but Hurt from you, that I don't 
know how to look for any Thing elſe; .and 
I ſuſpe& Danger even from Peace itſelf, 
when you offer it me. I could wiſh that 
there were ſome Sign of Reconciliation be- 
tween you and me, as there is between 
Heaven and Mankind; and that you had 
a Way to make me as certain of your Pro- 
. miſes, 


NE LE 2 


I receive it as you coul 


me of the Crimes e e ne 
ht, 
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miſes, as I am feaftul of your Threats 
'Yet 1 look upon it as'a good Omen, that 
Mademoiſelle, who had four ſome Days pai MN | 


« deſerted me, has began again to write toil | 


me; ſhe ſeems to me to be your Iris, and 


is the Rainbow which appears after a 
Storm. She did not ſhew herſelf, whilſt 
the Heavens were entag d againſt me, and 
it thunder'd and lighten d; and indeed, at 
ſo tempeſtuous a Time, nothing could have 
done me any Good, and I gave myſelf for 
gone. After this, Madam, I leave you to 
imagine, how glad I was to open my Eyes 
at y 0 Rays you were pleas'd to ſhoot upon 
ane amidſt fo much Darkneſs; but I own 1 


am not yet come thoroughly to myſelf. l 


know you often reconcile yourſelf to Pev- 
le, that, you may have the Pleaſure of 
reaking with them again. I am afraid 
the Light you ſhew me, is a falſe Light, 
and is only the Glance of a | Flaſh of 
Lightning, which, may be, will - ſhortly 
ſtrike me dead, If it be otherwiſe, and the 
Peace you are willing to grant me be real, 
rg with, and with 

ny Conditions you. ſhall pleaſe to anner 
to it. But, Madam, when I have done 
this, 1 would fain have you confeſs my 


„„ U l r N 
ocence, and own you never ſuſpected 
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to accuſe me. Till this 18 one, an 
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Fright, I can't make any Anſwer to what 
you alk me abaut Chocolate, nor talk of 
Comedies, when my Head as [1 of nothing. 
but Tragedies. Vet I could not help laugh- 
ing, when 1 read what you fay of Mon- 
ſicur de R, namely; that he frikes hike. 
Monſeun Amadis,,bimſelf., Let your, Elo- 
quence be arriv.d at never Þo.high a Pitch, 
L dont at all wonder at it, for I foreſaw it 
long ago: I am much more amaz d at your 
being grown plealant. Whatever you tell 
me of Madam de $ ——, I don't know how. 
to doubt her Eidelity. I own, tis a;,great 
Recommendation to her Lover, to be Rand- 
ſome, young, and à Gaſcen; but, for all 
this, you'll find ſhe'll be Fool enough not 
to leave me for him. I myſelt have 
known theſe ten Years, how ſhe uſes Men 
who are young and handſom; and as for 
his being a Gaſcon, thats a Qualification 
you would mot reckon among thoſe which 
may gain her Eſteem, it you remember'd 
that I told you formerly, ſhe faid,. by Way 
ot Ridicule, that Fellow's either a Gaſcon or 
a Picard, I dare ſay. I don't wonder you 
ſhould find admire in his Anagram; hut I find 
admin d in it too, and that's worſe yet. But 
come what will, Madam, I may have here, 
whenever I pleaſe; a Miſtreſs as handſom 
as the Infanta Briana, as amorous as Made- 
moiſe lle Arlanda, and as ſtrong and lage 


% 
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i:mb'd as Madam Gradaf laa. To be ſeri- 
ons, one of the moſt powerful Laſſes in all 
the ſeventeen Prouinces, has a Mind to 
ſtrike up a Friendſhip with me: But Mon- 
ſieur de Chaudebomie adviſes me not to ven- 
ture. In the mean Time I run this Letter out 
into too great a Length, when I meant but 
to ſay one Word; and Mademoiſelle 44 
won't T thinks it at all gallant, ſince I talk of 
Jo many other Perſons beſides you. But, 
Madam, how kind will you be, if for this 

you write me a pretty Letter? If you refuſe 
me this Favour, at leaſt grant me the o- 
ther which T beg of you, namely, to let 
me kno your Thoughts of me, and to in- 
form me, whether you have prolongd the 
four Years which you * „ me to live. 
You may do 2 ; but really yon 
= ks m RE ane for I am 

itely | 


Tonr, &c. 


The poor Devil will ſoon be well, -and 1s 
almoſt cur d already. I humbly thank the 
ſage Enchantrels for explaining the Adven- 
ture of Anaſtarax to me; I don't think any 


Thing was ever fo horrible as his Hell muſt 
be; and I fancy I ſee Cerberus, and the three 
Furies, with all their Adders abont them, 
in one ſingle Perſon : But what a Character 


2& amongſt all thoſe 
| To 


does 
wretched 9 ! 
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L under W great : Obi ations to 
Madam, de * . I ſhould be very 
much to blame, did I not ſpeak of her 
but in a Letter wherein I never mention 1 
your Mother, I think. might- forget all 


the World beſides. . I believe twas R writ 


the four Spam/h Lines about King Chiquto. 
I am not perfealy. well acquainted with 
her Hand; but I know the Air ſhe is us d 
to write with, which is ſo gallant, and fo 

articular to her, that tis impoſſible to be 
8 d in it, and no Body can imitate it. 
As for your Letters, Madam, let me tell 
you in private, and in a Style leſs lofty 
than the Beginning of. this Letter, and con- 
ſequently more credible, that all you ſend 
me now, ſurprize me. They are much bet- 
ter than thoſe for which 1 us'd to admire 
you ſo much formerly, and which Ithought 


the moſt beautiful in the World; 5 And tho 


I 2m not much addicted to Envy, I ſhould 
be very uneaſy, if twere à Man that Wane 


ſo well, Mademoiſelle Faulet has bee 


L 2 please 
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ꝓleas d to do me the Honour to write to me. 
Spain, have tir d her. I can ſoon amend in 
this Point, and I can much more eaſily for- 
bear writing too much to her, than I can 
loving her too much. I think the only 
Man J have never ſpoken of, is the only 
Man I never ought to ſpeak of; and it was 


| he etter to give him Proots.of my Diſcretion, 


Than of my Friendſhip. As Ho often ſpoke 
of thoſe about him, I thought he-could ne- 
ver imagine my leaving him out to be For- 
gectfulneſs, nor believe that I could forget 
A Man, whom I am for ſo many Reaſons 
vblig' to reſpect and ſerve more than any 
other, in the World. But I don't know 
why he ſhoald Tay, we ſhall have a great 
many Diſputes about the Spaniſh Tongue, 
upleſs remembering he has always had the 
better of me in every Argument we ever 
had with one another, and knowing the 


Pleaſure there is in difputing and conguer- 


ing, he is willing to prepare that Satisfa- 
ction for me againſt my Return, by attack 
ing me upon a Subject in which I muſt needs 
have the Advantage. I believe, Madam, 
you will forgive me all 1 have added in 
this Letter, fince twas for the Sake of Per- 


| oo whom You. love no leſs than y6u do 


urſelf. Pray give me leave once more 


to tell your Bfother, that: Ile ve Him as 
much as when 1 bid him adien, and that! 
we We. 4 — | 


am 
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am 15 moſt humble and moſt obedient Ser- 
vant. I again kiſs your Hands, Madam, 
for the Honour you have done me in uri 
ting to me. I was not ſo glad gat ſeeing, 
nylelf here, as I was at fincling your Let-, 
ter here; but if you are once more ſo kind 
to me, L had rather you would; write: leſs 
eloquently, and more amicably; for really 


vou frighten me; and when I ſee your WI it 


is ſo great, I fancy I can never come up to, 
it, nor obtain any Place in a Heart ſo no- 
ble. Amon z ſo many choice. Expreſſions, 
let there be ſome gracious ones:  Diſpel my 
Apprehenſions, — e in ſome n 
ſure, deter FOR Care ang! io N 
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175 Truth, how long is. at ince y you. 


have. had a Thought, whether the. 


four laſt Books of the ueid were Virgils, 


or no; or whether Terence writ Phormio? I. 


3 ſhould 


Lord of Hoffs. And indeed, the Conduct 
and | m4 Fortune with which you have ſav d 
our Army, is one of the greateſt Miracles 
that was ever ſeen in War; and all the 
Circumſtances of it ere ſo ſtrange, that 1 
ſhould put them into the Chapter cf; down- 
right Falſitres, if we had not ſueh good Wit- 
neſſes of it, and if I did not know that 
there are no Wonders, but what one may 
believe of you. The Joy this has given to 
all here whom yor love, is a Thing that 
can never be expreſs d. But yon may 
eaſily 1magine, my Lord, that thoſe who 
were formerly ravih'd with hearing you 
ſing, or make Verſes, muſt be infirately 
pleasd now they hear that you raiſe Sieges, 

take Towns, and beat Armies, and that 
our Chief Hopes in our Affairs, are fix'd upon 
your Perſon. Il aſſure you this is heard 


pan ns 
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could wiſh for; and tho you know nothing 


of it, your Arms make Conqueſts here, 


which are more deſirable than any you can 


make on t other Side the Mine, This ought 


to haſten your Return, be you never ſo am- 


bitious; for indeed, my Lord, à Battle is 


not now the moſt glorious Thing that can 
be gain d; and you yourſelf all own, 
that there are ſome Roſes of a Shoe more 


worth than nine Imperial Standards. Iam, 
Paris, DAob. 12. e My Lord, 5 4 6 . 


1635 · 
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+. To the ſame. 
LETTER INI 
Mx Lon, | 


Shew'd to Monſieur de St. H-——, to 
L Monſieur de S. R——, and to Monſieur 
8. A — that Part of your Letter where 
you ſpeak of the Prince's Servants: I can 
promiſe you they were not at all pleasd 
with it; and I know that Monſirur des Oucbhes, 
to whom I have not yet mention d it, 


— —— — 


Some Roſes of à Shoe; that it to ſay, ſome: Ladies ;, 


for in Voiture's Time, the Ladies wore Roſes upon Mr Shots +. 
fo that this. is only a gallant Way of expr:ſſing him ſe If. 1 


15 * 


Monſieur V,01TURE's Letters. 223 
in this Place with all the Satisfaction you - 


- 
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wont Hike it a bit better: S0 that if 1 had 
-a Mind to prepare myſelf againſt the Me- 
Baces you give me, you may imagme 1 
Mould not want Friends; and if I write to 
vou new, tis not fo much ont of Fear, as 

- out of a ſincere Affection, and the natural 
Inchnation 1 have to obey you. Beſidles 
thoſe I have nam d, there are other braver 
Perſons here, with whom it would be more 
dangerous to quarrel; who don't at all ap- 

| ee my taking Pains to give you Plea- 
ure, and who don't think it juſt you ſhould 
receive any when they are not with you. 
And really, my Lord, ſince your Abſence 
| croſſes all our Joys, it would be but equal 
T3 I you deſird no other than that of ſeeking 
| them again, and were capable of no Di- 
verſion till that Time came, This I can 
fay, all thoſe which we have here this 
Seaſon, do not hinder us from think- 


15 king of you, and wiſhing continually for 
$i your Return. 'The Cold arid Snows of the 
| Alſatian Mountains, make us ſhiver e- 


| very Day in the moſt crowded Aſſemblies; 
1 and the Terror of the Ambuſcades of the 
Crontians, gives us hourly Alarms in 
the Midſt of Faris. But, which is moſt 
if _  ſtrangeofall, and will, perhaps, to yon 


$1 ſeem incredible, Monſieur de B—, and 
| Monſieur de R, have, for your Sake, 
1 been melancholy at a Ball, and ſigh'd 


when the Violins have play d. 1 don't 


| know; 
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know, my Lord, what. you May. think of 
this, nor What Advantage you can draw 
from : But, for my Part, I am ſure, 19 4 
let them do what. they wall for you after '» 
this, they can never give you a greater: 
Proof of their Affection. Tother Day, 
as I was ſhewing the laſt Letter WO tr 
me the Honour to write to me, When 1 
came to that Part of it, where You, in- 
form us of your being juſt going, inſtead of 

into Alſatia, I read into Thracia. Jronazin, 
who you. know is not much addicted to 
be may d at any Thing, 'turnd as. pale as 
my Neckcloth, and cry'd in, an Amaze 
into Thrace, Sir! and another who ſtood 
by, tho' ſomething better acquainted. wit 

the Map, was nevertheleſs dilturb'd, I 
would wilhngly, my Lord, tell you m 
thing of your Sponſe; but I can't talk 0 
her, becauſe, nothing can be ſaid of he 
but Things incredible, and theres nothing 
in her now that can poſſibly be deſerib d. 
Every Thing you knew in her that Was 
lovely, admirable, and charming, has 
increas d hourly, . and. mew Treaſüres of 
Beanty, Generoſity, and Wit, are diſco- 
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ver'd in her every Day. Beſides, I can 
allure you, ſhe has had in your Abſence all 
the good Conduct yon could deſire. There a 
has indecd been ſpretd abroad a certain 
Report, which has, without doubt, given 
you {ome Suſpicion of her, (for I Low | 

L 5 yon - 
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* avs) and there is, I muſt own, a 
Spar of a good Family, and who, in Time, 
| Fa and poſſeſs a handſom Eſtate, who takes 
Ame little Pleaſure in ſeeing her: But for 
alk that, ſhe bas all the Sentiments of a, 
wile, prudent, Woman, and is juſt as I 
could have wiſh'd her. Really, my Lord, 
if your Heart is not grown very hard a- 
mong the Swedes, the Remembrance of all 
theſe Perſons, ought to make you impatient 
to return ; and whatever Charms there 
may be in Glory, you muſt not think it 
Has as many as them. Haſten your Jour- 
ney hither therefore as much as poſſible, 
und let your Ambition, at leaſt for Tome 
Time, be turn d towards them; for if V+ 
Cory ſhould carry you to the very Gates, 
of Frague, I don't think it would be at all 
for your Advantage, fince it would remove 
ou farther off. No Conqueſts on t'other 
ide the Rbine or Dambe ought fully to ſa. 
tisfy you, and all Ge: many is not worth 
one Suburb that lies more this Way. I 


2 My Lond, 


Tour, &c. 
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Lord, „ 
7 OU fancy one has nothing elſe to 
do, but to write, and you talk of it 
very much at your Eaſe: Lou have onhy 
twelve thouſand Men to command, and 
thirty thouſand to reſiſt: But if you had 
two or three Perſons that are here, to ſee 
and admire, you would not think one had- 
ſo much Time to ſpare. If you were in 
my Place, 1 dare ſwear you would not be 
a Bit more at Leiſure than Iam: I ſhould 


be heartily glad you were an it, that we 
might ſee how you would behave your ſelf, 


with that Condu& for which yon are fo 
much extoll'd, and that miraculous Pru- 


dence which has already extricated you: 


from ſo many Dangers. For I give' you 
Notice, Sir, that when you return from. 


Thoughts, you will have a more dangerous 
one to carry on, in which you will meet with 
Enemies much more brave and fierce than 


the Germans; and you, who, by your Wiſ⸗ 
dom, have lately 8 ſo many 2 
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the War, which now takes up all your 


rapped etters. 
of Lives, will then have much ado to e- 
feape your ſelf,” There's no retreating frem 
them; and the very Sight is enough to 
defeat you. There is, among the reſt, one 
Tron-Arm, who is the moſt terrible Crea- 
ture now. under the Sun. No Armour can 
reſiſt his Blows 3- he breaks all he touchcs; 
and the greateſt Barbarities of the Goa- 
tiaus, are not to be compar'd to his. Tis 
true, my] yrd, you know thoſe I talk of, 
and have already met them upon ſome Oc- 
caſions; but don't think to find them as 
you left them: Their Strength is lately 
.ancreasd, and their Power arriv'd at loch 
à Degree, that there is nothing now able 
to reliſt them. There does not paſs a Day, 
. wherein they do not make Conqueſts at 
the very Gates of Paris. They take, they 
Kill, they deſtroy every Thing that comes 
in their Way; and whilſt, you are taken 
up with detending the Frontiers, they ſet 
Fire ta the Heart of the Kingdom. Let 
don't let this make you afraid of return- 
ing; and ſince you have never had the 
leaſt Apprehenſion in ſo many Dangers, 
uherein any but you would have very 
much, don't begin to fear now; for tho 
they ſhew Mercy to NO Body, | N et 1 be- 
lieve they will grant Quarter to yon; and 
if you fall into their Hands, will treat 
vou with all the Favour that ought to be 
-ſhew'd to a Prifoner of your Merit. hs 
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far as I can find ont, they hope to make 
a Sight of you in that Condition; for 1 
can't imagine why they ſhould rejoyee ſo 
much as they do at your Victories, unleſs 
they thought yon would one Day honour 
theirs; and they will be extreamly proud 
to ſee at their Feet the Conqueror of * Ga- 
las, and to let the World know, that he 
who had been the Buckler of all France, 
could not ſhield himſelf from th Blow. 
This makes them wiſh for your Return 
with incredible Impatienee; and I dare 
confidently. affirm, there is no Man in 
France hom they ſo earneſtly deſire to 
have, as you... I tell you this, my Lord, 
that you may prepare for Your Defence, 
or at leaſt that you may not contract ſuch 
a Fondneſs fox the Title of Victor, as not 
to be able to bear the Loſs of it here. For 
wy Part, let what will befal you. at your 
Arrival, 4 own I; long till it comes; for 
I ſhall, have no Pleaſure, till I have the 
Happineſs to ſee you, and to tell you; in 
your Fire- Corner, the Cares, Uneaſineſſes. 
and Fears, into which you have put all 


bg 4 
your Friends. I am, 
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Gala waz one of the Generals of Ferdinand the 
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Y muſt have fome Mortifieation 


1 in your Triumphs; and fince you 
may have the Converſation cf Men of the 


Sword, whenever you pleaſe, you muſt, 


with Patience, endure, for a Moment, the 
Diſeburſe of a Man of the Pen. We at 


Faris can't endure you ſhould be in ſo 


much Joy at Metz; and ſince we can't hin. 
der it, we are at leaſt reſolvd to inter- 


rupt it. Vet I ſhonld not have been ſo 


bold as to undertake this Taſk; had I not 
been commanded by a Lady who can be 


 deny'd nothing, and whom even thoſe 
Vio are ſubmitted to by whole Armies 


with their Generals, would not be at all 


aſham d to obey. Ion, Sir, every Time that 


T fancy I ſee you with nine or ten Maitres 
de Camp about you, I pity Terence, Virgil, 
and my ſelf, and all thoſe Perſons here 
who wilh to be im your Remembrance; 
for I. dare ſay there is not a Baſtion in your 


| Town, tho never ſo little, but what you 
love a great deal more than you do me. 


Yet 


* 


r , v , , as a 


Yet I was afraid to murmur at this, 1 
conſiden d there were ſome who had a better 
Right to complain of it, and I was unwil- 
ling to be at Variance with a Man who, 
they ſay, has all the Troops of Mareſchal 
de la Force in his.Power, But ſince I am. 
ſpirited up to ſpeak, and there are People. 
here who will ſtand to all I write, I ſhan't 
be afraid to tell you, tis. a nile Thing: 
to think oMhat your Affection, whietv 
was ſo lately ſnand among the moſt amia- 


ble Perſons in the World, ſhould now be, 


as it were, given for Plunder. to Soldiers. I. 
am. no longer myſelf, when I confider that 
the Plaoe which: the moſt adorable  Crea- 
ture upon Earth had in your Heart, is per- 
haps now given to Colonel Ern; that 
Madam de C—, and: Mademoitelle de Ram-. 
bouillet, have loſt theirs to ſome Aid de Camp, 
er Serjeant-Major, and that mine may he 


beſtow'd upon a beggarly Corporal. This 


Thought, my Lord, has thrown us all here 


into an Affliction which tis impoſſihle to 
expreſs: There 1s. but one that remains 
conſtant, and ſhe maintains we wrong: you 


in entertaining any ſueh Suſpicions of you. 
The Lady I ſpeak of, is fair and fat, gayer 
and handfomer than the fineſt Days in this 
Seaſon, and ſuch as you could hardly equal 
in the whole Country of Meſfna. She has 
Eyes, in which one would think there were 
the Light of the whole World, a Com- 
9 ; plexion 
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8 nach makes every Thing elſe look 


lack, and a Mouth which all the Mouths : 


in the World can never ſufficiently praiſe, 
fullof Charms, and which never opens but 
with Wit and Judgment. You may eaſily 
judge, by my Deſcription of her, that ſhe's 
a Beauty very different from Queen Ejj- 
charis; but tho ſhe is not a Gypſy, as that 
PEP is, ſhe is nevertheleſs as. great a 
Thief as if ſhe were. In hggyvery Infan- 
* ſhe robb d the Snow and Ivory of their 

Vhiteneſs, and the Pearls of their Clear- 
neſs and Luſtre; ſhe. robb'd the Stars of 
their Beauty and Light; and there does not 
paſs à Day, but ſhe, ſteals ſome Ray from 
the Sun, and adorns herſelf with it in the 
Face of the whole World. Laſtly, in an 
Aſſembly which was met at the Louvre, ſlie 
robb'd all the Ladies of their Gracefulneſs 
and Splendor, and the Diamonds which 
they Wore, of their Brightneſs ;. nay, ſhe 
did not ſpare the very Jewels of Hu ha 
Crown, but took away the. choicelt and 
moſt brilliant of them. Vet tho every 
Body knows of her Violence, no Body op- 
poſes it, ſhe with Impunity does Whatever 


the pleaſes; and tho there are Fellows at 


Paris, who would not ſcruple to ſeize even 
a, Duke the very next Day after he was 
f 


marry'd, yet there are none ſo bold as to 


undertake to _ interrupt her Courſe. She 
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not the Suſpicions of you which others 
have; and that, in Return for this Favour, 
the expects you would ſend her fix of the 
triumphal Arches that were left after your 
Entry, four Dozen of publick Acclamations, 
and the poetical Works of the Laudgraue 
of Heſſe. I would adviſe you to perform, 
to a Tittle, whatever ſhe deſires of you; 
and, above all Things, to avoid being at 
Variance with her; for if ſhe' reſolves 
to do you a Miſchief, all your Guards can 
never keep you ſafe from Her. Metx is not 
a Place ſtrong enough to defend you againſt 
her Power. But, my Lord, I forget that I 
detain you too long from your numerous 
Affairs; and, if I ſtretch out my Letter 
any farther, Fam afraid you Il be fore d to 
deter reading it till a Peace is concluded. 
Vet I ſnould be very ſorry, if you did not 
read the End of it, ſince what moſt nearly 
concerns me, is, for you to read the 


ſerious Proteſtations I make, that of all 


thoſe who have recerv'd Favours of yon, 
none is with more Zeal and Reſpect, 
ie My Lord, er een ita 
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IETER LXIX- | 


R * 1 88 
1 Have forgot all that I I Would ſay "ARR 
to whom you would reconcile me, and l 
| aſſure "ris not becauſe I have ſlept ſince; 
F E am ſorry to have fo little Coneern tor. a 
ll Perſon ſo well recommended to me ; and 
1 that not being able to afford her any Room 
1 an my" Affection, the had no more in my 

l Memory. It's that Part of my Soul in 

1 which I may with moſt Juſtice allow — 2 
| || Place, being that which is moſt oppoſite to 
1 the Judgment, and wherein Things peſt 
1 are laid up. But if I ſay any Thing obli- 
__ ging to her after Dinner, ſhe Fall not be 
| able to complain that I talk to her by 
| Heart; * I find that Im ſo much a Stran. 
| ger to. all that I have to ſay to her, that if 
| you do not quickly relieve me, you {hall 
ſee that I know no more than you, either 
the Words or Time. I wiſh you knew no 
better that of your Departure: For with- 
Wi out lying. I have not Ccurage to endure 
the bare Thought of i it, which ſtifles in m 
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all others. When I think that to Morrow 
you will be no longer here, I am ſurpria d 
that I am. to Day in the World; and I am. 
ready to confeſs to yon, that there is ſome. 
Fiction in this Love which I teſtify, when 


1 conſider that I yet breathe, and that my 


Grief has not yet finiſh'd* my Days. O- 


thers have loſt their Speech, and eonfin'd. 


themſelves to the Solitudes of Agypt, for 
leſs Misfortunes than mine. I own that I 
could not go ſo far from you, to vent my 
Grief; but J am, methmks, to be excus d 
for not ſceking a Cell in the Deſarts of 


Agypt, ſince 1 hope for a Place in that 


which you ate making, It is this Hope 
only which keeps me in the World, and 
my Life hangs only on this Expecta- 
tion. I know not whether all that I here 
fay, be within the Bounds of a paſſionate 
Friendſhip; but you cannot accuſe me of 
ſpeaking too mtellizibly,” ſince all my 
Words will bear a Fouble Conſtruction 
nor complain that I do not write to you in 
fuch Terms as you deſire, ſince I never met 
with the Perſon that ſhonld inform me what 
thoſe are. So long as ſome Allowance is 
made for my Failings, and that I may tell 
you ſome Part of my Thoughts, I ſwear to 
you,by the ſame Affection that I did Yeſter- 
day, that the only Folly I ſhall ever be 
guilty of, ſhall be always to love the moſt 
amiable Perſon that ever was, and _—_ 
| wil 
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will be content to be hated by yon, when 


ma very well judge, Madam, how ex: 
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ever L offer you my Friendſhip. + + 
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| —— thought Ic ' Id poſſibly have 
been afflicted at receiving a Eetter from 


von, or that you could tell me any News 
ſo bad, as not to be able to comfort me for 


them at the ſame Time. I fancy d my 


Misfortunes were arrivd at too high a 
Pitch, ever to increaſe; and after you had 
ſhewn yourſelf able to make me ſometimes 
endure with Patience the Abſende of, your 
Mother and yourſelf, I believ'd there was 
nothing but what you could teach me to 


endure. But forgive me, if I tell yo.. 


that I found the contrary in the Affliction 
Twas ſtruck with for the Death of Madam 
Aubry, which was really heavy enough to 
ſink me with its Weight, and had lik d to 
deſtroy the little Patience I had left. You 


ceſſively 
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ceſſively it muſt grieve me to loſe a Friend 
fo good, ſo eſtimable, and perfeck as the 
was, and one who; after having given mne 
ſo many Tokens of good Will, was pleas d 
to give me more in the very laſt Hours of 
her Life. But even tho' Fdill not conſider 
my own Intereſts, I e6al{ not help infi- 
nitely regretting a Perſon by whom you 
were infinitely belovd, and WHo, among a 
great many other extraordinary Gifts, had 
that of knowing your Worth as much as it 
is poſſible to do it, and eſteeming you a- 
bove all Things in the World beſides. 
Yet I muſt contefs, if 1-can' receive any 
Comfort in this Misfortune, tis in flew 4 
dering the Fortitude ſhe ſhew'd, and the 
Firmneſs with which ſhe went thro' a Thing 
whoſe very Name usd always to make her 
tremble. It gives me very great Conſo- 
lation, to hear that ſne had at her Death 
the only good Qnalities that ſhe wanted in 
her Life-time; and could call up her Reſd- 
lation and Courage upon ſo proper an Oc- 
caſion. And indeed, when I ſedately re- 
fleet upon this, I make it a Point of Con- 
ſcience to forbear bemoaning her, and think 


'is Joving her with too much Self. inte. 
8 


reſtedneſs, to be ſorry for her having left 
us in order to be more happy, and for her 
being gone itfto the orher World * to find 
that Repoſe which here ſhe could never ob- 
tan.” 'Preceive with'alF Gratifirde the Ad- 
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vice you give me to ſtudy ſo uſeful and. ne- 
ceſſary a Leſſon as often as 1 am able, and 
to prepare myſelt to do what ſhe has done 
already. The ill Fortune which has hi- 
therto perſu d us, is 10 {mall Perſwaſive to 
us to follow your Counſel. Nothing ſo 


much encourages one to die, as the having 


no Pleaſure in this Life. But if the Hopes 
which Fortune now gives us a View of, 
ſhould happen to ſucceed; if, after ſo ma- 
ny Years of Miſery, we are yet to have 
ſome Mays of Happineſs; I muſt beſeech 
you, Madam, to let me have ſome Thoughts 
more gay than thoſe of Death; and if [ 
mall ſhortly ſee you again, as it is now 
ee may, yon muſt pardon me if I 
have not yet - a- while an Averſion for the 
World. When you tell me, you believe I 
am deſtin d to ſomething great, you make 
me expect ſomething better in the future 
Part of my Life, than to deſire to have it 
end fo ſoon. For my part, I can aſſure 


you, that if Deſtiny does promiſe me any 


Thing good, I ſhan't be wanting on my 
ſide to promote it. but ſhall do all I can 
to co-operate with it, and to render my ſelt 
deſerving of your Propheſies. In the mean 
Time, I moſt humbly. beg you to believe, 
that of all the Favours I can deſire of For- 
tune, I wiſh, for nothing more earneſtly, 
than that ſhe would do for you as ſhe 
ought, and put at in my Power 0 
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let you ſee with how much Sincerity I a 
MA Dan, be Wl dds 12 
Tours, &c. 

Pray, Madam, give me leave to thank 
my Lady, your Mother, for the Honour 
{he does me in remembering me: when ſhe - 
informs me by your Hand, that ſhe- al- 


ways admires in Silence} ſhe inſtructs me 
how J ought to reſpect Her. i 8 
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To the fame. To thank her for ba. 
ing gotten bim a Place. 
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MAaDad till ls fn? had, es tht 
|| Think I ought at leaſt to give you a-Let- 

ter for the Patent yon have ſent me, 
and let the Words I write be never ſo pro- 
per, or well choſen, they will not be ſo 
rich as thoſe you have obtain d for me, 
ſince theſe latter are worth ten Thouſand 
Crowns. Monſteur de Pay-Lanrens diſpatch'd 
this Buſineſs for me with all the Care and 
Expedition that could be defir'd, 1 Anke 

4 inde 


— 


240 Monſieur VOLT Uk 5/Letters. 
indeed, that he who, had done fo, many 


Things for the Ladies, would not fail (o 


ſerve the perfecteſt of the whole Sex, upon 
ſuch an Occaſion, and that the moſt charm- 
ing Mouth in the World, would not be o- 
pen d in my Favour, in vain. Since this 
good Fortune has happen d to me, I. fancy 
there is none ] can miis of, and that of being 
wealthy is the leaſt that can fall to me, ſince 
you wath I may be happy. Let, tho I am 
not much us d to be concern d about any. 
thing that regards my Eſtabliſhment, 1 
own I receiv'd this piece of good Fortune 
with very great Joy, and ſhould have 
thought my {elf too much ſelf. intereſted up. 
on this Occaſion, did I not know that your 
having precur'd me this Benefit, was what 
made it moſt dear to me. And indeed, 
thoſe who count Wealth among the Things 
that are indifferent, do.not put your Fa. 
vour upon the ſame Foot; and fer my Part, 
I think 1 ought not to reckon that among 
the Gocds ct Fortune, which I became po: 
ſeſs d ef thro the Interoeſſion of Virtus 
1 believe, Madam, Imay call you by that 
Name, without ſpeaking improperly, and 
af what Ichear of yqu, be true, that Apel 
lation would fit yourguch more aptly, than 
ttmqe Name u are call d by at preſent. At 
_ leaſt; ſhe never ſhew'd herſelf to the World 
40 lovely as ſhe appears in you; and thoſe 
whe Were formerly acquainted with hes 
Bobirt 9 9 85 an 
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and ſaid, that all Mankind would be in 
Love with her, if ſhe ſuffer d herſelf to be 
ſeen naked, would have thought her much 
more Charming, had ſhe been cloathd with 
your Perſon. And really, when I reflect up- 
on the Miracles it is full of, and the many 
Graces Heaven has adorn'd you with, I 
think that the Favour I now thank you 
for, is the very leaſt you ever did me: I. 
look upon the Place you ſometimes give. 
me in your Cloſet, to be more valuable 
than that you have got for me; and you 
can never do me any Kindneſs. greater, 
than permitting me to {ee and talk with 
you. Yet, Madam, I don't know but this 
laſt may be more eſtimable than it ſeems. 
to be; and ſince I am at preſent 
ignorant who you have given me to, 

tis poſſible the Service: ae done me, 

may be greater even than you imagin d; 

for perhaps you have given me to a Miſtreſs 

who deſerves to be Miſtreſs of the whole 
World, whoſe Soul may be noble, amiable, 
and liberal, whoſe Heart may be great 
and - generous, whoſe Perſon may be ac- 

compliſhd and charming, and who may 
have thoſe ſecret Charms for all Mankind 
in general, which every one of them in 
particular admires in the Perſon he loves. 
Perhaps her Wit may be above every 
Thing that can be imagin'd, full of Fire 
and Jugment, pleaſing and innocent as that 
Vol. I. M of 
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of Angels; The may be learn'd in ſeveral 
Sciences, underſtand three or four Langua- 
ges, know the Situation of the whole 
Earth, as well as that of the petit Luxem- 
Hourg, be acquainted with the Motions cf 
the Heavens, and with the Name and 
Place of all the Stars, and yet not know 
ov them ſo beautiful or fo bright 
as her felf.. Pray, Madam, give me Leave 
to wiſh it may happen thus; for Tam, 


Blois, the 5th Madam, 


eee eee eee 
To Mademoiſelle de RAMBOUNLLET: 
OCT TER DXA. 


 Mapan,. 5 
85 nce my Addreſſes to you are all honon- 
D :rably-meant, I think there is no ſort of | 
Gallantry which I may not ſafely practiſe; 
and having troubFd you formerly with my 
Verſes, I conclude there can be no great 
Harm in ſending you a Noſegay. Tis a Pre- 
ſent which the Gods have ſometimes vouch- 
ſuaf d to receive from Men: And ſince 
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Flowers are the pureſt and nobleſt Product. 
ions of the Earth, to whom enn they be 
offer d with more juſtice, than to your 
ſelf? At leaſt, you ought to love em for 
this Conſideration, that there is not ene 
Flower amongſt em all, whoſe Beauty is 
not accompany d by ſome efficacious Vir- 
tue; but tho they are the Daughters of 
Sol and Aurora, and out- rival Pearls and 
Diamonds in their Luſtre, I am confident 
they will loſe all their Brightneſs as ſoon 
as they come near you; youll foon make 
it appear that the Beauties of the Earth are 
not to be compar d with thoſe ef Heaven. 
I preſume, Madam, that youll" give me 
leave to call yours ſo; and, ſince you re- 
preſent Heaven in every reſpect, that you 11 
not deny it the Honour of having produc d 
ſo excellent a Perſon. It were too great an 
Advantage to the Things below to liſt you 
in the Number: And ſince we are com- 
manded to deſpiſe em, is it not reaſonable 
to believe yeu are not to be reckon'd a- 
mong them, ſince you command the E- 
ſeem and Affection of all that ſee you, 
and make all ſubmit- to your Yoak; that 
pretend to be rational? I ſee What Conſe- 
quence you may draw from this, if you 
thibk ne ens of her CH; et Nadin, 
J conjure you to believe that the Higheſt 
Effect your Charms —_ produc'd in me, 
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is that of Admiration; and Aut“ Iam vun 
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_ 2045 retaken. 75 the Spaniards, by 


_ the, King's Army z being a Character 
of: . jo Cardinal e and 


4 5 Res of bis Conduct. 
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Ourn L love 3 and after I 

had endur'd, for two Months together, 
your laughing at me, upon account "of the 
good Hopes 1 had of our Affairs, had heard 
you condemn the Conduct of them, be- 
cauſe the Event happen d to be croſs, and 
ſeen. you Triumph for the Victories of our 
Enemies; it gives me ar great Pleaſure 
that I am now able to tell you we have 


retaken Corbie. This News will certainly 
amaze you, as well as all Europe; and you 
will wonder how 3 at happens that a "von 

whom 
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whom you think ſo wiſe, and who have 
particularly the Quality of taking great 
Care to keep what they have won, mould 
ſuffer a Place to be retaken, upon which it 
might eaſily be imagimd, the whole En- 
deavours of the War would fall, and the 
defending or taking of which would, for 
that Campaign, give the Honour of the 
Arms to one Side or tother; nevertheleſs 
we are Maſters of if. Thoſe who had been 
thrown into it, were very glad the King 
would give them Leave to march out; and 
quitted with ſoy thoſe Fortifieations which 
they had rais d, and under which they ſeemd 
reſolv'd to periſh. I deſtre, therefore, you 
would conſider what has:heen the End of 
this Expedition, which hath made ſo much 
Noiſe. *Tis three Years ſince firſt the Ene- 
mies form'd this Defign, and threaten'd ns 
with this Storm. Spain and Germany had 
us d their utmoſt Efforts in order to it; the 
Emperor had ſent his beſt Commanders, 
and his beſt Cavalry; the Army of Flan- 
ders had furniſſid all its beſt Troops; from 
all theſe is formed an Army of five and 
twenty Thouſand Horſe; fifteen Thouſand 
Foot, and forty Pieces of Cannon. This 
Cloud, big with Lightning and Thunder, 
comes to break over Picardy, which it ſinds 
unprepar d, all our Arms being employ d 
elſewhere. They preſently take Capelle and 
Caſtelet; they attack and take Corbie in nine 
NWS „ Days 
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Days Time. This makes them Maſters of 
the River; they paſs it; they ravage all 

they find between the Somme and the Oiſe; 

and whilſt no body reſiſts them, they va- 
liantly keep the Field, kill our Pealants, 
and burn our Villages. But upon the very 
firſt Advice that is brought them, of the 
Kings Brother's adyancing with an Army, 
and himſelf following, they retire, they 
intrench themſelves behind. Corbie; and 
when they hear that we don t ſtop, but march 
againſt them as faſt as poſſible, cur Con- 
querors run away from their Intrenchments: 

Tnhaſe brave, thoſe; warlike Nations, who 

vou ſay are born to command the whole 

World, fly ſrom an Army which they ſaid 
_ was made up of nothing but our Coach men 
and Foot: men: And thoſe very Men who 

were fo confident, that they talk d of piei- 

cing thro' France to the very Pyrenaan 

Mountains, threaten d to plunder Paris, 

and to pull down from the very Church of 

Netredame, the Standards taken from them 

in the Battle of Avein, do permit us to make 

Lines of Circumvallation round a Place of 

the utmaſt Importance to them; give us 

Time to build Forts there, and afterwards 
let us attack it and take it by Force, before 
their Faces. This is the End of the Bra- 
vadoes of Picolomimi, who ſent to tell us b 
his Trumpets, at one Time, that-hewiſhd 
we had Powder; and at another, that 19 


» 
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had Cavalry; and when we had them, he 
fairly turns Tail and marches off. So that, 
beſides Capelle and Caſtelet, which are not 
worth ſpeaking of, all the Fruit this migh 
ty, this victorious Army has produce d, is 
the taking Carbie, in order to reſtore it in- 
to the King's Hands with a Coumterſeatp, 


6 three Baſtions, and three Half · Moons more 
than it had before. If they had taken ten 
or a dozen more of our Towns, with the 
ſame Succeſs, our Frontier would be im a 


much better Condition, and they would 
. have fortify d it better, than thoſe have 


0 hitherto done to whoſe. Care it is com- 
e mitted. Do you think, Sir, that the reta- 
d king of Amiens was a bit mare iniportant, 
n or more glorious than this? Then the 
0 Power of the Kingdom was not taken oft 
. elſewhere ; all our Forces were joyn d to- 
by ether, and all France. ſat down beiore one 
3s, Place. Here, on the contrary, we hal 
of this Town to retake, in the Height of an in- 


m finite Number of other Affairs, Which preſs'd 
us on all Sides; at a Time when the State 

ſeem d to be exhauſted of every Thing, and 

in a Seaſon wherein, beſides Men, we had 


ds the Heavens to fight with. And whereas, 

Ye before Amiens the Spaniards had not an Ar- 

ra- my, till. ive Months after the Siege, to 

by make us raiſe it 3 they had one of forty 
h'd Thouſand Men at Corbae, before the Siege of 


it was begun; ſo that if this Event does not 
M 4 make 
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make you a good French Man; at leaſt, I 
dare ſay it will provoke you againſt the 
Spaniardt, and make ycu aſham'd you 
ſhould ever take a liking to a People who 
have ſo little Vigour, and can turn their 
Advantages to no better Uſe. Meau time, 
thoſe who' out of Hatred to them who 
are at the Helm, grow to hate their Coun- 
try; and who, fo they could but ruin one 
Man, did not care if they ruin d all France, 
thoſe, I ſay, turm d to Ridicule all the Prepa- 
tations we made in order to apply a Remedy 
to this Surpriſe. When the Troops we had 
levyd here mareh'd towards Ficardy, they 
cry d they were Victims intended to be ſa- 
erific d to the Enemy; that our whole Ar- 
my weuld be hroke at the firſt Shock; and 
that the Soldiers, being unusd to War, 
would run away the Moment they ſaw the 
Spamards. Then, when the Treops we 
were fo much threaten'd with, were retird, 
and we had taken a Reſolution to bleek u 
 Corbie, this Deſign too was condemn. 
People ſaid, to be ſure the Spaniards had 
provided it with all Things neceſſary, ha- 
ving had two Months Leiſufe to do it in, 
and that we ſhould ſpend before this one 
Place; the Lord knows how many Millions 
of Gold, and a great many ſtout and brave 
Men, and not take it neither may be, in 
leſs than three Years Time. But when it 
was reſol v d to attack it by Force, tho deep 
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in the Month of November, then the whole 


Nation in general was in an Uproar. Thoie 


who meant well, conteſs it to be a mad 
Project; butthe reſt cry d out, the Miſtry - 
were afraid our Soldiers would not die ſait 

enough with Miſery and Hunger, and 
therefore they had a mind to drown them 
in their own; Trenches. For my Part, tho 


I knew the Inconveniencies y. neceſſa- 
rily enſue; upon Sieges, that, are begun at 


ſuch a Seaſon ef the Year,; 1, ſuſpended my 
Judgment. I behev'd that thoſe who had 
been the Promoters of this Undertaking, 
had ſeen the ſame Things which I , and 
had beſides ſeen other Things which I did 
not ſees; that they would neves, without 
Grounds, engage in the diege of a Place; up- 
on which the Eyes of all Chriſtendom were 
bent; and the very firſt Moment that I was 
credibly infum d of its being attack d,. 1 
no longer doubted but it would be taken. 
For tho we ha ve indeed e : 
the Lord Cardinal to be deceiy'd. in thoſe .: 
Things which he tranſacted by others; vet 
we never knew him fail in thoſe Enterpri- 
ies, which he put his own. Hand to execute, 
and which he fupported with his Preſence. 
For this Reaſon: I was of Opinion that he 
would overcome all manner of Diffieulties, 
and that he who had taken Rochelle, in, ſpite 
of the Ocean, could eaſily take Con he, in 
ſpate ci the Rains and the Winter. at . 
225 BE: $ We i 
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ſince we have happen d to ſpeak of him, 
and 1 have not dard to doit theſe three 
Months, pray giveme Leave; in the Deject. 
jon Wherein this News has Nou, to tell 
an my Thoughts of him. 

I am none of thoſe, who, having A De 
fig, as you ſay; to turn Elogiums into 
Places, make Miracles of all the Lord Car- 
dafs Actions, exalt his Praiſes above 
What a mortal Man ought to pretend to, 
and out of their Zeal for him, would fain 
make the World believe Things which are 
utterly incredible. Neither am I fo mean 
ſpirited as to hate a Man'becauſe he is a- 
wil others; nor do I ſuffer my ſelf to be 

carryd away with the Tide of the Love 
or Hatred of the Publick, which I know to 
be generally very unjuſt, I look upon him 
without either Prejudice or Favour, and ſee 
him with the ſame Eyes wherewith he will 
be beheld by Poſterity. But when, two 
Hundred Years hence, thoſe who came after 

ſhall read in cur Hiſtory, that Cardinal 
5 jchelien demoliſh'd Rochelle, ſuppreſs d He- 
reſy, and'by one ſingle Treaty, as with a 
Net, gain'd Thirty or Fort ny of its Towrs 
at one ſwoop; when they fliall hear that 
in the time of his Miniftry, the Engliſh 
were beaten, Pignerol conquer d, Cazal ſuc- 
cour'd, all Lorrain joyn'd to this Crown, 
the greateſt 1 Part of Nlſetia ſubjected to our 

3 Power ; the Spaniards defeated at at 

an 
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and Avein; when they ſhall ſee that, fo 
long as he was at the Helm of Affairs, 
France had not one Neighbour which it did 
not win Places from, or defeat in Battle; 
if they have any Drop of French Blood in 
their Veins, or the leaſt Love for their 
Country's Glory, can they read theſe Things 
without having an Eſteem for him? And do 
you think they will Value him Ser the 
leſs, becauſe in his Time ee 
were paid a little later, and-a few new Of 
ficers were put into the Eſtabliſhment? All 
great Things:muſt coſt a great deal; great 
Efforts diſhearten, . and ſtrong Medicines 
weaken; but if we may look upon States 
as immortal, and conſider future Conveni- 
ences as if they were preſent, we ſhall fin 
that this Man, who is accus d .of having 
ruin'd France, has ſavd it a great man, 
Millions, by the ſole taking of Rochelle, 
which, for two Thouſand Tears hencefor- 
wards, in all Minorities of Kings, in à 
the Diſcontents of Great Men, and in a 
Oecaſions o Revolt, would never have 
taild to rebel, and would have oblig d us 
to be at an everlaſting Expence This 
Kingdom had but two Enemies Which it 
needed to fear, the Hugonots and the Spant- | 
ards, My Lord Cardinal, upon his a 


, oy # +. 4 . + 


trance into Affairs, took it in his: Mind te 
min them both. Could he have form d 


beige more glorious and more uſFfal?, One 
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of them he has brought about, and has not 


79 5 Fniſh d the other; but if he had fail d 
in the fitſt, thoſtwho now ery that 'twas a 
Refolutzth vut of Seaſon, and above our 
Forces, as Experience has prow d, to attack 
Spain; ci 5 not in the ſame manner 
Fae condemn'd the Deſign of rooting out 
t Bo {mich Would 1 not have ſaid 
s Madneſs, to renew ar Undertaking 
Ws three of our Kings had already 
Id, and which the late King durft never 
chin of? And wonld they not ia ve conchu- 
ded, as falſly 2s they 986 now in this At- 


fair, that the Thing was not feaſible, on- 


ty becaufe it had not yet been done ? But, 
pray, Wes ir his Fault or Fortune's, that 
this Deſign was not effected? Let us con- 
fider the Means he usd to bring it about, 
Je the Engines he ſet at work. Let us ſee 

how narrowly he miſt rooting up that great 
15 5.5 the Houſe of Auſtria, and how he 

ook the very Roots of that Trunk, which, 
with two Branches, over. ſpread the N. orth 
ae Vel, and gives Salden to all the reſt 
of the * He ſetch'd from the very 
Pole that Hero whoſeem'd born to ſet ĩt on 
fire, and hew it down. This was he Who 
All'd Germany with Lightning and Thunder, 
and was bench over = whole World. But 
when this Storm was diſpers'd, and For- 
tune bad parry d off the Blow, was he at 
3 lefs vigorous? And did not he onee 


More 
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more put the Empire in greater Danger 
than ever it was in even by the Loſs ot 
the Battle of Lipſwic and Lutzen ? His Ad- 
dreſs and Practices all of a ſudden brought 
an Army into the very Heart of Germany, 
with a Leader who had all the Qualities. 
neeeſſary to make an Alterat ion in a State. 
But if the King of Sweden run himſelf far. 

ther into Danger, than a Man of his De- 
ſigns and Condition ought to do, and if the 
Duke of Hidtland, deferring his Enterprize 
too long, ſuffer d it to be diſcover d; could 
he enchant the Bullet which kill'd the for- 
mer in the midſt of his Victory, or make 
the latter Proof againſt the Blows of a Per- 
tuiſan? If after all this, to eonelude the to- 
tal Deſtruction of our Affairs, the Captains 
who commanded the Army of our Allies 
before Norlimghen, gave the Attack at a 
wrong Time; was it in the Power of the 

Lord Cardinal, who was at two Hundred 
Leagues Diſtanee, to make them change 
this Reſblution, or to reſtrain the Precipi- 

tation of thoſe, who for an Empire, which 

was the Prize of this Victory, would not 
ſtay three Days? Thus you ſee that For- 

tune, in order to ſave the Houſe of Auſtria; 

and fruſtrate the Deſigns of the Cardinal, 
which are now call'd raſh, was forc'd to 
work three Miracles, I mean, to bring a- 
bout three great Events, which were not 

at all likely to happen; the Death 1 
n . E 8 
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King of Sweden, that of the Duke of Frid- 


land, and the Loſs of the Battle of Nor- 
liug hen. You: will tell me: that he cant 
jnſtly complain of Fortune, for having 
croſs d him in theſe few Things, ſince ſhe 
had ſervd him fo faithfully upon ſo many 
other Oecaſions; that twas he who ſut- 
fer d him to take Towns, tho he never be- 
ſieg d any before; who made him command 
Armies with Succeſs, tho he had no Expe- 
rience; who always led him, at it were, 
by the Hand, and fav'd him from the Pre- 
cxpices to which: he had run himſelf, and 
to conclude, who has often made him ſeem 
bold, wiſe and prudent. Let us therefore 
view him in ill Fortune, and examine whe- 
ther he has had leſs Boldneſs, Wiſdom and 
Prudence. Our Affairs did not go over- 
well in Italy; and as tis the Fate of France 
to Win Battles and loſe Armies, ours was 
very mach diminiſh'd ſince the laſt Vict- 
ory: that it had gain d over the Spaniards, 
We had no better Succeſs before Dole, 
where the Length of the Siege made us fear- 
ful of an unfortunate Iſſue; when, pre- 
{ently we were informed, that the Enemy 
was enter d Picardy, had taken Capelle, Caſte- 
let, and Corhie, and that thoſe three Places, 
which in all Appearance would have de- 
tain d them ſeveral Months, did hardly 
take them up eight Days. Every Thing is 
on Fire to the Banks of the River Oe 
T4573 | 10 
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from our Suburbs we can ſee the Smoke of 
the Villages that are burnt; every body is 
alarm d, and the Capital of the Kingdom 
is in a panick Terror Upon this, Advice 
is brought from Burgundy, that the Siege of 
Dole was rais d; and from Kaintonge, that 
there are fifteen Thouſand Peaſants revolt- 
ed and in the Field, and that tis fear d 
Poitou and Guyenne will follow their Exam- 
ple. III News pours in upon us; the Hea- 
vens are clouded on all Sides; the Storm 
beats us on all Parts; and not the leaſt Ray 
of good Fortune ſhines upon us. Did this 
Gloomineſs make my Lord Cardinal e er 
the leſs clear ſighted ? Did he not hold the 
Rudder in one Hand and Compaſs in 
tother? Did he throw himſelf into the 
Skiff to ſave himſelf? And if it were de- 
creed that the great Ship which he ſteer d 
muſt periſh, did he not plainly ſhew, that 
he was reſolv'd to die before the reſt? Was 
it Fortune that conducted him out of this 
Labyrinth, or was it his own Prudence, 
Conſtancy, and Magnanimity? Our com- 
mon Enemies are fifteen Leagues off of Pa- 
ris, and his particular ones are in it. We hear 
every Day of ſome Practices or other to de- 
ſtroy him. France and Spain ſeem to con- 
ſpire with each other againſt him. Amidft 
all this, how did that very Man appear, 
who, as People ſaid, was confoundedat the 
leaſt ill Succeſs, and who had caus d a Ha- 
ak ven 
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ven to be fortify d, to which he might run 
at the firſt adverſe Fortune? All this did 
not make him take one Step backwards ; 
Anis Thoughts ran upon the Dangers of the 
State, and net upon his own; and all the 
Alteration that was ſeen in him was that, 


whereas before he us d to go abroad accom- 


panyid with two Hundred Guards, he was 
never now attended by above five or ſix 
Gentlemen. Adverſity; when ſupported 
with ſo good a Grate, and with ſo much 
Fortitude,” is more engaging than the 
reateſt Proſperities and Victories. In my 
pinion he was not fo great and triumphant 
the Day he made his Entry into Roc belle, 
as he was then; and the Journies he took 
to the Ar ſenal, ſeem to me more glorious 
for him, than thoſe he took beyond the 
Mountains, and from which he return d 
with Pignerol and Suſa. Open your Eycs 
then, I beſeech you, to ſo much Bright - 
neſs; no longer hate a Man who is happy 
in revenging himſelf upon his Enemies; 
and give over bearing II- will to one who 

knows how to turn it to his Glory, and 
who endures it with fo much Courage. 
Quit your Party before that quits yon; 
for a great many of thoſe who us d to hate 
the Lord Cardinal, are converted by the 
laſt» Miracle he wrought; and if the War 
ends, as there is great Reaſon to hope it 
will, he'll ſoon find a Way to win Wan 

5 N 


Yoo 


pp My £, pw tw ej , Y ww a ea nee a mn ] We" ON an ONES, DI 4 


V 


"Monſieur VorTURE's Letters. 257 
the reſt. ' He has Wiſdom and Experience 
enough to teach him what is beſt, and will 
turn all his Deſigns to the making this 
Kingdom the moſt flouriſhing of all, after 
having made it the moſt dreaded. He will 
aſſume a ſort of Ambition which is more 


noble than all others, arid'which none be- 


ſides have thought of, namely, to make 
himſelf the beſt and moſt belov'd Man in 
the Kingdom, and not the greateſt and moſt 


fear d. He knows that the moſt noble and 


moſt laſting Conqueſts are thoſe of Hearts; 
that Laurels are Plants which” bear no 
Fruit, and do only give a Shade at moſt, 


but are not to be compar d to the Harveſts 


and Products with which Peace is crow d. 
He knows that extending the BDmds of 2 
Kingdom 4 hundred Leagues, is not half 

commendable as diminiſping the Tares ne- 
ver fo little, and that there's leſs true Glo- 
ry and Greatneſs in defeating a Hundred 
Thouſand Men, than in making Twenty 


Millions eafy and ſecure! This great Ge- 


nius, therefore, ' Which has hitherto only 
been taken up with finding out Means to 
defray the 1 of the War, to raiſe 
Money and Soldiers, to take Towns, and 
to win Battles, will for the future emplo 
it ſelf in nothing but eſtabliſhing Repoſè, 
Wealth and Plenty. This ſame Head, 
which brought forth Pallas all arm'd, will 
now give her to us with her Olive, peacea- 
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ble, mild and learn'd, and attended by all 
the Arts and Sciences, which generally 
Wait upon her. He will make no other 
Edits now, but ſor the Regulation of Lur- 


ury and Re-eſtabliſnment of Commerce. 


The bulky Ships which were built to carry 
our Arms beyond the Straits, will now 
ſerve only to convoy our Merchandizes, and 
clear the Sea; and we ſhall have no War 
with any but Pyrats. The Enemies of the 
Lord Cardinal ſhall no more know what to 
ay againſt him, than they have hitherto 
nownſwhat to do againſt, him. The Citi. 
Zens of Paris ſhall then: be his Guards; an 
he will experience how much pleaſanter it 
is to hear his Praiſes in the Mouths of the 
People, than in the Mouths of the Poets. 
A beg you to be before-hand with them, and 


not defer coming into the Number of his 


Friends, till you are conſtrain d to do it. 
But if you are reſolvd to ſtiek to your Opi- 
nion, I wont undertake to tear you from 
it by Force; but then don't be ſo unjuſt, 
as to take it ill that I ſhould defend mane; 
and I promiſe you Iwill willingly read all 
you ſhall write to me, Whenever the Spa- 
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To Mademoiſelle, ** . 
RENTS, | 
-3 SETTER LXXIV. 


EAI: —f #2 RN 
A 1 0. Flowers in the World but Lillies 
- deſerve to be preſented to ydu, and 
I ſend you; theſe only to. be caſtybeneath 
your Feet. Nay, I envy them very much, 
even in that Place, and think twill be more 
glorious for them, than 1t would be upon the 
Heads of Queensthemlelves.Y ou will wond- 
cr that a Man, who knows. youſo well as I do, 
durſt take the Läbertx ite tau and. 
by this vou may judge of the Violence of 
my Paſſion, ſince at my Age, and with my 
Phiz, it has inſpir d me with the Boldneſs 
to declare it to yon, nor could ſo great a 
Hazard as that of diſpleaſing you, deter me 
from it. I know indeed, Madam, that 
there are no Faults ſo unpardonable as thoſe 
which are committed againſt you, and that 
tis decreed I ſhall die by no other Hands 
than yours; but I yield to my Deſtiny.; and 
let the Conſequence be what it will, I can't 
help ſuffering my ſelf to be caught. At the 
Moment you read this, you bluſh with 
Spite, and gnaſn your Teeth; Wage 
| can 
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Sai 


am now Proof to all extraordinary Acct 
dents; and, tho' it coſt me my Life, Iam 
reſolvd to be al Ways. 
W IR Tour, &c. 
HN N KN 
To Madam de SAINT OT. 
LETTER IXXV. 


Vd thoughronly o decent 
1 Piece of Gallantry, and you have 


written the moſt gallant Letter in the 


World. As great'a Scholar as Lam; 1 find 


it no very eaſy Matter to anſwer it, and 


can t help owning that you out- do me. I be. 
Wit which I always admir'd ; and that of 


any thing beſides my ſelf; but I own I 
could not hive imagin d you had learnt 
to write ſince I have been abſent from you, 
and that I ſhould ever ſee any Thing more 
beautiful and engagin , than what Thad for- 
merly ſeen of yours. After this you need not 
doubt my doing all that lies in my Power 
toput off the Suit which you mention 1 
2 0 


> 
* 
2 
l 4 
— , 


can't make me repent of what I do, for I 


fore knew that you had that ſort of 
every thing in the 2 oy never forgot 
3 
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tho you once proſecuted me with a great 
deal of Warmth, Il aſſure you I won't 
try to be reveng d for it, tho I have the 
Means in my Hand. But are not you a 
miſchievous Creature to diſturb my Repoſe 
in this manner? I was before in the ſweet - 
eſt Doſing in the World, and I don't believe 

II ſhall ever have ſo good a Nap as long as 
I live again. I am very ſorry you don't 
come to Day tothe Academy; for you max 
eaſily think for whoſe Sake I go. Ill ule 
all the Credit I have to make them go in a 
Body to petition you to come; but it you'll 
give me Leave to ſhew your Letter there, 
that alone will be enough to make them 


e || impatient for your Company. Adieu; I 
e  liwvear Iam, *' - B 
6 | Madam, 8 


- eee eee eee 


+ | Billet from Madam de SA INTO r, 
I to Monſieur de Voir uR k. 


1, 12 promis d to beſtow you, for a Gal- 
lant, upon two fine Women, my Friends. 

r- II am confident that you will not find the 
t [Exploit too many for you, and do not doubt, 
x but that you will confirm my Promiſe, as 
d I ſoon as you have but ſeen them. 1 

85 | 
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The Anſwer of Monſieur de Vorrukx. 


| Maran, _ 2 W 
1 E T me ſee what I love as ſoon as you 
— can; for I die with Impatience till 
that happy Moment. And ſince, at ycur 
Command, I have fall'n in Love, it be- 
hoves yòu to take ſome Care that Jam be. 
loved too. I have thought all Night upon 
the two Ladies that yon know of. 
I write this Billet to one of them; deliver 
it, 1 beſeech you, to her, whom you be- 
lieve 1 love the more paſſionately of the 
two. In Acknowledgment of the good Of- 


- fices which I receive from you, I aſſure ycu, 


that you ſhall always diſpoſe of my Affect- 
ions; and that I. will, never love any one 
ſo much as your ſelf, till I am convincd 


that you have in good earneſt à Mind that 


* ”y 
* - . 2 

: 

b : 


I ſhould. 
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MADAM, een WOE RES 5 
As there ever ſo extraordinary a 
Paſſion, as that which 1 have for 

you? For my Part, I do not know any 
Thing of you; and, to my Knowledge, I 
never ſo much as heard of *you; and yet, I 
Gad, I am deſperately in Love with you; 
and it is now à whole Day; ſince 1 have 
figh'd, and look'd filly, and languifh'd, and 
dy d, and all that for you. Without having 
ſeen your Face, I am taken with its Beau- 
ty; and am charm'd with your Wit, tho“ 
I never heard one Syllable of it. 1 
am raviſhd'with your-every Action, and T 
fancy in you a kind of I know not what, 
that makes me paſſionately in Love with T 
know not whom. Sometimes I fancy you. 
fair, and at other Tunes black; now! you 
appear tall to me, by and by ſhort; now 
with a Noſe of the Reman Shape, and anon 
with a Noſe turn'd up: But in -whatcycr 
Form I deſcribe you, you appear the love- 
lieſt of Creatures to me; and though I am 
ignorant what Sort of Beauty yours is, F 
n am 


* 
— 
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am ready to pawn my Soul, that it is the 


| moſt bewitching of all of them. If it be 
your Luck to know me as little, and to 
8 me as much, then Thanks be to Love, 


| and; the Stars. But leſt you ſhould a little 
impoſe upon yourſelf, intancying me a tall 
| fair Fellow; and ſo be ſurpriz d at the Sight 
of me, I care not for once if I venture to 
ſend you my Picture: My Stature * is two 
or three Inches. below the middling - one; 
my Head appears tolerable enough, and is 
decently ſet off with a large grey Head o 
airs; thenwath-Eyes that languiſh à lit 
tle yet are ſomething wild and hagard; ] 
have. a Sort of a cudden,Caſt of .a Face: 
But in Requital, one of your f Friends will 
tell you, —— Lam the honeſteſt Fellow in 
the World; and that for loving faithfully = _ 
in || five: or, ſix Places at a Time, there 1s 


no Man alive comes near me. If you think 
Ii e e, e eee 


dene — — — — — 
u Theſe four or five Lines are ſaid to contain 21 
real Deſcription of rhe Author. See the Hit. of t N 
Academ, Part 2. e e ay e ey 
7 He means Madam de Saintot; 2 Woman of Wit g 
| and Merit, whom Veiture had the Honour to vilir 

Ten, e C4 dh v4 
1 Voiture did not content himſelf with loving five 4 
or ſix Ladies at a Time. If we may believe the Au- —_ 
thor of his Pomp e fiunebre, he lov'd from the Scepter c 
to the Sheep-Hook, from the Coronet to the round- f 
ear d Cap. He believ'd, and rightly too, that a clean 
pretty Country Girl was as valuable in Point of an 
a . Amouß 
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clean 
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mou 


Till 


eg x I” Roms: 


think Hoalny that is, of I kn.] not whom. 
But if any one ſhould chance to aſk me 


for whom I ſigh, don't be afraid,” I war- 


rant to keep the Secret; I would fain lee 
7 one 18 me at namĩng you to him. 
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Day: But her Highneſs the Pri 


Madam de la Trimauille, have commanded 


S pes 


me to go to Rual with them. But ſince you 


Vor. 1. 


r 
* 


N 


2 


Is * * 


Walk 


Amo, as- the SR Ladies glittering with Dia- 
monds and precious Stones. One of his good Friends 
of Antiquity was of the ſame Mind with him on 


this Subject, 


Nec magis huic inter niveos virideſq; lapi; l, 


Tenerum femur aut ern 


Rectius, atg; etiam me dus per ſæpe tog ata. 


OU can't imagine ** 8 an 
vex d, that Ican't walk with 


— 


Horace. 
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Walk cry Day, grant me to / Morrow, or 
nent Bay, the Hopour which yeuenow of- 
fer ane andy in Return. FIhgiwe you lea ue 
101 ol. me ta whomgrou pleaſt. Sure 
YM h, ing very. E for 
vourſelf, ſince you can make ſuch Preſents 
fo ; your meer But if they are hand- 
1dm, as you ſay Nr let bne of chem 
have me all, and t {ſplit me in two; 
tho if I were really in two, one half of 
me ſhould go to Nui, and bother half wait 
uron you; and 1 can promiſe you ſhould 
have the better half. You have advis d me 
to be cold to Madam ——, Madam ——, 
and Mademoiſelle Pray be 40 kind 
as to make ſome very paſſionate Comph- 
ment for ane to the Ladies you have given 
me to. I wiſn Madam — were one of 
of them; for really tother Day I lik d her 
| mightily. But pray behold the abſolute 
Power yon have over me; tho I dont 
know them; yet I have already an Incli- 
nation for them; and tho I never yet lovd 
et I ſee 1 ſhall 
me, her uy 


oY 
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two Perſons at one Time, 
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Þ VEN tho I were utterl . x of 
L. your being a great Magician, and 

having the Art of —— Spirits, 
the Power you have 1 ws 5 Aﬀections, 
and the Charms 1 find in all * write 
to me. would be ſaſficient to me, 
that there is ſomething ſupernatural in you. 
By the Help of your Characters, I beheld, 
upon a little Bit of Paper, both Tem les 
and Goddefles ; and you ſhew'd me all he 


Perſons I love in your Letter, as in a Con- 


jurer's Glaſs, But I obſerv'd with particu- 
lar Pleafure the Picture, wherein amon 

the darkeſt Shades you ſhew the fine! 
Lights of the Age, and inform me ef the 
Care that is taken 5 me by a Perſon who 
has no*Equal at preſent; neither can Time 
paſt nor to come, as far as you can ſee into 
them, ſhew that may compare to 
her. But Pray, Sir, ſinee you can diſcover 
the moſt Hidden Secrets, only giving 


yourſelf” the Trouble to lay SPEAK 
ao Coat N 2 web a  DXMoNs; 


1 
8 


— 


= _ =_ b 1 — =. —_— 
of — — — — — 4 ws \. © OI = 
— * — — 8 - —— — — 3 "I — — 5 — 
= * ca — 5 r al 2 1 8 ; th _—_ 
= - = \ _ 
mz _- 
— bs * 
— — — — — 
a * * — 2 * FF 


fected, but majeſtick Eloquence,. 5 1 5 all 
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Dxuoxs; caſt a a Ears, pe to 80d out, out. hat 


: On Creature can be, 


tell me u n, th 
Fs b Every Body ma 8 own this to be a 
Ting very well worth knowing, and 1 


give you my Word I'll never reveal the 
Secret « For-in'this, as in every Thigg elſe, 


I ſhall always wbey your Ccmmands, and 


W {ce how much Lam, 
. engt enn do, bj Keg ker. 


_ LL * N rat Jar 


7 * 9 0 * ; 
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N TE * INXX. 


urge 4 . 2 
Ithout Bs any tations c 
ther from 1 or e 
ſtory, whatever: Tn 
1 lay up the leaſt Bi 


your Hand, as I would the 14155 of a 
22 and out of them I ſtudy that ima. 


the World is ambitious to attain, and with- 

out which tis abſolutel) zimpoſſible to ſpeak 
worthily of you. And if it be true, as you 
would flatter me, that I have done it, 1 
may 


— e 
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may preſume to have perform d the moſt 
di Mi Thing in the World, and which, 
as mich as lay in my Power, Was eternally 
in my Withes. For be aſſurd, Madam, 
there is nothing I ever deſird more paſſio- 
nately, than to acquaint the World with 
the two greateſt, Inſtances that ever were 
produc'd” of an'accomphih'd Virtue and a 
perfect Mffection, by letting it know: how 
much you are eſtem d by all that know 
Tou, ave mag gar. Tam. $5. 

. Madam, ; 


<2; 4 "M54 4 - Tour obediont bonne, xc. 
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Lena LAXXL 


My Weg 
Fon ſeveral Reabbm I 1 not on, 
any Letters from You ou ſo ſoon; ſor it 
was natural to conclude, that a Perſon 
who had fo much Buſineſs upon. his Hands, 
cdu hardly find Time * write much. 
Dyes: content to hear- 1 Vi- 
ories cry in the Streets, 
te bay wp wall the Tn We" L could 
EF -N F -- Li learn 


'T 
* 


learn of vou. The Honour 5 ou did me, 

came at à very favourable ion, 4d 3 for 
ſome inſolent People had malcionſly given 

out, that my Kingdom would be ſoon at an 
End, and chit they ſhould ſhortly ſee me 
reduc'd to the obſcure Condition of a pri 
vate Perſon; nay, ſome of them took this 
Opportunity to tempt. my Fidelit; You 
would har 4 believe, my 1252 what Ad- 
vantages I have been profjer rd. to induce 
me to quit your Party th inter, and to 


declare open War againſt you; and though 
thefe Offers have been made by the moſt 
bewitching Lady in the World, 18 I have 
heroically ſlighted them, as I own... was 
oblig d to mw out of Reſpect to the Perſon 


bo 7 


| I have Obligations, and 
tow ve fo, many | 18 and 


umour is ſo agreeable to mine, 
that tho' he had” er hated me, I 
could not but eſteem and love him. So 
that altho 1 hav abüundance of pretty In- 
trigues to make me fond of Turi, which 
People never want in this good natur d 
Town, who trouble not themſelves wit 
the Conduct of Armies, and are not ea 
dle of thoſe high Paſſions which at Lp 
take up the better Paxt of your Soul; yet 1 
am ready to ſacrifice all my Engagement 
here, whenever you think ſit fo command 
md and to wait Ws ſhall 215 a Mi- 
ſtreſs that is young an 4 rightly 96180 
Angel, and black as the Ni on by 
Wan 


1. 
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cd 
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Mon feler- — 27 
want à hand ſoine Pretence to put this ir 
Execution ; and if yo] Enemies; as I ans . 
erfwadetl, will needs have their Walks. 
[ec ou and them and oblige:yow'to- 
a Siege, { ſhall not fail to be As u. 
Beſides, not to flatter your Lordſhip, I had 
rather be a Sieger, than beſeged; and the 
Spaniards are gotten ſo near Paris, that tho 
I did not leave it for your Sake, I ſhould 
tor my own.  AlF-the Ridges near it are 
broken down, the Citizens are ready every 
Moment to diaw up their Chains; and at 
the ſame Time when” we are” emftable 
upon the Banks of the Rhine, we eannot 
ell ourſelves fafe upon thyſe of che Sehe. 
Amidſt the Uhenſneſs thi this Piſorder 
gives me, tigfhme 420 oF 
Lord; to ſes that When our! Afffärs Hoetime  - 
on every Side they proſper on yours 3 AH 
while our Army in Picardy ſhrinks: Arto 
Garriſons, that in Burgundy moulders _ 
in the Trenches: And the Rate il Suecefs 
attends us in'Ttaly'; you have baffledall the 
Deſigns: of the Fun), and taken Places 
from him, while he contented himſelf with 
the humble Honour of being a Spectutor. Ini 


a Word, not to magnify Matters more thin 


they deſire: alÞthe Progreſs we have made 
this Year, Wim 1 + G. 


vw 04 tor! 4117 


Te Coles: te Gf, * mon prabux⸗ 
te Droos. ; 
N. 4 Command 
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Command me, my Lord, to come and 
Mare in your Proſperity, and to pay my 
Foto to re Fortune, in that only 
the 1 3s to be been at Preſent. 


| My Lord, 
7. ih 1 5 | Tour bumble Servant, &e, 


IT 1711 


ain * 12 POST.CRIPE 

Sine che writing of e a Me. 
ſenger is arriv d here, who brings us Ad- 
vice of Vous being at Colmar. "This News, 


I affure:you, has caus d greater Rejoicing 


* a PR. 3 


= 7 Court has all the Balk that àre now on 


The Abſence of Friends is fupporta- 
bs aye pe weaned: ſuch glorious Ex- 
mw as you do: And . as your 

peny is deſir d here, there is not a Man 
chat heartily loyes you, but rather than 
ha ve you here, is content that you ſhould: 
15 a little longer where you are. To 
with you, my Lord, Four relieving 

= King's Allies in 3 of the Seaſon 


and Was 2 ormance that can 
neyer be fficiently applauded; and it wilt 
re that you ſhould bear no ws in the 
— . who is the * Perſon to 

er | oy ; | To 


be always mention d to your Commenda- 
for it. 


C. 
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IT is „eie 1 23 

_Know. no Reaſon you have to ball out 

with me, unleſs fa that having ſo 
numerous an Army about you, you have a 
Mind to quarrel with al World; and 
fore-ſeeing that the Spaniardt want op cngley 
you long u — ont: an Occaſio 
tome new Difference. Tis a hard Thing, 
J. ſee, to be a Conqueror, and juſt at 11 


lame Time ; and 25 what Obſervat ions 
have made in, the World, Fortitude 
Iuſtice are two. Aries that if youll par- 
don the Meanpeſs of the Expreſſion, {el 
dow 182 up A Hes together. Not 
i 17 2 


1 ve: 08 5 weed: Bene 

17 to, 1 m 

Tho ES did. not Da me 
infinite Obligations 1 have to your: Lord- 

ſhip; vet my Intereſt would teach me to 

1 winken en bn rom leſt L 
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ſhould diſoblige the Man, who: at reſent 
is the moſt to be fear'd of 
But, my Lord, beeauſe you have fo many 
different Affairs toimploy you; becauſe you 
diſcharge at once the Buſineſs of an Ex- 
gineer, a General, and a private Soldiar; be- 
cauſe you are taken up in fortifying a 
Camp, and taking a City; in ſeeing Order 
and Juſtice obſervl din your Army, and re. 
dueing a Nation to Dilripline, w ich could 
never i rare it before; _ you imagine, For- 
footh, that the reſt of the 
with their Arms folded — Rke the 


Feople of Enbberlanid,\ and that none but 


3 takes any Pains. In the mean 
Be Gm Lord, J can aſſure yen, that if 
5 Thatn elſe to do here, but barely 

to Fiſter-to-thpfe that tell News of you, and 
retail it to others ho enquire after the 
ſame, Tſhowldnet be much leſs imploy'd 
than yon are,” and ſhould have very little 
Time to write to you. © Some: Parſons, who 
a few Years ago were content with two or 
three Hours Diſcourſe of you, can't now 
come off under ſix at leaſt. Thoſe*who are 


zenlohs- for the Government, and thoſe 


that are —— it, are e e 

to kn. ou are ag d 

Lordſhip is in ifferent to none; but 5 

to whom: France ii d. While I write this, 

I hear that the Treaty of Landroct is con- 

cluded, and that 'you are to march into it 
next 


any in France. | 


World fit:down 
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| 
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t 
( 
| 


Moifliur VorTURE: Bun 2 75 


next Sunday. I congratulate Jour Sag Sne* 
- ceſs, my Lord, tor oh convincing o ur N. h- 
bours that it is not impoffible Irc oth 
ſome. of their . and for bifolving 
that Magick Charm, whoſe "wicket" Influ- 
ence we had felt , fo: lang. Louvain, 
lentia, and Dole, had ended ur "Bri: 
mies, that we mould 1 nev r et any T 
but dry Blows of them; and that the 1 
we could pretend to, Was only to recover 
what we had loſt. The weakeſt Towns 
ſeem d to become impregnable .as ſoon, as 
we came before them: Our Troops, that. 
behav' themſelves very well upen all o. 
ther Occaſſons, Were: Tad and quite diſpi⸗ 
rited, as Gon as they were en 8 
Siege. In ſhort, there was no Dick ſo ſhat- 
low, no Work fo contetnptible, but Aves 
Check to our Army, and ſt ttheir C 
But ou, m „ have del Iver d us 52 
the GWer 0 our, old ill Deſtiny”; ou have 
made y our Cann rin he heard Keef 'as the | 
Gates Bruſſels ;* and the Noife of it obe 
lig d th Cardinal Tif.vita to retreat as Fa 
as Gaunt, inſtead of "advancing" to the Re- 
lief of a Place which you were going to 
take from him. But what I principally 
admire in this Action, is, the Order, Dili. 
gence, and Security with which it was. caf- 
rydon. The very Day you open d your 
Trenches, one might have ventur d to at- 


firm, that * eci was as good as loſt; and 
N 6 though 
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ign 
Far pire along with roy *twas impothble 
for them to wreſt it out of ycur Hands. 
But, ny Lord, our a h did not uſe 
to obſer d, when they late 
down b 5 155 Ef and it may be tr: 

y ſaid, that the falt Siege you laid, 
e firſt regulas 0 one that ever France behe a. 
 M>— has, been, very importunate with 
me to go along with fim; but 1 have ex- 
cus d my ſelf, gay an Affair of great 
* ſe FREE Wa diſpatch d Wore. t L 

ould fir f day This Aﬀair. of fo 

ICE, is a Gat 1 have 
ant Place, and verx 


"t ple 
= 11 1 2 lave drawn my Lines of 


N n about it, after your and 
the det d 0 e ſhall not 
NOD cn ige ; pd a [os 
op Matters © f it 1 175 
gainſt the Grain to 118 he 9 
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My Los baude, ont 


| Rejoice to hear that you are become the 
hardeſt Man in-the World, that neither 
Labour, Watching, * Diſeaſes, or even the 
Steel nor Lead of the Spanard are able 
to do you the leaſt. Harm er Injuty; nei- 
ther ccd I think it poffible, that a Man 
nurs d up with Tiſan and Barley- water 
could have ſuch a terrible hard Skin, nor 
indeed that any Thing were poſſible to pro- 
duce. ſuch extraordinary Effects- Ion 
know which Way this may happen, but I 
am confident N Tacks be truly natural, an 

for all that, I am not in the leaſt trotißl 
at it; but I had rather have you a Conju- 
rer, than in the Condition of Attichy or 
Grinville, tho' you were never ſo well em. 
balm'd: To deal freely with you, what- 
ever is the Occaſien of one's Death, there- 
is ſomething very low and mean in being 
dead. For that Reafon avoid it as muchr 
as you can; and I humbly intreat you to- 
haſten your Return, for I can no longer be 


happy 
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happy without your 7 this is 
the chief Reaſon why I believe you uſe 
Charms is, that I, that am ſo indifferent as 
to thaſe who are 4 have always a 
longing Deſire to ſee you; and I with for 
you every Moment; however, the Occaſi- 
ons wherein I defire your Company, are 
full as agreeable, and ſomething leſs dan- 
gerous, than thoſe wherein, yau are daily, 
— hourly engag dz if then you Il be rul d, 
e a good — your Legs, and 
be as willing to return to Faris, as you were 
to leave it. And as ſoon as I can hear the 
happy New of your being there, I prc- 
mls you to bid adieu to Tours, Blois, and 
Nichlieu, and like wiſe to take my Leave of 
Madam de Combalet, and the Lady your 
Siſter, to come and wait on you, with 
I d 1:9 Ne 218 a9 $5447.01; 
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7 E are n 3 832 
met with any Adventure worthy 
your 9 — and the Author of our 
Hiſtory wilk haue nothing 10 ſuy hatherto, 
but that on the 3th. —.— e arriwd at 
. Arge, as. We were 


—_— 
— — — us; my F . 
_ ers would have it that they ; Were 
chanted $1", but, for wy. Part, 1 cant 
think ſa becauſe they ↄſuffer d us to pals 
by ther without any Lett or- Moleſtation 
and did not caſt the leaſt Spark 
5 Fire out of their Noſtrils The Day be- 
fore, we had a Mind to ſeize the Horſe and 
Purſe of one that was going that Way, ac- 
cording to the ancient and 2 
om 


280 * vorrunz 's e 


Rom of Knight-Errantry; but we let it 
drop at 2 PT as 8 we R find, the 
Man took it for an 6. thought it 
little better than mere ihe oY 
t imagine the ent * 
1 4. fall'n to Decay; kay tc e paſs d 
over half a Score Bridges, that had not one 
Sc Krigfit to guar i ;& one of eee 
and wherever we baited, t eper 
5 of the Caſtles dn make th 
leaſt Scruple ts bring in a Reckoning. Sir 
Lancelot of the Lake and my ſelf are migh- 
_ tily concord tit. We do all we can to 
revive the Cuſtoms of the Age of Uterpen- 


dragon; but we find the reſt of the World 


very little of our Mind; and ybu can Ward. 
r coheeletb how fearee Ad ventures 'Þ 
7 The:twobeſtT have met wi 
ding the Letter of the reſolute: 5 
Ale 2. did two Mays age. and receiving 
another which 1 chinky mi 


Fever read in avy Life: Mu mu my _ 


ent, the moſt complent Work 
Fortune ever produc d and ſince nu dif- 
poſe of the aſorefaid Fortune juſt as you 
pleaſe in every Thing, ve ſhall lay it - 
your Door if We late not happy ere long 
Oe Ronen kane NOS: 
y werd A t. 
— pet operon dene We are refolyt 
to be yonr Knights! in all this War, auid tor 
gem, * "ny Atchzevoments, as even to 
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make Don N de A Altra jealous. Till | 


that happens, we ſuan t fail to ſend you 
all the Grants we overcome upon the Way z 


and I will then take N to 


inform you . by 54. 21775 — 
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Maak, 


F Have travell'd: "3 far, "that at laſt Loans 
into a Country; where there is 6-00 the 
leaſt Talk of War, or 2 +; ng 
ter, or Taxes, or any ſuch Pagan 885 
and where all the S of the Peo- 
ple, from the higheſt jo the loweſt, runs 


upon Love and Gallantiy, Plays, Bals, Sere- 


adder and ſo forth. And now 1 fancy you. 
imagine I am got, the Lord knows Where, 
into ſome ſtrange Romantick Country be- 
yond - Popocampeſche, or that Fortune has, 
brought me to the inviſible 1h d of Alci- 
diana. To undeceive you then, the Pl ace. 


her th aid W Wonders are 0 be 
wins e afore N 
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$82 Monſſeur VorTUR E's Letters. 
heard and ſeen, is at no very great Diſtance 
from your; Tis a City ſeated upon the Bank 
of the Loyre, where the Cher diſeharges its 
if into that River. The Inhabitants 
ſpeak a Sort of Towrain French; and as for 
their Stature and Complexion, they ſome- 
what reſemble thoſe ef France. To be ſe- 
rious with you, Madam, I can aſſure you; 
that ſince the Moors were turn'd out of Gra- 
nua, no Place in the World could boaſt of 
ſo much Gallantry and Magnificence as this. 
Tours, formerly call'd the Garden of France, 
may now ſtile it ſelf the Paradiſe of the 
Earth : There paſſes not a Day. over our 
Heads, Wherein we have not Muſick, 
Balls, and Entertainments. All that is 
nice and delicious, may be had here in 
2 Oranges come tumbling in 
fre all Parts,; We have whole Caravans 


loaded with Boy-chreffien Part; and all the 


adjacent Countries are exhauſted to farnzſ} 
us. The Highways from Paris* hither, are 
all ſtrey/ d With Nek, and Haufboys, Hu- 
filans an Dinigers, © Maſts and Fiche, 
hben and Top- kotz, (loth of Silver and 
Emiby 8 which come thronging into this 
Gity.* LaftNig 


ght, by Seven in the Evening, 


came in by Torch-light ſix Coaches full of 


Love and LItghter, - Allurements and 
Harms, Attractions and Invitatiohs, who 
carne from all Parts of the World to ho- 
dour this Aſſembiy with their ro? 
je) Ys mo | 47, 
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Nay, tis confidently” reported, that ſome 
of them are come from the remoreſt, Parts 
of Norway, as me. may be rea 17 5 on- 
cluded from the late blüſterißg Weather 
we have had; and many grave Polke here 
believe, that there is not a Man or A wo 
man leſt in the World, but that they are 
all come hither; and yet, . 1 eg am, T rake 
no queſtion, but the ee 
converſe with ſtaid Peha 55 40 4000 th 
„ | vaſt Crouds I daily behold; 1 have 1 2 
: one of them, nor indeet'a wy 
4 them. This prodigious Confluence of Stran 
. gers has produc wonderful Effects all 1 
1 the (ih. The Air is become finite 
A more mild and ſerene; the Men are. all up. 

J to the Ears in Love, the Women are f 
* become as beautiful as Angels; and the 
i Lady Prefident, whom you ſaw ar 
Alien, is now one of the gayeſt, buſieſt Wo- 
Ir men in all FF But, Madam, what is 
5 the ſtrangeſt ft, p (by the ſame Token 
peine ou 9 pot think it crediþle) a- 
hand Jollty, alk this. 
milf lf and Entertainin ning hardly know 
how to paſs awa rs; they move 
ſo heavy ny By Among many thau- 
ſaud Fs the, Devil of one 18 Wen bo 
my Share; neither dare 1 Pretend to — o 
my Addreſſes te them: 80 that while all 
e reſt of our Gallen bo haye their Hands 
full of Love, that they hardly 5 
* ern 
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where to turn themſelves, and are ſo ele- 
vated with their good Fortune, that they 
are 1 95 to 9 5 here eternally ; I, for 
uy Fart h ly wiſh myſelf" at your 
Fire. ſi ide 50 moiſelle d nan, or to 
Fave a G ou at leaſt throu h a 
Gli Winde 770 r Lady: -Mot er. 
What kennen Tibe r to, 1 ed t tell; 
bit 9 5 rain, Bo 10 20 T never found my 
{elf po! a with ſo ardent a Defire to ſee 
you, "bo 155 Mok and the phuloſophica! 
| Plain, 5 tor I, lace 54 
. fehl 12 it. This, Madam, 
Tar, . you to believe, as We e 
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Monſſeur Vo1TURE's Letters. 495 
that this is the only Means I have to do itz 
for in the Humour I am now in, when 1 
can take up even with Mademoiſelle des 
Condreaux, and Madem Iam 
1 vou n believe, that There'® $ nothing 
ere ta hinder me from being the m 
es Man Able. Among a — * t ma- 
my other Uneaſineſſes, the Pain I am in for 
5 Health, torments me extr ee this 
laſt Misfostune-has made 9 | 
that whereas Ius d to fear. 80510 ow 
7 LL "Thins; 1 dread i" 1 f 

the” Th I any Thing that Tleave 
he e a Pe on 18 to me, | 

Up 12 05 likely 1 fancy it is that 1 ſhall 
loſe her, , This beipg , Madam, I leave 
you to judge how, much P'maſt be afflicted 
upon your 00 mt: Tou cannot but know, 
1 it, Fortune 1204 Mind to do ſomething 


that might bf wy mw, heavy me than 


any Thi et Jene it muſt be 

ple 0 1 3 'Tam' Ve rar wing 

to ſee. m t ears, afl 
f ga find 


out of this Place, and In your Pre. 
ſence Tome Jo 15 y after ſo much Giief or at 
leaſt Vine pole after ſo 3 Diftar- 
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J Could oi T bad Ls! 


not port th 

BY ent to Mdaneitelle de Rambouille, 
and wk Lov While; for by writing 
dg. catbark ing myſelf in this Cor- 
1 8 os ay, 575 Lo 1 15 


3 OO 0 


phe hg way vg cannot have 
more weetneſ ; than there is in your 


Words; and all "Appearances of Affection 


are 8 ſo charming, that there is no 
Man of Honour but what maſt be contented 
With it. For my Part, I can ſcarce help 


believing 
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believing you have bewitch'd me; for tho 
I very well know, 19%, pla counterfeit 
a Kindneſs, as well as Mr. can a:;Ru- 
by, and can give to a Bit of Paſte the Bril- . 
Lancy of. a. Diamond, yet I can't; for the 
Life of me, ſorbear believing that Which 
you pany, oo to me as true and figm as 
ever any Thing was in the World. As for 
my own Part, I may boldly ſay, that I 
always hanour'd and :ley'd you! above all 
Things, but never ſo much as I do at this 
Moment; and I dare not write ali the Sen- 
timents I have for yon, for fear this Letter 
ſhould chance to be loſt, and ſo be taken 
for a Love-· Letter. I dont think that Paſ- 
ſon itſelf has any Thing more tender, than 
what T every Day feel 3 Jean 
counterfeit the Agitations of Lovers, nor 
diſtort myfelf like a pretended d) emoniack 
but ſince I let you, I have really had Fits 
af Melancholy, which have quite chang d 
me fram what I was, and amaze every 
Body; nay, a few Hours ago, Father Tran- 
quille, and the little Jeſuit, had almoſt a 
Mind to exorciſe me; for if I took any 
Pleaſure, Was in talking of you to every 
Body I could come near. People knew that 
I had been at your Haufe at Loudun, | fo 
that every Body had a Curioſityno ſee me 
and I have been queſtion d —— 
as if I had been a Man come either from 
Heaven or Hell. I told them, * 


", — 
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that you were full as-handfome as you 
were forty Lears ago, and in this they did 
not much ſcruple to believe me; but when 
I aid you had more Wit, they preſently 
fancy d I told chem a Parcel of Stories, and 
there they began to doubt my Truth: And 
indeed, you have Miracles 2 in you, 
chat never were wrought in any Body elſe; 
and none but you was ever made more 
handſome by the Small Pox, or more gen- 
teel and willy” by the Country. 'Mademoi- 
ſelle de wallet was raviſh'd with your 
Letter ; I thought it one of the beſt you 
_ ever writ, and was glad to ſee Things ſo 
much to my Advantage written in fo. hand- 
ſame. à Manner. 1 was very glad too at 
ſeeing! the: Aſſurances of Love which you 
gave to ſome other Perſons; tho, to tell 
you the Truth, the Woman's Vanity, you 
ſay is in me, was a little mov'd at it. Adieu, 
Madam; tho! I have written ſo long a Let- 
ter, yet I give over with Regret, as being 
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Pray, Madam, let me know whether von 
ꝓerceiv d at firſt that the , as being your; &c 
with which L concluded my Letter, is one 
of thoſe polite Turnz which you and I 
tall df together. 
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Je the Lord Cardinal de la V a- 
| | 3 tr EN 
LETTER LXXXVIII. 

; (ok 

g- My Lokn, | | 


2 


a ND are you ſtill uneaſy upon the 
ur A Miſcarriage of Verceil? ” Savety you 
on | make no great Uſe of your Reaſon, if 
lo ſuch a Trifle diſturbs you; or were you in 
d- Hopes to do Things impoſſible, ſince you 
at are not ſatisfy'd with doing all that a Man 
ou could do? Your Lordſhip will forgive 
ell W me, if 1 make familiar with you; bur 
rou certainly it does not become a Perſon of 
ev, W your Eminence's high Quality, to be ſo diſ- 
et- order'd for a fooliſh Accident, wherein he 
4 has committed no Over-ſight ; and me- 
thinks it takes away much from the Me- 
&c. I rit of a Man's Duty, when he is not ſa- 


tisfy'd that he has diſcharg'd it. You 
brought a Hand-full of People to the Re- 
lief of a Place inveffed with a numerous 
you Wl Army. You found the Lines already 
& drawn about it, and all the Works in ſuch 
one i a Condition, that it was thought impoſſi- 


ble to get one ſingle Man into the City ; 
yet, contrary to the __ and CY 
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that you were full as handſome as you 


were forty Years ago, and in this they did 
not much ſcruple to believe me; but when 
 E-faid you had more Wit, they preſently 
1 I tol4 them a Parcel of Stories, — 
there they began eee ee And 
indeed, you have Miracles in you, 
chat never were wrought in any Body elſe; 
and none but you was ever made more 
| handſome by the Small Pox, or more gen- 
teel and witty hy the * Mademoi. 
ſelle de:Rambeizillet was raviſn'd with your 
Letter ; I thought it one of the beſt» you 
| ever writ, and was glad to ſee Things fo 
i much to my Advantage written in fo. hand- 
il ſame-a- Manner. I was very glad too at 
| 
| 
\ 


ſeeing the: Aſſurances of Love which you 

gave to ſome other Perſons; tho, to tell 

| you the Truth, the Woman's Vanity, you 

1 ſay is in me, was a littlemov'd at it. Adieu, 

1 Madam; tho' I have written ſo l. a Let- 
l wy: . _—_ over wh e rm ing 
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pereeiv "dat firſt that the , as being your; &c 
1 with which Lconcluded my. Letter, is one 
| of thoſe polite: OT which- Yo) and [ 
| tall d of together, D MK 49 


— 
1 -v 


F 


2 — 


G 


— — . ˙ᷣ .. pe ne ne nn HR 


To 


— > Dy Og: 


— ot. a 


U 
d 
- 
1 
1d 
u, 
e; 
re 
n- 
oi. 


ur 


p 
% 


Monſieur V 01TURE's Letters. 289 


L 
* 


4 4 


- 


To the Lord Cardinal de la V a- 
det "TE | 


LETTER LXXXVII. 


My LoKkn, | 3 200 
AS are you ſtill uneaſy upon the 

\ Miſcarriage of Verceil? Surely you 
make no great Uſe of your Reaſon, if 
ſuch a Tiifſe diſturbs you; or were you in 
Hopes to do Things impoſſible, ſince you 
are not ſatisfy'd with doing all that a Man 
could do? Your Lordſhip will forgive 
me, if IJ make fo familiar with you; but 
certainly it does not become a Perſon of 
your Eminence's high Quality, to be fo diſ- 
order'd for a fooliſh Accident, wherein he 
has committed no Over-ſight ; and me- 
thinks it takes away much from the Me- 
rit of a Man's Duty, when he is not ſa- 
tisfy'd that he has diſcharg'd it. You 
brought a Hand-full of People to the Re- 
lief of a Place inveſted with a numerous 
Army. You found the Lines already 


drawn about it, and all the Works in ſuch 
a Condition, that it was thought impoſſi- 
ble to get one ſingle Man into the City; 
yet, contrary to the 9 and "PN 
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290 Monſieur VOITURE's Letters. 
of the whole World, you forc'd a Paſſage 
for eighteen hundred. Could any Thing be 
better deſign d, more reſolutely carry d on, 
or more fortunately executed? It was your 
on proper Conduct and Valour, that 
brought Things to this Paſs. Fortune is 
accountable for the reſt; and if ſhe has 
done any Thing amiſs, why ſhould you 
torment your ſelf about it? Accuſtom your 
ſelf, I beſeech you, not to be ſo familiar 
with her; but as well in good Succeſs, as 
in the contrary, diſtinguiſh what is of her 
doing, and what of your own. If you 
carefully obſerve this Method, you will nei- 
ther have too great, nor too mean an O- 
Japan of your ſelf If you wall needs an- 

wer for all Events, and cannot be ſatif- 
fy d at a cheaper Rate, than that of find- 
ang every, Thing come up to the Top of 
your Expectations, you muſt certainly wage 
War upon very hard Conditions, while you 


expect that Fortune ſhould do as much 


for you, as ſhe did for Alexander, and ſome- 
What more than {he could find in her 
Heart to do for Ceſar. Beſides, I muſt 
make bold to tell you, that your Lord- 
ſhip is ungrateful to her, if you quarrel 
with her upon the Score of this laſt Acci- 
dent; for tis a Kind of Injuſtice for a Man 
to think himſelf unfortunate, merely be- 
cauſe his Hopes and Wiſhes are not always 
_ anſwerd, In the mean Time, my Lord, 

3 | you 
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you talk after ſuch a Rate, as if, through 
your own Overſight, you had loſt ten Bat- 
tels, and an hundred Towns; and you con- 
tinue to be enrag d at the Loſs of a Place, 

which, in the Opinion of all the World, 
was given for loſt from the Beginning. 
muſt own to you, indeed, that the taking 
of Verceil, has much prejudic d the King's 
Affairs; but your Reputation ſuffers not 
at all by it. If the Relief you pour d in- 
to it, did not prove effectual, it deſerves 
never the leſs Commendation. Nay, give 
me Leave to tell you, that in the moſt 
proſperous Stream of your Victories, you 
never did any Thing more heroic, or more 
reſolute. Reconcile your ſelf therefore to 
a more moderate Temper, than you ſeem to 
be in at preſent; and ſince you are not 


f in a Capacity to fright your Enemies, don't 
- attempt to do it on your F iends. You, 
1 who have taught me all I know, are not 
1 to learn at this 'Time of Day, that Pru- 
- dence 1s an univerſal Virtue, which enters 
* into the Compoſition of all the reſt; and 
t that where ſhe-is not, Fortitude loſes its 
ef Name and Nature. I am, | 

i- My Lord,. 

in e 


Paris, Aug. 7. 1638. 1 
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"To Monfieur COSTART. | 
| "LE TTER LXXXIX. 


. | 

1 Shall this Time uſe that imperatoriam 
1 brevitatem, which you mention in yours; 
for J muſt immediately ſet out for St. 
Ger mains; and therefore I ſhall ſay but 
one Werd to you. Nevertheleſs, I ſhall 
Not be 4geav©-, according to your Theophra- 
Aus. In the Feaſts you and I are at toge- 
ther, or rather which you treat me with, 
I ought never to fpeak at all, except it 
be to ſay Grace. 


 Tantum laudare paratus, 


Jo tell you, for certain, what Nation it 
was that introduced Polygamy, III ſwear 
is out of my Power; neither care I 2 Pin 
Who it was. | 

Tros, Rutulufve fuat, nullo diſcrimine ha- 
Bebo : At leaſt, I'll believe you ſooner than 
I would Herodotus, who ſays, that in the 
Indies there are Ants ſomething leſs in- 
deed than Dogs, but much 8 

Foxes. 
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Foxes. 'This 1s the Text, according to my” 


Herodotus; but may be yours may differ. 


But, well thought on; you give me a: 
Scruple about Theocritus ; and I was before: 


ſo much at Eaſe upon that Head, that no- 
thing could be more ſo. Pray tell me 


what he means, when he ſays, that Venus 
{ent the Womens Diſcaſe among the Scythi- 
aus, for having . violated her Temple of. 
Aſcalon. | 

Your Verſe of Athenens, that Wine is 
the great Horſe of the Poets, is very co- 
mical; but tell Truth, did not you try to 
make an Alexandrine of it? That uiyus 
with r pleaſes me mightily; but the 
great Horſe often throws his Rider. 

As for Plautuss Vinum Edentulum, I am 
of your Opinion, that he does not mean 
it would not bite; for that would be a2 
Fault: But I ſuppoſe "tis a Buffoon Way: 
of ſpeaking, to ſay, that 'twas very old 
which was a Perfection. mo . 
What ſhall I do to Ulpian, who calls the 
Chriſtians Impoſtors, idem I ebatio & Papi- 
niano videbatur, We ſhould loſe our Cauſe 
in the Digeſt, but the Code is for us. 

I think Pliny has a very good Say ing, 
rerum natura mſquam, &c. When I behold 
the Elephant, I am inclin d to believe, that: 
tis a Figure only ſketch'd out by Nature, 
and that there is more Form in a Fly. 


O 3 I believe 


294 Monſieur V OITURE's Letters. 
I believe I ſhall in a little Time go a 
very long Journey: The King has appeint- 
ed me to go to Florence, to inform the 
Great Duke of the Queen's Delivery. 1 
believe this will not only be agreeable, 
but alſo advantageous to me; but I am 
ſorry it will for tome Time deprive me of 
your Letters, and your Company; for I 
lieve you will be at Paris before I ſhall 
return. I don t know whether I ſhall ſtay 
here or no, till yon anſwer my Letter; 
but write to me, however, for a thouſand 
Things may happen to retard, or may be 
prevent my Departure. Be that as twill, 
I bid you farewel, and beg you to believe 
that I love you entirely, and that I never 
enjoy d any Happineſs, which I efteem ſo 
much as your 1 | 
But pray don't interſperſe ſo many Sir: 
in your Letters, ad populum phaleras ; for if 
vou do, I'll Sir you up at every Line, and 
{ay to you, | 


Vis te, Sexte, coli : wvolebam amare; 
Sed ſi te colo, Sexte, non amabo. 


I mean, I ſhall not be ſo much, | 
Paris, Aug. 25. 1639. Tour, &c. 
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To the ſ, ame, 


LETT Er Te” 


Male eft Cornifici tuo Catulle, © 
Mals eft me hercule & laboriosꝶ 
Si -- oY ! 
1 Neuer in my Life, had my Mind ſo 
1 toſs'd and agitated, as it is now; and 
yet you write to me with as much Gaiety 
and Waggiſhneſs, as if we had neither of us 
the leaſt Cauſe to be uneaſy. Inſtead of 
writing to me upon the Subject of my Vex- 
ation, and giving me your Thoughts of it, 
(for there is as much Room for Conjectures 
in it, as upon the obſcureſt Paſſage in all 
Tacitus) you talk to me of Lampridins and 
Athenaus, quam ineptè! And at a Time when 
Jam diſputing with my ſelf whether Ma- 
dam loves me or no, the Thing be- 
ing really problematic, you ding me o th 
Ears with Pharaoh. If I had talk'd to you 
b. about the Kings of Agypt, when we re- 
turn d together from Arcueil, how would 
you have heeded me, pray? Yet I cant 
ſay I did not like ſome Things that von 
O4 ſay 
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ſay to me. What you tell me about ——, 
made me laugh. 


Tityoſque wales 
Rijfit invito. 


I thought your patruiſime very comical. 


Nis true, Plautus has now and then a bald 


Jeſt or ſo; but it muſt be owned too he has 
often very good ones; and thus I make 
Horace and Tully agree: One of them ſays, 
he is a ſilly Buffoon; and tother ſays, he 
is paſim refertus urbanis dictis. T'other Day 
I read in him of an old Fellow, who ha- 
ving ſurpriz d Somebody near the Place 
where he had hid his Treaſure, ſeaxch'd his 
Pockets, made him ſhew him firſt his right 


Hand, and then his Leſt; and finding no- 


thing on him, he cries, cedo tertiam. This 
is a very good Deſcription of an old Hunks, 
who imagines, that a Man has a third 
Hand to rob him I cant expreſs to you 
the Pleaſure you give me in writing to me, 
as you do. I am more inſtructed by your 
Letters, than by all the Books in the World, 
and meet with finer Things in them. 


As for Quintus, Metellus, Celer's Gen- 


tlemen, I know nothing of them. You 
tell me they were taken for Indians; for 
my Part, I fancy they were taken for Log- 
zerheads, Then you talk of the Winds, 
like Columbus himſelf. I ſhrewdly _ 
' | taat 
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that you pick d this, Word for Word, out 
of a Book; for L dare {wear you never, 
till this Moment, knew what a Rhomb is; 
and as for the Straits of Vegas, I cant think 
you knew much more of that, than you 


did of other. FH 


As far as I ſee, ge ſignifies. bacciare 
and amare, becauſe kiſing and loving conver- 
tuntur. But J am pretty confident Mr. 
would belye this Paſſage of Ariftinetus. 

Your Shepherd, his Sheep, and Hercules, 
pleas'd me mightily ; nay, the Aſs him- 
ſelf, as you make him ſpeak, is very pret- 
ty. Pray tell me whether you found him 
or no in ÆAſop's Fables. The Application 
cf the Moral is, I think, a little dangerous; 
55 preach it at Ruel, and fee how youll 

e receivd! But to return to our Sheep. 
They us d to go down mighty ſavourily with 
Hercules, and he eat a great many of them 
at a Time. The Argonauts, in their Paſ- 
ſage to Colchos, left him by himſelf in an 
Iſland : The Learned give ſeveral weighty 
Reaſons for their ſo doing; ſome ſay, that 
when he row'd, he usd to ſnap all the 
Oars to Bits; others, that he was too heavy 
for the Ship: Some ſay, the Argonauta 
were afraid he would run away with all 
the Glory; and others, that he usd to eat 
more than they could conveniently ſpare 
him. I remember I read once in à Greek 


Port, (that is, Greek and Latin) that when 
836 N he 
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he eat, he wag d his Ears; I thought it a 
very pleaſant Obſervation, and have there. 
fore remember'd the following Verſes of it. 


Illam fi edentem videris, flrepunt gene, 
Intus ſonat guttur, ſonat maxilla, dens 
Stridet caninus, fibilant nares, movet 


Aures, ſolent armenta ſicut baud mines. 


I am ſorry I did not mind you, when 
you were eating the Cinnamon Biſcuit at 
Gentilly; tor I dare ſay your Ears wagg d. 

I think your Verſion from the Greek 
into French Verſe, is very happy; but, 
tell Truth, how often did you invoke A. 

pollo before you could do it ? 2 

The Saying of Achilles Tatius, that the 

Tail of a Peacock is a Meadow of Fea- 

thers, 1s pretty, but perhaps a little too 
bold; and, in my Opinion, Tertullian has 
out-done him, when, after having ſaid ſe- 
veral Things of the Peacock's Coat, he 
_ adds, numquam ipſa, ſemper alia, etſi ſemper 

ipſa quando alia, toties denique mutanda, quo- 
ties movenda. | 
Since you are deſirous to chaſtiſe Ulpi- 
am and Papinian, I give you my Conſent 
to do it; for they engender nothing but 

Law-Suits; but if you would take my Ad- 
Vice, you would pardon Trebatins, were it 
only for this Saying of his, which you 
taught me, conſultus 2 quodam, an m pinea 

a IR e ; pomnn 
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| omum eſſet, reſpondit; ſi in Vatininm 'milſk-- 
"YN 5 A * 


te. i es, pomum erit. u, Sir; I am ff 
. cerely, | 


Tour, &c. . 
EEE CCC CE EEG EC HPEREG © 
5 | To the ſame. 5 

0 LETTER XCL 


ek 1 5 e phys 
ut, W I had a Flock of. Sheep to 
buy, and Love-Letters to Write, 

both in the Caftihian and Portu ſe Langua- 

he ges, I had hardly more Buſineſs upon my 

A- Hands, than I have now. I muſt take my 

00 Leave of the King and the Duke of Orle- 

ag ans; J muſt ſollicit Monſieur de Bulion for 

e- ſome Bills, and get them paid me in Spain. 

he I muſt wait upon all my Friends; and all. 

er this muſt be done in three Days. Yet, in 

10 the Midſt of all this Hurry, I ſteal Time 
to write to you; for, in my Thoughts, no- 

pi- thing is fo important ; and my V AK 5 

nt can never be fortunate, if I began it ſo il, 

ut as to go without bidding you adieu. 'Whe- 

d- ther my Voyage prove fortunate or no, 1 

it never went out of France with fo good a 

ou Will; and I now take Pleaſure in going 

ea to defy, upon the Mednerranean, the two 

m | O 5 and 
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and thirty Winds, which you know I for- 
merly dety'd upon the Ocean. But now 
I think on't, you reckon up five and thir- 
ty, tho' you pretend to be ſo great a Ma- 
riner, with your Rhomb, and your Straits 


Hen quidnam tanti turbarunt ethera venti ! 


Thoſe who have : ail'd round the whole 


World, know of but two and thirty; fo 
that the other three muſt be in your own 
Head: I could never have thought there 
had been ſo many. But the Wind which 
I think moſt inſupportable of all in you, 
18, the Greek Wind, and the Sufficiency 
you aſſume to your ſelf of knowing where 
to put a Grave, and where a Circumſlex, 
better than I my ſelf, is intolerable. I 
own the Saying, That you ſhall neither add 
nor diminiſh an Tcta, is very juſt; but it is 
not meant with Relation to Accents, and 
yet, becauſe I forgot but one, you hiſs as 
xt yon had gain'd a mighty Victory: Ven- 
um borribilem! When you made ſuch 
wretched Work with poor Philomela, ſo that 
none but Tereus ever us d her ſo ſcurvily, I 
did not make half this Noiſe ; and yet 
*rwas leſs pardonable in yon than me. 
But, good Heaven! how ingeniouſly you 
bring in your Duriter ——, and all the 
reft of that Paſſage! Well, tis a 1 
” = 
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have a true Love for you, ſince I can read 


without Envy the Things you write to me, | 


and take Pleaſure in ſeeing that you have 
more Wit than my ſelf. Really, Iam ſor- 


ry for nothing in my Journey, ſo much as 
my being to loſe the Pleaſure of hearing 


from you. All the Figs, Raifins, and Me- 
lons in Italy, nay, nor the Preſent I ſhall 
have from the Great Duke, will be able to 
make me amends for the Loſs of your 
Letters: But I believe you had rather I 
ſhould praiſe your W. e your Proſe, 
for Ariſtotle ſays, that of all Artificers, the 
Poet is moſt fond of his Workmanſhip. 
Your poetical Works are indeed admira- 
ble; and may I be hang'd if I don't think 


you write Verſes like Tully himſelf. Iam, 


Sir, 


Tour, &C, 
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aa 

To Mademoiſelle de RAMBOUILLET, 
LETTER XCIL 


» MADAM, « _ | 
Cannot poſitively ſay, that I am come 
1 to Turin; for I have brought but one 
half of my ſelf with me. You imagine 
my Meaning is, that I have left the other 
half with you; but give me Leave to tell 
on, you are miſtaken: All that I mean 
y it, is, that of an hundred and four 
Pounds that I weighd at my coming 
out of Paris, I now weigh but fifty two. 
In ſhort, I am fallen away exceedingly, 
and am ſo much alterd for the 99 
that I believe my neareſt Acquaintance 
would bardly know me, ſhould they ſee 
me in this Condition. An 4ll-natur'd In- 
truder, a Fever, ſtaid me a Day at Roan. 
Upon its firſt Attack, I concluded with my 
ſelf, that I ſhould be laid up for a Month 
7 2 and 3 _ the pam: wi 
eſignation of a good Chriſtian, expecte 
a Sickneſs of a long Continuance. What 
vex'd me moſt of all, was, that I imazin'd 
vou would hardly believe it proceeded from 
my Grief of parting from you; but aſcribe 


3 
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it to my riding Poſt. And indeed, Ma- 
dam, had you made that Inference, I could 

not condemn you: For to tell you the 
Truth, the three laſt Horſes I mounted, 

very much galld that Part of. my Body, 
which Hiſtory tells us Brunello once upon a 
Time ſhew'd Marfifia. This I mention'd 
to a certain Great Perſon in Roan, who-be- 
ing, as I was afterwards informd, an A. 

: potbecary by Trade, was fo complaiſant and 

© civil, as to bring me ſomething of his own 

g compoling, which gave me preſent Relief. 

T When you ſee my Lady Dutcheſs next, 

] pray inform her of this Matter; and like 

n wiſe tell her, that I have receiv'd no o- 

1 ther Hurt as yet, ſave only that which 

Z roceeds from my not ſeeing you. But a- 

0, as! there is no Remedy for that: Neither 

'C Acids, nor Alcali's, nor Acrimony, nor Chy- 


e, mical Salts, will help me. Within a few 
ce Days I ſhall perſue my Journey to Rome, 
ee whither, if you pleaſe to direct any of your 
n- Letters to me, I ſhall behold the Curioſi- 
m. ties of that famous Place with more De- 


17 light and Satisfaction, and paſs away my 
th Time more agrecably, who am, 


eft 5 
ed YER A+, Madam, 
1 Turin, Sept. 8. 1638. | | 
Tour obedient Servant, 8c. 


To 


Cuts croſs the Face, and every one a Blun- 
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AGM SK KK HK EE & He 
To the ſame. 
LETTER XCIIL 


 Mavpan, 5 vl 

Wiſh, with all my Heart, you could 
1 have ſeen what a bleſſed Pickle I was 
in this Day, in your Glaſs; you then would 
have fonnd me amongſt the moſt horrid 
Mountains in the World, in the midſt of a 
dozen or fifteen Men, the moſt dreadful to 
look on that might be; the moſt inno- 
cent of them has kill'd fifteen or twenty 
Men to his Share. They were all black 
as Devils, their Hair grew down to their 
Waſtes, each of them had two or three 


derbuſs on. his Shoulder, and two Piſtols, 
and as many Daggers at his Girdle. Theſe 
are the Banditt: that live in the Mountains 
of Piedmont and Genoa z you would cer- 
tainly have been afraid to have ſeen me 
amongſt theſe Scoundrels, and would have 
believ d they were a going to cut my 
Throat. For fear of being robb'd, I en- 
treated their Company, having the Night 
before written to their Captain to meet 
me here, which he hath done; ſo that I 
| | have 
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have got off for three Piſtoles. But above 1 5 


all, I wiſh you had ſeen what Faces my 

Nephew and my Man put on, on this Oc- 

caſion, who thought nothing leſs than that 

I had led them to the Slaughter-houſe. 
Having diſmiſsd them, I came into two 

Places where there were Spaniſh Garriſons, 

and there certainly I was in greater Ha- 

zard than before. Being examin d, I told 
d 'em I was a Savoyard; and to make me 
48 paſs for ſuch, I ſpoke as like as I could 
d M. de —— ; and upon that, I was permit- 
id ted to paſs, Conſider whether 1 ſhall 
a I make any excellent: Diſcourſes that will 
tO ſtand me in fo mueh Stead; and if it had 
not been very impertinent in me at that 
Time, if under Pretenee of being of the 
* Academy, I ſhould have pump'd for: 
1 BW the beſt French. From thenee I came 
ee to Savone, where I found the Sea fomes 
n- what more tempeſtuous than was ſuitable 
ls, to ſo ſmall a Veſſel as I had taken; and 
ſe yet, God be prais d, T am come ſafe hi- 
NS ther. Conſider how many Hazards I have 
2 paſs d in one Day. In ſhort, I have e- 


ne ſcap'd the Banditti, the Spaniard, and the 
ve Sea, and they have not all of them done 
1 me fo much Hurt as you have; and it is 
N- for your Sake that IT run the greateſt Ha- 


zards I am like to meet with in this Voy- 
age. You think that I am in Jeſt, but 
may I die, if I can any longer defend my 

elf 
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ſelf from the Affliction it is to me, not to 
‚ fee ory Mother and your ſelf. I muſt 
needs confeſs, that I was firſt in ſome 
Doubt, whether it were you or the Poſt- 
Horſe that hurt me; but now it 3s ſix 
Days ſince I have ridden, and yet feel no 
leſs Wearineſs. This convinces me, that 


— 


my Torment proceeds from my Diſtance 
from you, and the greateſt of my Ail- 
ments, is that of not ſeeing you; and this 
is ſo certain, that had I no other Buſineſs: 
here, than what I have to do at Florence, 
I think I ſnhonld immediately return to 
France, and not have the Heart to go any 
_ Earther,' had I not an Affair of yours to 
ſolicit at Rome. Be pleas'd then to think 
your ſelf obligd to me for this; for I: af. 

you, there's much more in it than 1 
tell you, and that I am as much as I ought 


to be, 
Madam, 


—» 
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hd: eee eee AIG 


Jo ny Lady Marchioneſs de RA M1. 


BOULLEET. 
| LETTER XCIV. 


MADAM, 


FOR your Sake I have given my ſelf 

the Trouble to ſee la Falentin; and 
that with much more Curioſity than ever 
I ſaw any Thing in my whole Life. Since 
you expect a Deſcription of it, I ſhall give 
it you in as exact a Manner as I can. 
But, Madam, be pleasd to conſider, that 
when I have done this, and executed your 
other Commiſſion at Rome, I ſhall have done 
for you two of the hardeſt Things in the 
World, which is, to talk of Buildings and 
Buſineſs. To begin then, Madam, with 
la Valentin, I muſt inform yon, that it is 
a pleaſant Houſe, within à quarter of a 
League of Turin, ſituated in a Meadow on 
the River Po. As you come up to it, the 
firſt Thing that preſents its ſelf to your 
Sight, the Duce take me if I know what 
it is; but, as I was ſaying before, the 
firſt Thing you ſee, is a Lodge. No, no, 

it is a Portal. No, I am mi It 18 


certainly 
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certainly a Lodge. After all, I ſeriouſ 
profeſs-to weir e not bi Bl it 1 : 
Portal or a Lodge. Not an Hour ago, I 
had every Thing as perfect as might be; 
but this wicked Memory of mine uſes now 
and then to play a Jade's Trick, and 
leave me in the Lurch. But at my Re- 
turn, I ſhall take better Notice, and not 
fail to give you a punctual Account of all. 


I am, © 
. Madam, | 
Genoa, O8. 7. 1638. | +. Tour Servant, 


lll ffi eel 
Why To  Monfeeur Co 8 ART. 
Lr n es: 
„ tr 


the moſt magnificent Palaces: in the 
World. For my Lodgings, I had a ſpact- 
ous Hall, two Anti-Chambers, and a Cham- 
ber hang d with Tapeſtry, all over bedaubd 
with Gold, and was attended by ſome 
20 or 30 tall Servants in Liveries ; and. 
to Day I find my ſelf in one of the wretch- 
ed ſt Inns that ever was ſeen, and have 
only one Bey to wait upon * Ty 

Lot | | aniſh 


| 1 Was Yeſterday entertain'd' in one ef 


II 
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y baniſh fo ſurprizing an Alteration -of the 
a! Scene out of my Head, and raiſe my ſelf 
1} as great a Degree of Happineſs, as I 
e; Nd Yeſterday, I calld for Pen, Ink, 
w and Paper, on purpoſe to write to you; 
nd and may I be abandon'd by all the World, 
de. MW it amidſt the Honours I receivd ſuitable 
ot to the Perſon that I then repreſented, 
ll. and amidſt all the Dainties I was then 
regal'd with, I found ſo much Pleaſure as 

do at'thts preſent. Beſides the Satisfacti- 

on I take in entertaining you, I had a 

at, much ſtronger Reaſon to incline me to 
write; and that was, that the Cauſe of 
my maintaining a conſtant Correſpondence 
with you, does not proceed from any Ad- 
vantage I propoſe to my ſelf by the Ex- 
change, ſince at this preſent Moment, 
when I cannot hope for any Anſwer from 

you, I yet take an infinite Pleaſure to 
write to you, and likewiſe to aſſure you of 

my Readineſs to ſerve you, whenever any 

of MW Occaſion preſents its ſelf. Within three 
he Weeks I hope to take my farewel of Rome; 
ci- Wand if I can meet with the Conbeyance of 
m. Wa Vellel, to fail direfly for Marſeilles, you 
bd that are ſo well acquainted with the Winds, 
me Wit you have any Command over them, be 
nd. ſo kind as to lock them up all but one or 
two, that will ſend me Homewards. As 
for them, there is no great Danger, ſhould | 
they ſtorm and bluſter a little. I don't 


Care 
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care a Farthing for a little toſſing; of the I thi 
Sea, provided 1 make the more Speed; for I dic 
I long exceedingly to be at Faris, and par. bee 
ticularly to kiſs your Hands there. Iam I ne 


| | Fo 

. Tour moſt bumble Servant, I th. 
At LITE ve. 
ha 


Gaga ne 


To Mademoiſelle de RAMBOU- ſth 


ILLET. | If 
| | to 
LETTER XCVI. Fn: 


Map AM, 55 
M X Lady, your Mother, muſt excuſe 

| me, but never any Thing was fo 
tireſome to me, as Rome. Not a Day paſ- 
ſes, but I ſee ſomething that is wonderful; 
Maſter-· pieces of the greateſt Artiſts that e- 
ver were; Gardens where there is an ever- 
laſting Spring; Buildings that are not to 
be equall'd in the World; and Ruins yet 
more beautiful than they: But all this 
that I tell you, hath no Power to divert 
me; and at the ſame Time that J ſee em, 
I wiſh, my ſelf far from em. The moſt ex- 
cellent Paintings, Sculptures, and Portrai- 
tures of Apelles, Praxiteles, and Papardelle,have 
no Charms for me, I ſhould be amaz _ 

| t 
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e chis, were I not ſenſihle of the Cauſe, and 
aid not well know, that a Perſon who has 
. been accuſtom'd to the Sight of you, could 
never be eaſy when he did not enjoy it: 
For to tell you the Truth, Madam, l have 
t. the ſame Senſe of you, as of Health; I ne- 
ver ſo well Fnow your Value, as when I 
have loſt yon; and although, when I am 
near you, I manage not always fo well as to 
maintain my felt well with you ; yet from 
J- the Moment that I behold you no more, 
I ſeek you with a thonſand Wiſhes. I call 
to Mind that you are the moſt precious of 
worldly Things; and I find, by Experience, 
that all the Delights of the Earth are 
harſh and diſagreeable without you. I had 
more Pleaſure ſome Time ago in two or 


iſe three Turns of the Ruel with you, than I 
ſo have had. ſince in ſeeing-all the Country- 
aſ· Meats of Rome, or that I ſhould have to fe 
; he Capitol, tho in all its ancient Splen- 


or, with even Jupiter Capitolinus there in 
Perſon: But that you may know that 
his is no Raillery, and that I am really 


ret Ius ill as I expreſs it, tis but eight Days 
his ince, that walking in the Morning with 
ert Nhe Chevalier de Fart, I had fallen all a- 
m, Nong, if he had not receivd me in his Arms; 
ex- Ind the next Evening I ſwoon'd once more 
ai · In the Apartment of the Marſhal de Ffree's. 


The Phyſicians ſay, that thoſeare melan- 
holy Vapours, and that theſe Accidents 
| 1 


= 
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are not to be neglected. As for me, ſince 
this has taken me two Days ſucceſſively, 
and that I was threaten'd with ſomething 
worſe, I have neither been ſtupid nor in- 
ſenſible, but have taken ſome Antimony 
which Monſieur Nerli gave me. This has 
done me ſome Good, and I'll bring four 
Doſes with me, which I'll perſwade the 
Dutcheſs d*Aignillon to take; for there is 
no Volatile Salt which can have ſo good 
Effect: And this we muſt be contented with, 
*till he that hath given me it, ſhall find 
the Receipt of the Aurum Potabile ; which} 
Secret, as he ſays, he ſhall attain' to in a 
Year at leaſt. I hope to leave this Place 
in a Week; you will be amaz'd that I can 
continue ſo long in a Place which J tell 
ou I have been ſo tir d with; but I have 
been kept here 'till now, by ſome Things 
which I will acquaint you with, and which 
I have not yet been able to diſpatch ; but 
I aſſure you once more, that I never in my 
Life was ſo uneaſy and ſo impatient to ſee 
you. I humbly beſeech you to do me the 
Honour to believe me, and to be aſſurd 
that I am much more than I can here ex 
preſs, - 
1705 Madam, 


Rome, Nov. 25. 1638. Tom 


/ of HH ee , MES EE . ao in 4, 
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' To the Lord Biſbopof LISIEUxXx. 
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M Lo RB, en 
| Would -willingly my felf have brought 
1 you the Letter herein anclos'd, and re- 
turn'd you my Thanks by Word of Mouth, 
for the Favour you were pleas'd to do me, 
in recemmending me to the Perſon who 
ſends it you: And indeed, having been but 
little amended at Rome, I had a mighty 
Mind to ſee whether I ſhould” be more im- 
prov'd at Liſſeux, and whether you would 
teach me how to make my ſelf worthy of 
the Pardons I have receivd from the Pope. 
This Journey 1 believe would be of more 

Uſe to me, than that Which I have lately 
finſh'd ; for really, my Lord, I never fee 
you, without being the better for it ſome 
Days together; and every Time I come 
near you, I find my good Angel aſſumes 
new Strength, and leads me by the Hand 
with more Boldneſs. IThave long thought, 
that if ever God vouchſafes to convert me, 
he willmake Uſe of no other Means in or- 
der to do it, than your Diſcourſe and Ex- 
ample; and, that if he ſends a Voice from 
„ P Heaven 


314 Monfieur VolITURE's Letters. 


Heaven to reclaim me, he will communi- 
Cate it to me by your Mouth. I can't help 
thinking, that the Deſire I have to ſerve 
you, does, in ſome fort, ſanctify me al. 
ready; and I cannot be very prophane, 
-whilſt I have ſo much Reſpect and Aﬀecti- t 
on for fo holy a Perſon: At leaft, you cauſe : 
me to have one reaſonable Paſſion among I 1 
Jo many other unreaſonable ones; and let e 
me be ever ſo irregular, I am ſure one 1 
Part of my Heart is found; tho' T am Il 
us d to beſtow it with very little Conſidera- d 
tions, yet now I believe I have for ever h 
ſecur d the Part you have of it, from all t 
anger of being given or engag d elſewhere. f. 
Your Share in it, my Lord, is ſo great, that tc 
I hope it may one Day come to ſave all the I rc 
reſt; and 1 don't deſpair of ſeeing it wholly er 
yours e er long. You are every Moment t! 
winning more and more of it, and, within a 
verylittlearhile, you will have as much Po.]. 
er in it, as all the reſt uf the World beſides, 
put-together. I beg you would go on and 
gain Fall, and you may rejoye. in this 
Acquiſition, as a Conqueſt made in an In- 
gnRael Country, from whence you are de- 
creed to expel Idolatry. I have ſome Hopes 
that this will happen; for when I conſider 
that you, who can very hardly be deceivd, 
have given me ſo many Commendations, I 
look upon all the Good you have ſaid of 
me, as a Prophecy, and I believe I ſhall 
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come to be the Man you aſſur d Cardinal 
Barberini I was already. Tis impoſſible 
for me to expreſs the good Reception he 
gave me upon your Recommendation, and 
the Affection he teſtify'd for every Thing 
that related to you. Italy, my Lord, is not 
a bit leſs acquainted with your Merits than 

BW France; and I ſaw nothing at Rome that 

e difyd me ſo much, as the Eſteem they 

have there for you. But Cardinal Barbe- 

ri particularly ſeem'd to be an extraor- 
dinary Friend of yours; and I dare ſay, he 
has that Love and Reſpect for your Vir- 
tue, which all, who converſe with you, muſt 
feel in your behalf. He has commanded me 

to tell you ſome Things from him, which IL 

reſerve till T have the Honour to ſee you, 


and to aſſure you my ſelf, that I am more 
than any Body, FRAN 


# 


My LORD, 
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he who ruins a Man, gains his Friendſhip 


my Money, yet at the ſame Time you 


. 


” 


92 95929 9202 pled $f 9924 20 . $0. 


To Monfieur de LY O N N E itt || 


LETTER XCVIIL 


SIR, ; 
HO you havecaus'd me the moſt reſt- 
1 leſs Hours that I have had in all * my 
Travels, and have treated me at Rome the 
worſt of any that I know of, yet aſſure your 
ſelf, I have not ſeen any Man IJ ſo much 
deſire to ſee again, or have a greater Incli 
mation to ſerve. It ſeldom happens, that 


1— — © a ad 7. 


by it; you have had that good Fortune 
with me; and your Genius hath in all 
"Things ſuch an Influence over mine, that 
I have not been able to make my Party 
good any way; but tho you have gotten 


have 
— — — — — — — — 


* Voiture took a Journey to Rome > There he play“ 


-with Monſieur de Lyonne, and loſt his Money. At 


his Return to Paris, he wrote this Letter to Monſieur 
de Lyonne, who was ſtill at Rome. Foiture was a pil 
ſionate Lover of Gaming, and play'd high; had it 
mot been forthat Vice, he had dy'd as rich as Chaplain 
the beſt provided for, and yet the pooreſt of all the 
Wit: of his Age. 
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| have won my Heart, and made your ſel 
" Maſter of my Affections. And if I am fo- 
: happy to have any Place in yours, that: 
Gain takes away the Senſe of all my Loſſes, 
and makes me think my ſelf the Gainer in 
what hath paſt between us. Your Acquain- 
tance, tho' it has coſt me extreamly dear, 
yet have I not paid the Worth on't, and 1 
{ſhould not ſtick to give as much, to find 
ſuch a Companion at Paris. This granted, 
Sir, you, may be aſſurd I ſhall do any 
eſt- W Thing that may ſecure an Honour that I 
my eſteem ſo extreamly, and that I ſhall not 
the caſily loſe a Friend I have purchas d at ſo 
"out WF dear a Rate. I have fulfill d your Deſires. 
wch in the Buſineſs that you writ to me about, 
ncl- and ſhall be as obferyant to you in all your 
that other Commands, for I am with Sincere-- | 
ſhy MW neſs and Affection, | N 


1 all | | Sir, 


Tour bumble Servant, &c... 


on ſicut 
8 a pal 
had it 
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all the 
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SSS SAA & E. 
2 To the Lord Cardinal de la 

VALET TE. 
SETTER XCIX 
My Loxp, 


” 


| IF you remember the Love I usd te have 
for Rinaldo and Rogero, you would not 
at all doubt cf my having as great a one 


now for you, ſince in only a Doublet you 


do all that they did in enchanted Armour: 
Had you been a Fairy, you could not have 
run into Danger more boldly than you have 
done: You have puſn'd Valour to its far- 


theſt Limits, and carry'd it to the greateſt 


Height that it can poſſibly be rais'd to, even 
by thoſe who have no other Virtue beſides 
their Bravery. I own, my Lord, if the 
War had been ended by this laſt Action, 
which you had the principal Hand in, and 
11 nothing remain'd for you to do now, but to 
come Home in Triumph, I ſhould take a 
vaſt deal of Delight in the Praiſes which are 
here given you, and ſhould fit down to 


write your Hiſtory, with a great deal of 


Calmneſs and Pleaſure: But when I reflect 
that more Occaſions are likely tõ offer, 
| | | wherein 
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wherein you may run the ſame Hazards, 
and not being ſure what may be the End of 
the Story, I can't enjoy, without ſome Un- 
eaſineſs, the Glory you have gain d in the 
World; and the Fear of Futurity will not 
ſuffer me to be heartily joyful at what now 
requires-it. For this Reaſon, I leave the 
Office of loading you with Elogiums, to 
thoſe who have not ſo much Affection for 
you as I have, and who do not ſtand fo 
much in need of you, as Ido. For my part, 
all I can do at preſent, is moſt humbly to 
beſeech you, my Lord, to be more careful 
of the moſt illuſtrious Perſon of the Age, 
and not to be { fond of Valour, as to do 
Wrong to Juſtice, which forbids you to be 
ſo free in venturing the Happineſs of ſo 
many People, and commands you to be 
ray cautious how-you riſque a Life where- 
in ſo many worthy Perſons have an Intereſt, 
and which is of more Concern to France, 
than all the Countries you defend. I am, 


My Lord, 


Tour, &c. 
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My Lox D, „ 1 
Her you left Paris, even upon an 
agreeable Occaſion, either for Plea- 
ſure or Glory, I believe I ſhould have been 
forry even tor that, and in this one Point 
oppos d your Intereſt; but, your. Abſence 
having ſo unlucky. a, Cauſe. as it. has, I 
may 7 nothing could have happen d 
to afflict me more, and Fortune could have 
done nothing (in my Eyes) more unjuſt and 
hard to be ſupported. Since this Accident 
has diſturbd the Pleaſure of every Body 
here, and given Uneaſineſs to ſo many ll / 
People, who are leſs oblig d to you than I { 
am, I dare ſay, my Lord, yon would not , 
in the leaſt have ſcrupled to believe that 
I am inexpreſſibly griev'd at it, tho' I had 
not writ to you, to inform you of it. How- 
ever, I thought it my Duty to give you L 
this Proof of it; and I fancydI ſhould Il N. 
receive ſome Conſolation from aſſuring MY 


vou, that there is no Body on Earth, who 8 
1 is *- 
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is ſo much concern d at every Thing that 
relates to you, or is more ſincerely than I, 


My Lord, 


Tour, c. 


8 * 
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To Monſieur = - - ©o on < 9 


| 

x LETTER CL. 

1 | 

. SIR, 1 7 

7 1 Wiſh yon had dancd a Couranto the 
d leſs, and ſent me a Letter, or employ d 


e | tbe Time wherein you may dance à Bor- 
0 tade in writing to me. We are told here, 
nt that in one ſingle Ball you dancd it thirty 
Times : This is heavy dancing for a great : 
5 Mareſchal de Camp, Who ought to give 
'T = {omeProof of his remembering thoſe whom 
of he left behind at Paris. If you go on at 
\at this Rate, I declare I'll have no more to 
dad do r yOu, nor take any more Care of - 
W. your Affairs; for I think the Ladies of 
on Lorain will be more obligd to reward 
uld You, than our Court-Ladies. I don't know, . 
ing Sir, what you may fancy, nor what Ad- - 
vantage you may have in't; but, for my | 
Part, I think your Danciog can't be much 


* 


— 
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in Tune at Metz; and I dare ſwear you 
have no Ladies there, more handſome nor 
lovely than three or four here, who talk 
of you ſometimes, and who are a little af- 
fronted at your being ſo merry in their 
Abſence : But if you are grown ſuch a 
mighty Dancer, that yon can't forbear, at 
leaſt - they deſire you not to dance the 
Bontade any more, but to uſe ſome graver 
Dance, ſuch as the Brawls, or the Pavane. 
I thought my ſelf oblig'd, Sir, to give you 
this Advice; you may make what Uſe of 
it you pleaſe; for my Part, I ſhall be al. 
ways, 5 


1155 | | Tour, &c. 3 
8 — 
1 Mademoiſelle de RauBOUIIIEr. 
e eee ene 


MAD AM, . 
＋ HE raiſing of the Siege of Turin, was 
the moſt agreeable News I ever heard 
in my Life. Yet I could nat help being a 
little ſorry, that it depriv'c me of zn Op- 
portunity to give m Men Cat de la 
Valette a Proof of the fineere Affecion 1 
have for him; for A had made a Reſoln- 


* 


— 
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tion to get into the City, and carry him 
fome Refreſhments, together with your 
Meſſage. Count Guiche, to whom I boaſted 
of this Project, told me, that they gene- 
rally hang thoſe whom they catch in ſuch 
Deſigns; but this did not at all deter me; 
for having had ſome Reafons from Madam 
de la Trimozille, with which I might com- 

fort myſelt up, in Cafe I were broken 

| upon * Wheel in Italy, I did not much 
| mind fo fmall a Matter as being hang d. 
F But it had been comical, if the Cardinal 
from the Walls, ſhould have happen'd to 

{py me upon the Ladder. In ſober Sad- 

neſs, when one is abſent from you, a Man 

would be hang'd for a Groat, and one feels 

ſo great a Weight lying upon one's Sto- 


a mach, that I don't know but *twould be 
better to be put out of one's Pain at once. 
. Tis impoſſible for yon, Madam, to con- 


ceive the Nature of this Diſtemper, be- 
cauſe you were never abſent from your 
ſelf, nor ever knew the Affliction it gives, 
to be ſeparated from the moſt amiable Per- 
ſon in the World. But, if you will, III 
AS tell you how it is: The firft Day one is 
xd quite faſt aſleep; the ſecond, one is only 
5 a in a Sort of a Doſe; the third, one is as it 
p. were ſtupify d, and when one's Senſes be- 
la gin to return, one ſighs, and ſighs, ſo pi- 
11 tifully, that "tis enough to cleave any Bo-- | 
In- MW dys Heart to hear it. Dow't be afraid of 
19 fn P6 this 


* 
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this Letters being open d, for the Poſts do 
now travel in Security: But, in Caſe it is 
ſurpris d, I declare to Prince Thomas, to the 


Marqueſs of Leganez, and to all thoſe to 
| whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, that 
there's no Heed 'to be given to me, that I 
am in Jeſt all the while, in whatever I 


ſay, and that I generally do write thus, 


in an extravagant Manner. They may 
believe as much of this“ as they pleaſe; 
but this is undoubtedly true, that I am, 
beyond any Thing I can ſay, Ls 
N | | Madam, 
Grenoble. Tour, Kc. 
TTL & l , M TT TTTTTITITEFY 
To the Princeſs. 
LETTER CIL 


MADAM, 1 NES | 
7ERE I not nail'd to Paris ſo faſt, 
that I don't know how to ſtir from 
it, nothing ſhould have hinderd me to 


Day, from being at Poiſfſy ; for whatever I 
may have ſaid of another Princeſs, there 


is none in the World I ſee with ſo much 
Pleafure, as I do your Highneſs, But as 
| e 
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you know, Madam, that one Pellet drives 
out another, the Paſſion I have for you, 1s 
forc'd to give Way to a new one which is 


come upon me, and which, if it is not 


ſtronger, 1s at leaſt more preſſing at pre- 
ſont. I don't know whether you will un- 
derſtand this Xnigmatical Way of Expreſ- 
ſion; but I aſſure you, I have a funda- 

mental Reaſon not to ſtir from hence, but 
I dare not reſt too much upon it, nor ex- 
plain myſelf farther to you. -I deliberated 
a long Time with my ſelf, whether I ſhould 
go or no, and there was a great Diſpute 
between my Heart and another Part which 


I don't Name: But, in ſhort, Madam, I 


mult on to you, that that which ought 
to have been undermoſt, got the upper 
Hand of it, and I preferr'd that before every 
Thing elſe, which naturally ought to have 
been behind. Yet I ſwear, in the Poſture my 
Affairs are in, twas impoſſible for me to 
do otherwiſe; and yon yourſelf, who are 

the moſt prudent Perſon in the World, and 
do nothing without Order, muſt have done 
as I did, if you had been in my Condition. 
I pray God, Madam, you never may ; for 
in the Condition I am in, there is no Place 
at all but what is irkſome to me; and be I 
where I will, I am, as it were, upon 
Thorns: I can't walk; J am very uneaſy 
on Horſeback ; a- Coach is too violent for 


17157 
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me, and even Monſieur-de Sous-carriere's 
Chairs are troubleſome to me. I am, 
£4 + 8 | Madam, 
Paris, Auguſt 5, | 


ARES HE 6 u K. I & x. x ER E .. K 
To Monſieur CHAPELAIN. 
LETTER CIV. 


F 1 11 

r HIS comes to tell you, that T ſhall 
1 puncually put your Orders in vecu- 
tion. Whether tis for your own, 1 M. 
de Balxac's Sake, that I do it, th Juce 
take me if I know, nor, indeed, dc i ink 
I ſhall be able to reſolve the ian, 
.  tho' I ſtudy'd it twenty four Hovrs the 
Clock. The Authority that both of vm 
have over me, is ſo equally divided, hat 
if, at the ſame Time, one of you -thon'd |» 
command me to eat, aud the other to drink, 
in. my Conſcience 'I ſhould be ſtarv'd, at 
| leaſt, according to the nice Notion of our 
Philoſophers ; for 1 ſhould never find any 
Reaſon to comply. with' the one more than 
the other: But as my gcod Stars order it, 
you agree ſo well in your Sentiments, that 


you 
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you will never impoſe any contrary Com- 
mands upon me; and your Intereſts are ſo 
mutually interwoven, that when ever I {a- 
tisfy one of you, I cannot fail of ſatisfying 
the other, I am, . 

bY S I X, 
Aug. 10. a Nt 5 
1639. Jour humble Servant. 


PET . FF TT PPT &. f. & K TEST 
To Mademoiſelle * * * *, 
AL BT-T-ER CN. 


ll , 

1 MAD AM, | „ 
I. T HE Letter which you defir'd to fee, 
e is not worth the leaſt Line of that in 
k which you command it; but you, who 
n, were Yeſterday fo devout, do you make 


de no Scruple to write ſuch Things in the Ho- 
au ly-week, and do you not apprehend the 
at MW Conſequence of em, and what Effect they 
id MW may have? I had ſet my Conſcience at 
ik, Wl reſt, and for that Reaſon had refolv'd ne- 


at WW ver to ſee. you more. But your Letter has 
dur Wl given me a new Diſorder; and, as well as 
ny another, I have ſuffer d myſelf to be over- 
ian come by your Pearls, and your four thou- 
it, fand Livres. I could not have thought 


that you would ever have made uſe of 
ſuch 
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ſuch Means to regain a Lover, or that theſe 
Sort of Things could have had any Power 


over me; and I aſſure you, tis the firſt 
Time that I have let x lan be dazzled 
you the Truth, 


with Riches: So, to tel 
the Pearls were never ſo well ſet as they 
are in your Letter; and your four thou- 
ſand Livres, as you have manag'd em, 
are worth more than three hundred thon- 


ſand. You are an incomprehenſible Per- 


ſon, and I cannot ſufficiently admire how, 
without reading Herodotus, and making 
uſe of the Saturnalia, you can write ſuch 
delicate Letters; as for me, Madam, I be- 
gin to imagine that you have deceiv'd us; 


T believe you are acquainted with the Source 
of Nilus, and that Spring from , whence 


you draw all theſe fine Things, which you 
fay, is much more ſecret and unknown: 
In fine, whatfoever your Steward - ſays, 
tis not the Marchioneſs de Salle who is the 
fineſt Perſon in the World; you have 
more Charms in a Corner of an Eye, than 
there is in all the reſt of the Earth; nor 
have all the Charms of Magick, a Power 
comparable to thoſe you write, | 


To 


2. Pi haſt my pas Ly oa 


[o 


2 
* ; % 7 ö I 4 5 * a * 2 - 2 - 
neo 210 MA WR N K RR 
Jo Madam 
K 92 2 2 % 
8 Me « 5 4 F As — 
4 . . 4 < g > 8 — 


E Sh OY 
* 
„ LE. T. BR. (CVI. 
, ” oy * » , : 


. 


Monſieur VOoITURE's Letters. 329 


1 7 >. W: 5 
. N N . * * K . . N . . . * * N N. . . . . . . 
VCC £9 TE FO OI 


Ys „** * * „ 1 * 
1 : _ o *; 


* _ 4; . 25 
82 I & * "> 4+ 


ON 
ol 


* 
4 * . * % 
n: M 
«© „ 
a a * . 


4 , 
* 
| tag 
. +» 
: 


4} NS. = 28 
85 1 


R Nin nee e 
V OU have good Reaſon to make a Jeſt 
of me, and I on I amaſham'd to find, 
that after having made ſo much N ö 
Imũff at laſt be foro d to ſhew my Weaknels. 
As far as I ſee, Madam, let me be where 
I will, I can never be far from you; T'car- 
ry you always about me in my Heart; and. 


* 


. you:have me as ſure hen Lam at my ow 


Lodgings, as when F am in your Coach. 
But, if we conſider this Matter thoroughly, 


you neither ought to have any Glory upon 


its Account, nor I any Shame; for ſince 
'tis all done by Sorcery and Enchantment, 
there's no Rom for you, to boaſt, nor me 
to be reproach d,. and upbraided. .. It muſt 
be done ſo; for if there were not ſame» 
thing ſuper- natural in it, how could, it 
happen, that, knowing your Artifices ſo 
well as I do, I ſhonld make no better a 
Defence againff them; and that the moſt- 
unlucky, Ungrateful Creature upon Earth, 
ſhould to me ſeem. the molt amiable, 8 


— . —¹ 1 ob 
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Miſchiefs you have done me; break the 
Charm you have laid upon me; or, if you 
are not willing I ſhould be cur d, at leaſt, 
ſince nothing is impoſſible to you, ſo order 
it, that I may believe you love me, and I 
ſhall then endure with Chearfulneſs all the 
ps hr arg you ſhall pleaſe to inflift upon 
me, am; fff" | 255 | FR 


4 —_ 8 * Ne ; 
„ Rr. 


| Dee. NN Ng WAY N * N Nuug NN 4 NIN. 
ME DLO EH . 


4 , 
* 


To the Marthioneſs de SABLE 
r TER: CVIL:-: 


MA DAM, . 
T* H © Monſieur Meſnardiere's Letters are 
very ' gallant, yet Mademoiſelle de 
Chalais and myſelf don't know how to be 
ſatisfyd with receiving only that one in 
this Journey, ſince that too inform'd us of 
nothing but your having caught a dreadful 
Cold. But tis a ſtrange Thing, that I, 
who have ſo often been angry with you for 

ing ag tender and fearful in what con- 


Health, ſhould now grow 4 
5 x 


—— ee be — KR 
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be of theſame Temper as to what regards 
you; and that your having a Cold, ould 
be a greater Torment to me, than if I my 
ſelt had a continual Fever upon me. But 
indeed 1 am now ſo much intereſted in your 
Health, that I have good Reaſon to be un- 
ealy. for it, ſince thereon depends your 
Journey, and upon your Journey, all my 
Repoſe and Satisfaction; for J aſſure you, 
Madam, I am reſolv'd to have none, if you 
don't come; ſo that I ſhall this Winter be 
the happieſt or unhappieſt of all Mankind, 
according to the Reſolution you take. Nay, 
you yourſelf too would have your Share in 
the Pleaſure you give us; for you would 
undoubtedly have more Diverſion here, 
than where you are, and be more gay, and 
_ conſequently better in Health. But ti 
you can come, how kind -I ſhould think 
you, if you would but ſend Mademoiſelle 
and Mademoiſelle —— before Sou, 
5 that in the mean Time I might have lome 
e Body to talk of you to, and ſo deceive my 


e Impatience, by giving it that Satisfaction! 
E — — — | - — — 
n — — — — 0 5 —— 
F K-! ̃ ⁵ 8 i 
il — ieee 77 oe ca dee 
I, This is a great Piece of Aſſurance, Ma- 
* dam, to ſcratch out four Lines together, 
1- when one writes to a Marchioneſs; but 


to you know better than any Body how ne- 
be ceſſary 
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ceſlary a Thing it 1s in human Society, to 
have the Liberty of ſcratching out. I don't 
write to, for I am vexd at her not 
having written to me all the laſt Journey. 
fend a Parcel of Top-knots, which I hum- 
bly beg you to il into the Hands of 
her Confident. She may make what Uſe 
of them ſhe ſhall think moſt proper, and 
keep them for herſe!', if ſhe believes ſhe 
cannot preſent them to , without be- 


ing ſuſpected by the Mother. Yet I deſire 


ſtre would pick out the handſomeſt of them, 
and preſent them to you as from herſelf; 
I would ſay from me, if I durſt, and if I 
did not know that you never take the leaſt 


Pleaſure in having any Thing given to you. 


fend them ſome Images too, becauſe I re- 
member J promis d I would. I tell you 


nothing from your Friend; the poor Crea- 


ture is, I think, in a deplorable Condi- 
tion; *her Huſband never ſtirs a Moment 


from her; he is every Moment feolding at 
never 


her, and ſd is her Mother. In ſhort 
was Woman marry'd ſo little, nor ſo much. 


Pray, Madam, come quickly, and ſee this 


Wonder. I am, 


ta . * ; 
Tour, &c. 


To 


FA ©9491 — A AC 0 ones oe RY, OTIS KY 


— 
—  — 2 — —— 
a N - 


— 
Monſieur VOITUREV Letters. 333 
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„„ onion 6 
THO I can never hope to acquit my 
I.. {elf of the Obligation I lie under to 
you for your Civilities, yet I ſhould be ſor- 
ry to be leſs obligd to you; and tho I 
know myſelf unworthy. the Honours, you 
heap upon me, they nevertheleſs give me 
incxpretible Pleafure; if I 'knew nothing 
more of you than your Quality and Barth, 
ſhould think. my elf very much hononr'd 
in having. receivd Letters from you, and 

becn favour d with your Commands. But 
Fortune having ſo order'd it, I can't tell 
by whit Means, that being at a great Di- 
ſtance from you, I nevertheleſs know you 
as N as thoſe who are moſt near 
you, I own, Madam, it gives me an in- 
conceivable Satisfaction, not to ſay Vam- 
ty, to have receiv'd ſo much Kindneſs from 
one whom J long ago thought the moſt 
accompliſh'd 3 this Age can boaſt of, 
and in whom all the Qualifications that 
can create Affection and Eſteem, are aſ- 

To ſembled together. But tho I had — 
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fo little of the World, as never to have 
heard this talk'd of, yet 1 can judge by 
your Letters, that there is nothing in 

France that can equal your Affability and 
Wit; and the beautiful and obliging Words 
which you do me the Honour to write to 
me, would certainly make me imagine 
ſomething extraordinary of you. They 
are really ſuch Words, Madam, as would 
have touch'd me extreamly, let them come 
from whom they would ; but the Perſon 
who ſends them, makes them much more 
conſiderable in my Eye; and the Hand 
that writ them, gives them a Force and 
Virtue. they could never have had elſe- 
where. If after this, I ſerve 4—— with 
my utmoſt Diligence and Intereſt, "twill 
be no great Wonder; your Perſwaſions are 
ſuch, Alt it would be impoſſible not to do 


it, and you have left me no Room to have 


any Merit in doing it. I could wiſh, Ma. 
dam, that inſtead of recommending to me 
_ a Perſon for whom I have already a very 
great Eſteem, you had commanded me to 

do ſomething very difficult, and for which 
I might have had ſome little Repugnance; 
that you might, in ſome Meaſure, have 
known the Power you have over me, and 
been ſenſible, that it is not either the Fa- 
vours you have loaded me witli, or the 
Manner of writing, by which you ſo eaſily 
gain the Hearts of all who read your Let- 
| rk hd ters, 
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ters, that make me obey you; but that 
'tis the Reſpect I have for the many won 
derful Qualities you poſleſs, and Zeal with 

which I am, Madam © Tour, &c. 


CO EE 

To Mademoiſ elle de Ram BOUIILEr. 
iir 
Madam, | 


ſhould be wonderfully affſicted at 
the Loſs of your Company, and ſhould 
have thought of nothing beſides yourſelf, 
for, to tell you che Truth, I was never in 


you can't imagine, Madam, what an ex- 
cellent Remedy a Waggon is againſt an ex- 


founders, then a Wheel breaks ; ſometimes 


Bogg; and tis really as much as one can 
do to think of one's beſt Friends twice or 
thrice a Day, in theſe plaguy Vehicles. But 
now that we ſhall travel more gently, and 
are juſt going to take Water upon the 
Rinfre, 1 ſhall do my Duty better in think- 
ing of you; and I am miſtaken if I ſhan't 
arrive at Avignon the moſt paſſionate Man 
in the World, As for you, Madam, bai 

i 4k | trave 


MERE it not for my Waggon, 1 


my Life ſo unwilling to leave you. But 


traordinary Paſſion; ſometimes a Horſe 


we ſtick faſt all Night in the midſt of a 
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travel no farther than from your Houſe to 
Faiſxbourg St. Germain, and, are not oblig'd 
to hobble thro' fuch ilk Ways as I am, 
you are not excuſable, if yon don't do me 
the Honour to think of me ſometimes, at 
leaſt, I know you are more oblig'd to do 
it than ever; and if I don't think of you 
very often, when 1 do, tis with ſuch a 
good Will, and in ſuch a Manner, that I 
am ſure, if you could conceive it, you 
would be ſatisfy'd with me; and beſides, 
how do you know but I do think of you 
very often, and talk thus, only becauſe 1 
dare not tell all my Sentiments? In this 
Deubt, I beg you, Madam, to believe what 
Monſicur Amand ſhall-telk you about me 
for I, have appointed him-to let you know 
my Intentions, and do me the Favour to 
think me,yMadam,'.. - nw 37 
Lans, Ek 23. 164265 ! 5 Tour, &. 
The Reſolution which my Lord Cardr 
nal had form'd, to go by Water on the 
Rho ſue, is alter d; becanſe, as he was walk- 
ing upon the Port the Pay before Yeſter- 
day, he ſaw a Boat full of Soldiers like to 
-periſh,” and there were ſome of them ſo 
mad as to fling themſelves into the Water 
and ſo were drown'd : Now. his Eminenee 
don't care for drowning, becauſe it would 
retard the Deſign he has upon Rouftllon. | 


The END of the firſt Volume. 


